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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

It is truly an honor to write my first President’s Letter. There are many people that 1 
would like to thank for making my membership in the Pennsylvania Postal History Society 
a thoroughly enjoyable one. I hope that no one feels slighted, but I am only going to 
mention one name. Norm Shachat has been my mentor for some years as we have worked 
together on our Society website. We have learned together and hopefully produced a place 
for us all to better enjoy our favorite hobby. His dedication to this Society, especially as 
Editor of our Historian, has motivated me to become more involved as your President. It 
is nice to know that Norm will help me to do the best job that I can do, similar to his help 
in my roles as a Director and Webmaster. Thank you, Norm!

I was really pleased that we had a higher percentage than ever vote in our election of 
Directors this year. I hope that is a result of increased communications that we have made 
possible by using email. I will continue to stay in touch with notices and reminders of 
presentations available that are sponsored by us and other philatelic organizations. Also, 
please visit our website at www.paphs.org to stay up to date. There are recordings of our 
presentations along with a large amount of dynamic information.

My goals are many, but I have learned that I must stay focused on a few at a time to 
actually get things done in life. Like other organizations, we have started bringing our 
Board meetings and presentations online with Zoom. The philatelic world has made a 
huge leap online, and I see it remaining indefinitely. It has brought us all closer together 
and allowed our members to see some world-class exhibits and presentations. My first 
goal is to continue using Zoom for meetings of the Board, and philatelic presentations for 
our members and other collectors interested in our topics. These presentations along with 

(Continued on page 4)

With Hopes and Prayers Our Next Annual Meeting will be 
at SCOPEX 2021

in the American Philatelic Center, Bellefonte, PA

ddecft Out Otvt Welt Site.

www.PaPHS.org
Send any comments or suggestions to our Webmaster:

Steve Kennedy
skvcopatc@vahoo.com
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

As indicated in the minutes of the Zoom Board Meeting (next page) and our front cover, 
we now have a new President. Steve Washbume, who has served our Society as President 
for the past 7 years, resigned and our webmaster Steve Kennedy was elected to replace him. 
Steve W. will continue as a Board member and we all thank him for his service as President. 

Please note that the 2021 dues notice is enclosed with this issue. Prompt response would 
be appreciated by our Treasurer Dick Colberg.

I don’t know if the unbelievably high response (36.5%) by our membership for the 
election of Directors is a reflection of the restraints imposed by the pandemic or the desire 
of people to demonstrate their voting anxiety in this crucial election year. In any event, it 
was encouraging that over a third of our membership took the time to reaffirm support for 
the three candidates. Interestingly, approximately a little more than half by “snail mail”, 
and a little less than half by E-mail.

The first article in this issue is a one-pager by Rick Leiby, entitled A New Late Use of 
the Philadelphia 4-in-CircIe Ship Letter Marking. Rick points out that this brings the

(Continued on page 18)

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

Total Membership as of 7/15/20 96

Reinstated----------

#425 Robert Penn (Allentown, PA)

New Members +4

#616 Hunter Steindel (South Abington, PA) 
(US, Postal Stationery, PA)

#617 Scott D. English (Bellefonte, PA) 
(Pol. Covers, MD Postal History)

#618 MarkJardel (Lancaster, PA)
(Marieta, Pa. and Surrounding Area) 

#619 Richard Matta (Potomac, MD) 
(McKeesport/North Huntington/lrwin)

Total Membership as of 10/15/20 -------------------------
(includes 4 life members)

101
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER continued from page 2:

increased communication with local historical societies and stamp clubs will help us meet my 
second goal of increasing our membership. I have offered several Pennsylvania stamp clubs the 
opportunity to have us do a presentation on the PATHS for their members. I think it will be a 
great recruiting tool!

In closing, a small bit about me. My collecting interests are many, including Philadelphia 
cancellations in particular. I also collect US to 1997, worldwide to 1940, and Switzerland. I have 
been a member of the APS for 25 years, and I have joined so many other clubs and societies that I 
forget all the letters. And yet, I still feel like the new guy here since so many of our members 
have such a wealth of knowledge and experience in the philatelic world. I hope to touch base 
with all of our members, so you may hear from me soon!

Steve

Zoom Board of Directors Meeting, September 25, 2020

The following were in attendance: Dick Colberg, Steve Kennedy, Norm Shachat, Gus Spector, 
Anita Sprankle, Dan Telep and Steve Washbume. President Steve Washbume called the meeting 
to order at 5:05 PM.

Secretary Norm Shachat presented the results of the mail election for Board of Directors, Class 
of 2022, as follows: Gus Spector, 35; Steve Washbume, 35; Steve Kennedy, 34; Charles Dicomo, 
1. Eighteen members responded by “snail” mail and sixteen, by e-mail. Thus, 36.5% of our 
membership voted, an all-time record!!!

Steve Washbume indicated that he did not wish to continue as President and nominated Steve 
Kennedy to succeed him. He also indicated that Dick Colberg agreed to continue serving as 
Treasurer, and Norm Shachat, as Secretary. There being no other nominations, the officers were 
unanimously elected.

At the suggestion of our Editor, the Board voted unanimously to maintain our current ad fees, 
negating a vote at a previous unofficial Zoom Board meeting to double the fees.

Other items were mentioned and discussed, but the above were the only official actions
required by our bylaws and deemed necessary to record.

