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                       PRESIDENT’S LETTER

     I can tell that spring is here by two things; first baseball tryouts have started for my boys and 

second I’ve been to Cleveland to attend the March Party run by Garfield Perry. Both of them have 

their positives and negatives. On the baseball side, it’s never very pleasant in the evenings of late 

March fighting the wind, the cold and usually wet sneakers trying to herd 30 to 40 boys through an 

evaluation, where you know 2/3rds will end up disappointed.  But for the love of the game and 

trying to pass that on to my children, I’ve done it for many years.  With the March Party, it’s very 

much the same.  It’s a six plus hour drive from my home to Cleveland.  As everyone knows, Route 

80 while one of the more scenic routes through PA is also in parts pretty remote.  And the odds to 

be greeted by snow off Lake Erie are quite high.  But the benefits and my love for this show have 

me making the trek year after year.

     This year was no exception. The show remains primarily oriented to postal history, and the 

exhibits and the bourse were excellent.  But the real fun is in the chance to get together with old 

postal history friends and to make new ones.  There were a number of society members present, 

Steve Roth, Bob McKain, Dan Telep, Van Koppersmith, and John Barwis to name a few.  There 

were also a number of Society members who are dealers present including Elwyn and Anne 

Doubleday, Chip Blumberg, and Robert Swed among others.  I need a day just to make the rounds 

and talk to everyone, much less have enough time to look through the stock and the exhibits or 

attend a talk or two.

     The exhibits this year included Hugh Feldman’s amazing material on waterway mails which 

were the basis for his recent book.  Richard Graham exhibited his collection of “Ship Island/New 

Orleans Military P.O.” which is a wonderful opportunity to see some marvelous Civil War postal 

history. Also present was John Robertson’s exhibit of “Stampless Border Mail Between the US and

Canada”; a collection of primarily inland waterway covers that is exceptional. A single frame of 

“Ohio City” by Tom Allen kept this recently departed gentleman and collector of Cleveland in our 

                                                                                    (Continued on page 5)                                       
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                                              EDITOR’S COMMENTS

     Despite repeated mailings and contacts, several members remain unpaid (see listing 

below).  If they do not respond before the next issue, they will be dropped from 

membership.  If you have contact with any of them, please remind them to pay their dues.

     Every editor appreciates responses.  I was particularly pleased to receive several 

responses to the last issue, even though they were not 100% complimentary (see next page).

     This issue contains a mix of articles which I particularly enjoyed compiling and which I 

hope you find enjoyable and worth reading.  Sandwiched between a brief history and 

compilation of the “Pennsylvania Post Offices with Welsh Names” and a biographical 

article entitled “Dr. J. L. Stewart, Pa. Surgeon Extraordinaire” are several postal history 

articles dealing with postal markings and uses from a variety of  towns across the state.  My 

thanks to those who contributed to this issue and I hope that one or more of their articles 

will inspire you to submit something related to your area of interest. 
     
                                                                            (Continued on page 9)

                                             MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

              Total Membership as of  1/15/08  -------------------------------------------------------------  129

                           New Member  ------------------------------------------------------------  +1

                                         # 578  Marianne D. Squyres  (Glen Mills, PA)

                                                        (Ivy Mills, Concordville and surrounding area)

                           Resignations  ------------------------------------------------------------ -  -2

                                         # 162   Seth Gross  (Scranton, PA)

                                                     (Subtracted but name not indicated in last issue)

                                         # 41     Mary L. Bleecker  (West Chester, PA)

                                         # 167   William R. Weiss  (Bethlehem, PA)

                           Deceased  ------------------------------------------------------------------  -2

                                         # 510  Charles R. Gray  (Murrysville, PA)

                                         # 557  Jack E. Molesworth  (Winchester, MA)

              Total Membership as of  4/15/08*  -------------------------------------------------------------  126   

                                                                         (includes 4 life members)

    *Dues for 2008 have not been received from the following members.  If dues are not 

    received before July 10, they will be dropped from our membership and will not 

    receive the Aug. Issue.