Respectfully submitted,

Norm Shachat, Secretary
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Member E-Mail Addresses
Phil Bansner
John Barwis 
Stan Bednarczyk 
Glenn Blauch 
Ron Breznay 
Mike Burke 
Tom Clarke 
Richard Colberg 
Gerald Cross 
Dave Crossland 
Roger Curran 
Allison Cusick 
George Danyliw 
Charles DiComo 
William Dixon 
John Dowd 
Bairy Elkins 
Neal Erkes 
Helen Galatan-Stone 
Aaron Heckler 
Charles Hessler 
Tom Hom 
Steve Kennedy 
Van Koppersmith 
David Latzko 
Rick Leiby 
Gordon Mathis 
Tom Mazza 
Bob McKain 
Lloyd Mitchell 
Letty Moon 
Gordon Morison

phil@philbansner.com (Postal History Dealer)
jbarwis@charter.net (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)
stanb@columbus.rr.com (Lackawanna County)
glblauch@gmail.com (Lebanon Co.)
ronbreznay@ptd.net (Luzerne Co.)
burkemf@verizon.net (Braddock, Greencastle, Rankin, Swissvale) 
ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com (Philadelphia Postal History)
appraisestamps@gmail.com (Litiz)
gcross@epix.net (Wilkes-Barre)
davidcrossland45@gmail.com (Reading and Berks Counties) 
rdcnrc@ptd.net (Lewisburg to 1900, Fancy Cancels)
awcusick20@gmail.com (Fayette and Sommerset Counties, Mach. Cane.) 
danburlak@hotmail.com (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.) 
charles.dicomo@gmail.com (Lancaster Co., U, S. Stampless, Transatlantic) 
widixon@stamps.org (Wyoming County, Fakes and Forgeries)
j.e.dowd@frontiemet.net (Pike and Wayne Counties, Sullivan County, NY) 
elkinj@comcast.net (Philadelphia Co.)
nerkes57@gmail.com (Philadelphia)
hfstone@rcn.com (Phila. Buildings prior to 1900)
pegpens@gmail.com (Southeast PA, Postcards, Adv. Covers) 
charlesb0805@verizon.net (Luzerne and Monroe Co., NEPA Coal Mining) 
bullbythe@gmail.com (Huntingdon and Centre Counties, Gettysburg) 
skycopatc@yahoo.com (Philadelphia)
cleave3@aol.com (Phila. Maritime Markings)
dalatzko@yahoo.com (York County)
rleiby@aol.com (Pa. Stampless)
searcher@westpa.net (Warren County)
tommazza@interport.net (Erie, Western Pa.)
57-vette@comcast.net (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)
rmitchell@staff.washjeff.edu (Southwest Pa.., Washington Co. RFD’s) 
lettymoon@comcast.net (Southeastern PA Counties) 
morisong@comcast.net (Bradford County)

Vem Morris 
Bud Newman 
Norm Nicol 
Larry Pettinger 
Andrew Reid 
Robert G. Rufe 
Bill Schultz 
Mark Schwartz 
Norm Shachat 
Robert Shaub 
Dave Silcox 
Don W. Smith 
Gus Spector 
Anita Sprankle 
Ron Summers 
Gordon Trotter 
Dan Telep 
Joe Volutza 
Steve Washbume 
Harry Winter 
Cliff Woodward 
Ronald J. Yeager 
Chet Zaremba

doctorcoverdude@gmail.com (Philadelphia, Locals)
bud.newman@newmanpaperboard.com (Pa. Stampless)
ndnicol@epix.net (Luzerne and Wyoming Counties)
pettinger 1 @verizon.net (Susquehanna County)
andrewdreid@verizon.net (GB Transatlantic Mail to PA, pre-1865)
rrufel@aol.com (Bucks County)
bill@patriciaschultz.com (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)
mark.schwartzl@verizon.net (Pa. Postmaster Franks, Pittsburgh 1st Fed. Handstamp) 
nshachat@msn.com (Phila. and Bucks Co.)
r_shaub351 @live.com (York County) 
silx404@aol.com (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)
donsmith32@atlanticbb.net (Johnstown, Cambria County) 
gspec56@aol.com (Phila., Buildings, Civil War)
atsprankle@aol.com (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)
summ 1 ron@verizon.net (Philadelphia Ad Covers)
trotters2@verizon.net (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence) 
dtelep@cdgnavigates.com (Economy, Sewickley, Western Pa.) 
jsvphil@frontiemet.net (Berks county, Dealer)
stevewashbume@gmail.com (Philadelphia County)
harwin@umich.edu (Centre County, Railroads)
vagabond3@comcast.net (Western Pa., Oil Towns)
cry@atlanticbb.net (Elk, Cameron and McKean Counties)
cz3826@comcast.net (Nanticote and PA Covers
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A New Late Use of the Philadelphia 4-in-Circle Ship Letter Marking

By Rick Leiby (# 379)

The cover shown in Figure 1 was recently acquired on e-Bay. It attracted my interest because 
it was received in Philadelphia in March of 1799. The 4-in-circle hand stamp marking is the 4th 
device used for this rate, designated 50Id by Clarke. I previously wrote about these markings and 
included a census of the covers in an article in the February 2010 Historian. This brings the 
number of recorded 501d covers to 5. All other recorded 501 d examples are from 1798. This is 
the first I have recorded from 1799 near the end of the rate period.

Figure 1

The docketing on the back (Figure 2) clearly indicates that the folded letter was dated Feb. 19, 
1799 in Havana and was received in Philadelphia on March 25, 1799.

Figure 2

Although the Act of March 2, 1799 changed the rate of a letter conveyed by private ship and 
addressed to port of entry from 4 to 6 cents, the above cover indicates that the lower rate was 
applied as late as March 25.
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Kinzua Watershed Post Offices
By Ronald Yeager (# 544)

Sawmills were abundant in the early history of McKean County. Small villages were 
established and post offices established by the owners of these mills. Most mills only lasted a 
few years and the town and post offices vanished. In my years of searching, I have only been 
able to obtain a few covers from the watershed area but I am listing all the post offices in the 
event they are someday found. Figure 1 shows a map of the area. As always all articles are 
works in progress as new information is always forthcoming.

Moransoif**

SOUTH

ROOT 
RUN

JCAMP1ELLTWN

DtB

RAILROADS OF THE
KINZUA WATERSHED

EVANO
LAFAYETTE 
(LANTZ* . 

CORNER)

MILLS
PLANT

° SAW
• CHEMICAL
• TOWNS
— RAJ-ROADS
— STREAMS

OI
SCALE- MLES

KANE

Figure 1

MARSHBURG, PA (Eden) 
LAYFAYETTE TOWNSHIP

MCKEAN COUNTY
•

November 13, 1850 
January 16,1873 
June 16, 1890 
May 18,1893 
October 30,1909

Post Office opened as Eden
Post Office closed
Post Office opened as Marshburgh
Post Office name changed to Marshburg 
Post Office closed

Eden was the original name of the post office at Marshburg. The East West State Road ran 
through the center of the county from Smethport, Pa. to Warren, Pa. (Warren Co.) with a stop 
here along the way. Now it is a road junction at Rt. 770 and Rt. 59. It was a typical lumber town 
with not only a post office but a school, stores, a hotel and a railroad. Jonathan Marsh was the 
first Postmaster.
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On April 26, 1890 a post office was approved again for this area with Peter R. Davis the new 
Postmaster. The oil fever in the area probably contributed to the establishment of a new post 
office. Population was listed as 100 inhabitants. Today the area is dotted with mostly camps and 
about 30 houses. It is serviced by Star Rt. No. 1 out of Lewis Run, PA.

The cacheted cover in Figure 2 is a union Civil War Eagle & Shield with a manuscript cancel 
from the first post office. The stamp US Scott No. 65 has a written B canceling it. I theorize that 
the cancel was the initial of the Postmaster at that time. Bela Bartholomew became Postmaster on 
May 28, 1868. In a village so small it seems possible that Scott No. 65 stamps were still in use. 
It was addressed to Mrs. Mary E. Carpenter at Sartwell, McKean Co. Pa. (1852-1902, D.P.O.). 
Figure 3 shows another cacheted union cover bearing a blue “Soldiers Dream Camp Site” vignette 
with a seal of Massachusetts. It also bears a US Scott No. 65 stamp canceled from Old Point 
Comfort, Va. It was also sent to a lady with the last name of Carpenter at Eden, McKean Co., Pa. 
(most likely some relation).

Figure 2

Figure 3

A<r. rwthoymr IW% wy CiV*r. In
Olnol tlxe District Court of th* Uaitoi SUUi, for th# SealL-rna District of Xew York.

THE miON, THE CONSTITUTION,
-------XM> TuC---

ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS.
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OLIVEDALE, PA
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

November 2, 1878 Post Office opened
September 30, 1910 Post Office closed

The village, proposed population of 100 was located on the Mt. Jewett, Kinzua, Riterville 
Railroad which was a spur of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Originally the Gaffney Wood Chemical 
Plant and later the Test Oil Company had factories here. Mr. Harry E. Gaffney, owner of the plant 
was the first Postmaster. It was actually the first post office in the valley. Mr. Gaffney lived in 
Bradford, Pa. on Jackson Avenue one block away from my home.

Today the area of the village is located one mile off of Route 219 (built in 1929) at a place 
listed as Tally Ho on Pennsylvania road maps. The road leads to Westline, Pa. A box culvert 
bridge on this road is the only indication of the whereabouts of this village.

This Christmas post card (Figure 4) dated December 23, 1908 is franked with a U.S. Scott No. 
300 and is addressed to Mt. Jewett, Pa. about 9 miles away.

Figure 4

WHITE GRAVEL, PA 
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

May 5, 1884 
Sept. 24, 1884 
May 5, 1890 
July 15, 1895

Post Office opened 
Post Office closed 
Post Office reopened 
Post Office closed
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Henry Southard, the first Postmaster had a small sawmill employing 25 people. The office 
was originally open a little over four months. Mr. Southard lived in Bradford, Pa. and probably 
never ran the office since his main interests were in oil and gas. Records show that after the 
office was closed the mail was serviced from Bradford. The application listed 70 families when it 
was requested to be reopened. This mill burned in 1891 but was rebuilt. This along with the oil 
and gas exploration in the area most likely provided enough business to keep the office open. 
Mail would have been delivered to the station there from the Kinzua, Pa. (Warren Co.) via the 
Bradford RR. Clayton Brown was listed as the Postmaster when it reopened. When the office 
closed the mail was serviced from Watsonville, PA, three miles to the west. Today no evidence 
exists of this village.

GUFFEY, PA
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

December 14, 1887 
October 31, 1914 
August 14, 1918 
March 15, 1926

Post Office opened 
Post Office closed 
Post Office reopened 
Post Office closed

A special post office was requested by the village since there was no railroad transportation 
into the valley at that time. The application of April 1887 stated that the mail would be supplied 
from the Lafayette, Pa. post office which was 3 !6 miles east of Guffey. It was understood that 
there would be no expense to the post office department. Population was listed as 125. The 
application must have been questioned since the post office did not open until December of that 
same year. John Floyd was proposed as the first Postmaster and records show that he was 
approved.

The Mount Jewett, Kinzua and Riterville Railroad was incorporated on April 12, 1889 and I 
assume that arrangements were then made to have mail delivered to the station at Guffey. The 
office was discontinued in 1914 and mail was supplied from Mt. Jewett, Pa. It reopened almost 4 
years later, most likely because the Kinzua Petroleum Co. at Tally Ho and the South Penn Oil Co. 
were located there. Today one camp located on the old railroad grade marks the area to show 
evidence that the village existed. The area is located % mile off Rt. 219 about 1 'A miles from the 
road to Westline, PA. A road sign marks the road to the area.

The registered cover in Figure 5 in on an embossed two-cent red Washington envelope sold by 
the post office. It also bears two 5 cent dark blue stamps, U.S. Scott No. 281 paying the registry 
fee of 10 cents.
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Figure 5

MORRISON’S, PA 
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

December 28, 1888 
December 1, 1894 
October 31, 1895 
December 13, 1895 
April 14, 1906

Post Office opened
Post Office name changed to Morrisons
Post Office closed
Post Office reopened 
Post Office closed

Neilyville, Dunkle and Morrisons were small villages within 1 mile of each other. They were 
located up the valley six miles from the town of Kinzua, Pa. (D.P.O. Warren Co.). A few farms 
and a sawmill were located there. Frank Morrison petitioned and was granted a post office on 
November 19, 1888. The office was to be serviced from the Olean, Bradford and Warren 
Railroad which had a station at Morrisons. James Norton is listed as the first Postmaster.

In 1891 Mr. Morrison and George Ball bought another sawmill and continued their lumbering 
operation. Mr. Norton evidently finished his sawing or sold out and left the area leaving the post 
office vacant; thus the reason for the closing. The mail was then serviced from Watsonville, Pa. 
three miles to the east. I can find no application where the post office was again approved for 
reopening. It may be that the office was temporarily closed waiting an appointment of a new 
postmaster. Why it closed in 1906 I am also unsure since the sawmill did not close until 1916. 
Either way the post office at Kinzua became the providing office for mail by either a star or rural 
route. Also, in 1909 the Kinzua Chemical Factory was built here and operated until 1946. New 
owners renamed the plant Morrisons Chemical Factory and operated it for three years. 
Subsequently people started moving away as the government planned to flood the town for the 
projected Kinzua Dam which did not get built until 15 years later. Today the village as well as the 
town of Kinzua are underwater due to the building of the Kinzua Dam in 1964.

Although I lost an E-bay bid on a cover from this office, it is proof that at least one exists.
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WATSONVILLE, PA 
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNT

July 15, 1889 
July 11, 1894 
July 23, 1894 
January 15, 1898

Post Office established. 
Post Office closed 
Post Office reopened 
Post Office closed

The village was created in the fall of 1885 when a sawmill was erected there. The sawmill 
belonged to W. S. Weed and Co. of Binghamton, NY. It was the largest mill in the area. It was 
located three miles east of the village of Morrisons, Pa. on Chapel Fork creek at the mouth of N. 
Branch Creek.

A population of 300 was listed on the application to the Post Office Dept. It was located on the 
Kinzua, Pa. (D.P.O. Warren Co.)-to Bradford RR, a spur of the Western NY and PA RR.

The post office closed on July 11, 1894 but twelve days later it was reopened and continued in 
operation until June 15, 1898. In 1894 a newspaper article states that the sawmill burned and 
whether it was to be rebuilt was unknown. Evidently it was rebuilt since the post office never 
closed until 1898. The mail was then serviced from Morrisons, Pa.

Today the area is once again all forest and there is no railroad or roads to mark the location of 
the village. There is a road called Chapel Fork running southwest from the village of Marshburg 
on PA Rt. 59. There are a few houses on the first ‘Z» mile. After that the rough road branches in 
many directions due to the drilling in the area.

The cover in Figure 6 is franked with two U.S. Scott No. 219 stamps canceled Nov. 14, 1893. 
It bears a Bradford Transit as well as a Smethport, Pa. receiving cancel on the back of the 
envelope.

c
/

✓

Figure 6
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KUSHEQUA, PA 
HAMLIN TOWNSHIP 
MCKEAN COUNTY

April 1, 1891 Post Office opened
June 30, 1958 Post Office closed

The name of the town is a Seneca Indian name which means dark water. The Kinzua creek 
originated in a virgin hemlock swamp at Bachus, Pa. (D.P.O.) and its waters were dark, looking 
like a strong tea.

Elisha Kent Kane planned the village and selected the name (Figure 7). The village is located 
300' below and roughly 4 miles north of Mt. Jewett, Pa. It is situated about 1 Yz miles west of 
General Thomas L. Kane's famous Kinzua Bridge which spanned the valley. Here he built a 
sawmill. On April 12, 1889 he incorporated the Mt. Jewett, Kinzua and Riterville Railroad 
(Figure 8). Both of these covers are 2-cent Columbian envelopes (Scott U 349). The August 11, 
1898 envelope contains a Columbus watermark on laid paper.

Figure 7

Figure 8

Eetan to
H?. JEWHT, SI5ZUA t HITEBVILLE E. B. CO..

KUSHEQUA, McKern t
If cst ddlrtred withh * >'. •

• • •.1

Janies Glandlrg

113 115 Queen st.

Philadelphia, Pa.

♦
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Kushequa became more than just a single industry town with a clothes pin factory, planing mill 
and two chemical plants. Unlike most lumber towns, it entered into a second generation of 
industry. Clay on the surrounding hillsides caused 3 new companies to locate in the village, two 
brick plants and one tile plant. One company’s advertising comer is shown (Figure 9) on a 2-cent 
carmine, U.S. Scott No. U411 envelope. The cancellation date is unreadable. As this industry 
folded, the railroad also started to decline and only a single round trip from Kushequa to Mr. 
Jewett survived to carry mail, limited freight and an occasional passenger. On July 5, 1932 the 
railroad was dissolved.

Today this out of the way village consists of about 35 families and Silverside, the name of 
Elisha K. Kane's original mansion which is privately owned by a corporation.

After 5 days retnrn to*
THE KFSIIEQl A BRICK CO.. 
KVSITE<JUA. McKraa Co.. 1’A.

Ur. C. Q. Poison,

RutlI Rcuta yj, box

Port Alle&iny.

Pa.

Figure 9

NORTH KANE, PA 
WETMORE TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY
April 4, 1893 Post Office opened
May 31,1898 Post Office closed

Three miles north of Kane, Pa. off of Route 321, the sons of George W. Campbell bought a 
sawmill, shingle lab and a planing mill at the headwaters of Hubert Run which eventually empties 
into Kinzua Creek. A sawmill had been erected here in 1886 along with a two mile RR. This 
railroad was extended and incorporated as the Kinzua Creek and Kane RR on June 14, 1888. A 
butter bowl factory was built here in 1894. The mill closed in 1898. The original application 
listed the post office name to be Mary but this was changed by I assume the Post Office Dept.

Figure 10 shows a cover sent by the owners of the sawmill. It bears an October 4, 1893 cancel 
on a two cent violet Columbian envelope, U. S. Scott No. U349.

HISTORIAN Vol. 48, No. 4 (Whole No. 225) November 2020 14



Bctnro to G. W. CAMPBELL & SONS,
KOBTH KANE, McKean Co., Pa., 

If not delivered within 5 days.

Figure 10

WESTLINE, PA
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

October 17, 1893 
November 17,1975 
November 18,1975 
March 3, 1995

Post Office opened
Post Office closed
Post Office opened as a Contract Station 
Post Office closed

Today Westline is a village of about 40 families made up of mostly camps, a bar/hotel 
(Westline Inn), a church and a craft store.

It once boasted a population of 700 people and for 50 years was a chemical wood factory
town. Figure 11 shows an advertising cover from the Day Chemical Co. It is a George 
Washington 2-cent carmine embossed envelope, U.S. Scott No. U411, posted on March 11, 1916. 
The chemical plant probably started about 1901. At the time of construction it was one of the five 
largest in Pennsylvania. It was closed in 1930 and purchased a year later by the Union Charcoal 
Co. which sold it in 1941 to new owners who called it the Westline Chemical Co. In February of 
1946 the Susquehana Chemical Co. was formed and bought the plant. The company officially 
closed on June 27, 1952.

Figure 12 shows an advertising cover from the Valley Railroad. It was incorporated on April 
24, 1901 by Edmund Day, owner of Day Chemical Co. For many years the railroad had the 
distinction of being the shortest common carrier railroad in the U.S. The railroad operated in two 
different directions from Westline, Pa., but not at the same time. During the early years it ran 
eastward to Kushequa and in later years westward to Kinzua, Pa. (D.P.O. Warren Co.) The 
railroad was abandoned on August 13,1953. This cover is addressed to Complanter, Pa. (D.P.O. 
Warren Co.), also in the Kinzua valley. It is a 2-cent George Washington carmine envelope, U. S, 
Scott No. U395. Notice spelling of West Line on this cover with a July 30, 1907 cancel. This 
spelling was the original request on the application for a post office, but I assume the post office 
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department changed it to one word.

The cover in Figure 13 marked the last day of service from the contract station. Today the mail 
is delivered via a Star Route from Mt. Jewett, PA.

TnCTpBGH ? CO*,

V-,.

Figure 11

Aft r 3 dar*. return to
VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY. 

WESTLINE. M Kran Co.. PX

Ur.R.B.Green,Ugr.»

•The 3t«r Grocery;

CoT7.?lant*rt ;

Penna*

Figure 12

Figure 13
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GLEN CHARLES, PA
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP 

MCKEAN COUNTY

July 17, 1895 Post Office opened
Mar. 31, 1900 Post Office closed

Located here was a sawmill about 1 !6 miles north of Westline, Pa. up Turnip Run Creek. 
Sawing commenced in 1895 and the Valley RR was built down to Westline. The application for a 
post office states that it would serve a population of 800, with 500 of them residents. The
Postmaster at Westline signed the application. It seems it was common practice by Postmasters or 
owners to stretch the population figures so as to make sure a post office would be approved.

In 2005 I had a chance to visit the site on an archaeology dig with a professor from the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford, who was doing research for the Allegheny National Forest, 
to prove that human habitation once existed there. I was shown some remains of the dam and a 
stone wall which most likely was part of the sawmill. Records from her research and the McKean 
Co. Courthouse show that the village contained a store, post office and about 60 residents at its
peak. We also dug up some pottery fragments which we bagged for further proof that the village 
did exist.

Today I am not even sure I could find the spot again since there are many oil and gas lease 
roads in the vicinity.

GRANERE, PA
HAMLIN TOWNSHIP 
MCKEAN COUNTY

April 28, 1898 Post Office opened
Aug. 30, 1902 Post Office closed

The Rich Lumber Company purchased land and built a sawmill here in 1897. On May 6 of 
that same year the South Branch RR was incorporated and a station built. Mail was eventually 
serviced from this station. This village of about 65 houses was located about one mile northwest 
of Lantz (Lantz's Comer), Pa. and about four miles west of Mt. Jewett, Pa. As fast as the village 
was bom, it briefly flourished and then just as quickly perished.

Today it is located off the Old Bradford Road on Rt. 219 at Lantz's Comer. If one knows 
where to look you can still see some evidence of stone foundations.

BACKUS, PA
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP

MCKEAN COUNTY

July 6, 1898 Post Office opened
Jan. 31, 1921 Post Office closed

The headwaters of the Kinzua Creek originate here. This small settlement, population 100, 
had a RR depot. It was the junction point with the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh RR (B&O) 
along with E. K. Kane's RR running from Mt. Jewett to Kushequa to Smethport, Pa., the county 
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seat. This afforded the citizens of the county seat to access Bradford, Kane & Mt. Jewett and 
other points. Today there are no roads to this spot as it has gone the way of other so called ghost 
towns as not a vestige remains. Traveling today you would find it about 2 miles west of Ormsby 
& 2 16 miles east of Mt. Alton (both D.P.O.'s) off of Route 59.

Tourist opportunities abound in this roughly 160 square miles of McKean County. Kinzua 
Bridge State Park with its skywalk and six million dollar visitor center is a must see. Take a ride 
on the backroads and scenic byways along the backwaters of the Kinzua Dam. Stop for lunch at 
the rustic Bob's Trading Post, located on Rt. 321 between Kane and Marshburgh, and enjoy the 
best pizza in the county along with hand dipped Hershey's ice cream. Enjoy lunch or elegant 
dining at the historic Westline Inn. Camping, hiking and biking provide great opportunities for 
the hearty. The unparalleled beauty provides a relaxing atmosphere for those who wish a slower 
pace even if only for a day or weekend.

References:

History of the Counties of McKean, Elk, Cameron and Potter by J. H. Beers & Co.

Sawmills Among the Derricks by Thomas T. Taber III

McKean County Historical Society

Kane Centennial Booklet

Historical Data McKean County 1804-1970 by McKean County Schools

EDITOR’S COMMENTS continued from page 3:

number of recorded examples to 5!

This one-pager is followed by one of the longest articles we have published in some time. In 
Kinzua Watershed Post Offices, Ron Yeager provides the history of 12 discontinued post offices 
in McKean County, the bulk of which closed more than 100 years ago. In his last paragraph, he 
invites us to visit this beautiful part of our state. Were it not for the pandemic, I believe my wife 
and I might have done so this summer. Hopefully we will be able to plan a trip like this next 
summer.

As Dan Telep points out in The Other Side of the Envelope, receiving markings are an 
important part of postal history collecting and exhibiting. Examples of such markings in his 
Sewickley, Pa. exhibit are illustrated and discussed. The article also includes a nice review of the 
postal laws and regulations regarding receiving markings.

I’m sure that to most of us part of Steve Swain’s opening sentence in Pennsylvania Postal 
Notes: “Postal Notes are an obscure US postal issue”, ring true. Available for only a ten-year

(Continued on page 27)
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The Other Side of the Envelope
By Daniel M. Telep (# 392) 

“Postal Operations and Ephemera” now perfectly describes my newly remounted Sewickley, 
Pa. collection. No longer does the title page of the exhibit claim to represent simply the “Postal 
History” of this very small town, its local neighborhood, and the ten post offices eventually 
folded into one to serve the Sewickley area outside of Pittsburgh on the banks of the Ohio River. 
It was a carefully worded change, yes, suggested by APS judges along the way, and now allowing 
me to romance the story and enhance the collection with vintage photographs, post cards, maps, 
letters and other related envelope contents.

Naturally, the exhibit now includes and discusses markings on the other side of the envelopes, 
namely receiving handstamps. Figure 1 shows the exciting discovery copy of the first 
Sewickley, Pa. receiving handstamp, dated October 20, 1882. Illustrating why I find this study of 
a small town’s postal operations so interesting, this envelope was mailed the same day and post 
marked at Leetsdale, Pa. just three miles away from Sewickley.

I
»

i

L

OCV -*«V ,E?2 ’

»

Figure 1 Front and back
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I labeled the rudimentary arched handstamp ‘Type I’ because a second variety from the same 
post office, Figure 2, also a Discovery Copy, was used on July 3, 1884. This 20 1883 stamped 
envelope originated 75 miles north of Sewickley in Meadville, Pa. one day before on July 2.

4

:■
i

I
I

I
• •

Figure 2 Front and back

I was beginning to wonder why the practice of receiving markings was instituted and when. 
Was it a Federal Regulation? What purpose did it accomplish? Did every post office have to 
apply receiving marks? I started digging into my philatelic library looking for answers.

Opening Simpson’s “U.S. Postal Markings 1851 -1861” (1979 edition) and searching for 
Receiving Handstamps, I found no mention there. The addendum reproduction of the “Postal 
Laws and Regulations Effective July 1, 1855” did not contain a reference to Receiving 
Handstamps, only instructions for receiving, recording and dispatching mail. Postmasters were 
required to record mail arrival and departure times and number of pieces in a log. There it was. 

But what about the use of a handstamp on the envelope itself? Also in my library, I found the 
answer to several of my questions in the original copy of “The Postal Laws and Regulations of 
the U.S., 1893.” ‘Back-Stamping,’ Section 509, says: “Every Postmaster, the gross receipts of 
whose office amount to $500 per annum, and every postmaster of a separating office, upon 
receipt of the mail, will immediately place the postmark of his office on the back of every letter 
therein received, showing the date and the hour of the day when the letter was received; and 
every postmaster whose office is not a separating office, and the gross receipts of which are less 
than $500 per annum, will immediately upon receipt of the mail, back-stamp the month, the day
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of the month, and the year upon the back of every letter therein received, using the postmarking 
stamp for that purpose. The value and importance are so great that failure to observe this rule, if 
continuous or repeated after notice, will be ground for removal from office. ” Sounds very much 
like government regulation writing we are familiar with today, only more threatening!

That means these receiving markings are more than just “auxiliary markings,” in my way of 
thinking usually less important than the originating postmark cancelling the stamp. Oh, this 
receiving mark, or rather its absence, could lead to dismissal of the postmaster! And it should be 
called by its official, rightful name: a backstamp. Duely noted.

So, the larger or separating offices had to also supply the time received, but the smaller offices 
only the month, date, and year. So far, the Sewickley Post Office used two of that variety. But 
Type III, Figure 3, shows the backstamp on a cover franked with a 20 1883 Banknote Issue from 
Pittsburgh sent on May 11, 1885 at 9 P.M. to Sewickley where it was received on May 12, 1885 
at 9 A.M. That means the office now qualified for the additional requirement of time recording.

Figure 3 1885 Cover and backstamp

With the increase of mail volume and the requirements for speed, efficiency and economies of 
scale for smaller local offices, standard cancellation devices were later used on outgoing as well 
as incoming mail. They no longer needed to purchase a special device with “Rec’d.” in the 
Handstamp. That practice is illustrated in Figure 4. This envelope coming in from New York 
City on October 2, 1899, has been back-stamped with the Sewickley, Pa. Type III handstamp.

Showing even greater progress, the Sewickley backstamp mark became the machine cancel 
they used at the time. Figure 5 illustrates the machine cancel on a letter mailed from nearby 
Pittsburg, Pa. on November 8, 1909. Note that the address had to be corrected with the two line 
handstamp “SEWICKLEY HEIGHTS / SEWICKLEY PENNSYLVANIA.”

When did the requirement end? For that matter, when exactly did it begin and when did it relax 
the requirement to have a separate dedicated handstamp device? In the meantime, look at the 
other side of your covers and include their back-stamps in your descriptions.
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J. W. McOKEAD Y, M. D.
S5 East utirni St.. 

jnrwr yoke.

Figure 4 1899 Cover and backstamp

Figure 5 1909 Cover and machine backstamp

Stay Safe and Stay Well
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Pennsylvania Postal Notes

By Steve Swain (# 590)

Only available between September 3, 1883 and June 1894, Postal Notes are an obscure US 
postal issue offering an intriguing collecting theme. 70.8 million Postal Notes were issued, used 
as intended, then destroyed. Approximately 1,500 have survived for collectors and historians. 

Background

In response to the hoarding of gold and silver coins soon after the outbreak of the American 
Civil War, fractional currency “banknotes” were introduced by the US government in 3, 5, 10, 15, 
25 and 50-cent denominations. The currency was an effective method for the payment of a variety 
of low-cost goods and services, either in person or through the mail.

When fractional currency was repealed on February 15, 1876, the US Money Order system 
was the only option to send money. But that system proved cumbersome for sending small 
amounts of money. Consequently, people began to mail coins and/or postage stamps to serve as 
payment for goods and services. This method also proved cumbersome and ineffective for 
reasons not the least of which was mail theft.

To address this, the Postal Note series was introduced on September 3,1883. The Postal Note 
was a type of money order form intended to facilitate the sending of small amounts of money 
through the mail. It could be issued only in amounts less than $5.00. A fee of three cents, indicated 
by the imprinted fee “stamp” on the face of the note, was charged for each note.
Pennsylvania Postal Notes

Figure 1 shows the front and reverse of a January 3, 1894 one-cent Berwick, Pennsylvania 
Postal Note with an enlargement of the note’s amount. The holes punched though the 
“DIMES/CENTS” 1 to 0 numbers on the right side of the note’s front also confirm the one-cent 
amount.

mu. hvt TO KEAHEK mtbluBuw tnotidiH fti»m tlicbwl 
dnvoflhe iiiontlt of U* w

/L Ihillnn*,
0 C\

Figure 1 January 3,1894 one-cent Berwick, Pennsylvania Postal Note
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Postal Notes were privately produced by three companies in six design types. The name of the 
producing bank note company is always found at the bottom center of the note’s front side.

• Type I: Engraved and printed by the Homer Lee Bank Note Company; printed on yellow paper.

• Type II: Engraved and printed by the Homer Lee Bank Note Company; printed on creamy white 
paper; the paying city is hand-written.

• Type II-A: Engraved and printed by the Homer Lee Bank Note Company; rubber-stamped or 
hand-written ’’ANY MONEY ORDER OFFICE” appears on the paying office line.

• Type III: Engraved and printed by the Homer Lee Bank Note Company; "ANY MONEY ORDER 
OFFICE” engraved in straight line.

• Type IV: Engraved and printed by the American Bank Note Company.

• Type V: Printed by Dunlap & Clarke of Philadelphia.

Thanks to the government’s publicity, the first and final designs are the most common notes. 
No publicity was produced for the other design changes. Type III notes are considered the design 
rarities of the series.

Government officials, wary of the continuing problem of postal theft, initially mandated that 
the notes could be cashable only in the city named by the purchaser. As such, the initial designs, 
Types I and II, had a space for the postal clerk to indicate where the note was being sent. If stolen 
en route, the note had no value, as it could not be cashed in any other city. This was changed in 
January 1887. Rather than being cashable at only one named post office, a Postal Note could be 
cashable at any money order office, as can be seen on the Figure 1 note.

Figures 2, 3 and 4 are examples of Type II notes having the paying city written on the note 
included within the language, “The Postmaster at <city, state> will pay to Bearer...”

Figure 2 East Liberty Station, Pittsburgh, August 26, 1884 two-cent note payable in Boston, 
Massachusetts
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Figure 4 Forty-five-cent Shamokin, September 17,1844 note, payable in New York

Arguably the most valuable Postal Notes are Type I printed on a yellowish-gold paper. These 
are rare because they were only issued in 1883 and 1884. They can have a serial number of one 
or higher. Figure 5 shows a seven-cent Uniontown, Pennsylvania Postal Note with a serial 
number “66.”

Figure 5 Seven-cent Uniontown September 24,1883 note, payable in New York

A scarce Type I note, issued in Germantown Station, Philadelphia, is dated September 3, 1883 
and shown in Figure 6. Not only was this note assigned a serial number “1”, it is a first day of 
issue note.
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Figure 6 One-cent first day of issue, serial number I, Germantown Type J postal note 

An intriguing Philadelphia note is shown in Figure 7. Notice the issue date of September 1, 
1883 — two days before the official release date of Postal Notes.

Figure 7 One-cent pre-first day of issue, serial number 2, Philadelphia Type I postal note

As with any philatelic item you are considering adding to your collection, or beginning to 
collect, the item’s condition, rarity, availability, etc., are all components potentially affecting an 
asking price and as elements included in your buying decision. A cursory review of Postal Notes 
available for sale at the time of this writing revealed numerous available items with quality 
condition. And, depending on the seller (e.g., major auction houses), scarce and rare items are 
being readily offered. That said, recall that only 1,500 notes have survived for investors and 
collectors. Prices for such items are not necessarily for the faint of heart. An 1883 Tucson, 
Arizona note is carrying an asking price of $2,499. A Station E, New York note can be purchased 
for $1,500. Possibly more attainable is an 1883, Type I Philadelphia note commanding a $695 
price. Happy collecting!

Author’s Note:

Although they share a purpose, Postal Notes should not be confused with Postal Note stamps, 
issued from February 1, 1945 until March 31, 1951. Unlike regular postage stamps, postal note 
stamps, together with postal note cards, were created to send small amounts of money up to ten 
dollars to anyone on the mainland of the United States. On the next page are images of the 
stamp s eighteen denominations and a 48-centpostal note card.
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Sources:

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United States postal notes
• https://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp7TOPIC ID=58526
• https://currency.ha.com (Heritage Auctions)

EDITOR’S COMMENTS continued from page 18:

period, they are indeed an intriguing collecting interest. Because only -—1500 examples have 
survived, they are not cheap.

I would like to thank those who contributed to this issue and hope that they encourage other 
members to submit articles. I hope you enjoy this issue as much as I enjoyed preparing it. My 
backlog remains robust, but no editor ever has too much; especially one who hopes to soon turn 
over the responsibility to a new editor.

As I complete this issue in mid-October, it does not appear that we will be past this pandemic 
for some time to come. The fall increase in positive cases, predicted by the medical experts, is 
occurring and it is likely that the situation will worsen as we head into winter. Our new president 
has indicated that he plans more membership interactions online. In order to facilitate such 
interactions, it is important that he have your e-mail address. So if you are not already listed on 
page 5, please send your e-mail address to him (skycopatc@vahoo.com). If you do not have an 
e-mail address, please let him know with a short note by mail.

As I have indicated several times in the past, I only include those who have requested that their 
e-mail addresses be listed along with their PA collecting interests in the Historian.

Stay safe and stay well!
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WANTED - Toledo Postmarks 
I exhibit Toledo PO’s of the world. 34 Toledo PO’s have 

been located in the US along with 6 in foreign countries. 

I am looking for examples from;

A postmark or postmarks, comer card or cachet of a business, or letter addressed 
to any off the above, or information on the location of one would be appreciated • 

Contact Dave Plunkett
Yellowbrd9@aol.com or 41 9-53 I -7810 or 

P.O. Box 2, Maumee, OH 53537-0002
Many thanks to the member who alerted me to the auction with a Toledo, PA cover.

Toledo, State of Parana, Brazil 

Toledo, Norte de Santander 
Department, Colombia 

Toledo, AL- Fayette Co. 
Toledo, AR - Cleveland Co. 
Toledo, CO - Prowers Co.

Toledo, FL -
Brevard or St. Lucie Co.

Toledo, 7X - III
Fayette & Newton Co. |||

Toledo, IN - Huntington Co. IN Toledo, MO - III
Calloway & Henry Co. |||Toledo, IL • Union Co. IL

Toledo, KY - 
Metcalfe & Pulaski Co

Toledo, NC - III
Rutherford & Transylvania Co. |||

Toledo, LA • Vernon Parrish Toledo, SD - Lyman Co. 1

Toledo, MS • Lowndes Co. Toledo, VW - Nicholas Co. |||

Chester County Pennsylvania Post Offices
Written, Edited and Published

By William R. Schultz
West Chester, PA

Over 500 pages in color; ~800 cover scans

Available from the author on a flash drive for $6.00, post paid!!! 

Write to:
William R. Schultz

235 Chatham, Hershey’s Mills 
West Chester, PA 19380

hill@natriciaschultz.com
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PaPHS Monographs Available for Sale

Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Warren County, Pennsylvania 
Compiled by Robert C. Leberman and Thomas C. Mazza ($11)*

Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Erie County, Pennsylvania 
Compiled by Thomas C. Mazza ($11)*

Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Lebanon County, Pennsylvania 
Compiled by Glenn L. Blauch, Richard A. Colberg and Thomas C. Mazza ($11)* 

Postal Markings on Stampless mail from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
Compiled by James G. Boyles, Richard A. Colberg and Thomas C. Mazza ($27)* 

*Post-paid from Historian Editor (address on page 1)

WANTED

Postal History (stampless to modern), Postcards, and Ephemera 
SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY, PA

• All types of covers and all periods, especially stampless, manuscript cancels (stampless and 
stamped), patriotics, advertising, foreign destinations, fancy cancels, Doanes, machine cancels

• All towns, especially scarcer towns and DPO’s

• Towns of special interest: Montrose (county seat), Susquehanna, Susquehanna(h) Depo(t),
Great Bend, Great Bend Village, Willingborough, New Milford, Harford, Hop Bottom,
Gibson, Dundaff, Friendsville, Glenwood and Little Meadows

• Postcards showing town views, post offices and other buildings, farming, manufacturing, commerce, 
transportation, railroads, family life, etc.

• Ephemera related to Susquehanna County history

Larry Pettinger
133 Elderberry Drive 

Winchester, VA 22603-4212 
pettingerl@verizon.net
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vnv5v.PhillyStamps.coin

Steve Kennedy
Interested in 

Philadelphia cancellations
&

Philadelphia Postal History

301-332-5939 
steve@phillystamps.com

Urgently Needed

Philadelphia Advertising Covers
Building illustrations and any other illustrated

Also postal history of the 
1876 Centennial

All Correspondence Answered

Gus Spector
30 South Forge Manor Drive 

Phoenixville, PA 19460

gsDec56@aol.com

Per Year: Full Page $90, Half Page $60, Quarter Page $40, Business Card $25

Per Issue: Full Page $30, Half Page $20, Quarter Page $15, Business Card, $10
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