           # 82 John Repa            # 185 Chip Blumberg          # 343 Ed Kazmierczak

           # 388 David Borger     # 558 Elliot Idoff                  # 568 Robert Kuhlman

                                                 

                                                 # 574 Doug Weisz

                        ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••                         
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           Don Smith (# 347) Wins             

               P. O. Challenge
                            

    We hit the jackpot with five responses

to the P. O. challenge in the Feb. 2008

issue, all correct.  All names went into a

hat and my wife picked the winner.  My

thanks to the following other members 

who participated: Glen Blauch (# 468),  

Bob Rufe (# 72), Bob Shaub (# 83),

and Anita Sprankle (# 385).  Good luck

next time.                                                                                     Chestnut Ridge – Fayette County

     A reduced scanner copy of the P. O. is              Est. Aug. 12, 1912  -  Active (Zip # 15422)          

shown to the right.                                                                First Postmaster:  Walker J. Reynolds

                                   •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                                                         Reader Responses

     The following E-mail response to my article entitled “How Today’s U. S. postal System 

Handles Insufficient Address” was received from Steve Kochersperger, Julian PA 

Postmaster and Editor of the NAPUS Pennsylvania Register.  It provides additional insight 

as to how such mail is currently handled by the P. O.

                    Norm,

                    I have a bit more information about how undeliverable mail is now  

                    handled by the USPS, since it is one of my daily duties.

                    The thing to realize is that in the past we had people who sifted  

                    through this mail, correcting addresses and trying to get it to its  

                    destination. But those days are gone. Everything today is sorted by  

                    automated machines. It is very likely that a letter is unseen and  

                    untouched by a human being until the letter carrier puts it into your  

                    mailbox. The entire collection, cancellation and sorting process, is  

                    automated.

                    So is the sorting of mail to the carrier's route. DPS (delivery point  

                    sequencing) puts the mail in delivery order so that the carrier can  

                    take it to the street without even looking at it. DPS is usually  

                    sorted at the plant, not the delivery office. So nowadays if the  

                    carrier comes across a letter with an address that doesn’t match the  

                    scheme for that route, he endorses it with an abbreviation. There are  

                    several "official" endorsements: 

                    ANK - ATTEMPTED NOT KNOWN

                       ILL -- ILLEGIBLE

                       DIS - -IN DISPUTE    
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                    UTF –UNABLE TO FORWARD (includes forward order expired)

                    IA ----INSUFFICIENT ADDRESS

                    NSN –NO SUCH NUMBER

                    UNC –UNCLAIMED

                    NMR – NO MAIL RECEPTACLE

                    REF ---REFUSED

                    TA ----TEMPORARILY AWAY

                    VAC –VACANT

                    All of the RTS (return to sender) Mail is sent in to the plant daily  

                    where the CIOSS (Combined Input Output Subsystem) attaches the yellow  

                    label indicating the reason for non-delivery. CIOSS also sprays on a  

                    barcode that translates into the zip code to which the letter is  

                    returned.

                    This is all a far cry from the days when clerks sorted the mail and  

                    amazed us with their superhuman feats of memory. But with the  

                    increased volume of mail and delivery points, coupled with increased  

                    labor costs, the onus now really is on the sender to get the address  

                    right. Even the slightest anomaly in the address can cause it to be  

                    rejected.

                    Its not that we have lost our sense of pride, there is just very  

                    little scope for that in the present system. We still instruct our  

                    employees "If you know where it goes, deliver it" even if the address  

                    is incorrect. Sadly, the computers don’t listen very well.

     I received three responses to Gus Spector’s article “Signs of the Times” and my Editor’s 

Comment following the article.  All were favorable regarding Gus’s article, but one took 

strong exception to my expression of political conviction in my comments following the 

article.  For any other member who found the comment offensive, I apologize, and assure 

you that I will refrain from such comments in the future.

     I greatly appreciate the responses and thank you for them.

                            •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

PRESIDENT’S LETTER continued from page 2:

hearts and minds.  All of these touch on my personal collecting interests.  But the exhibit that had 

everyone talking and laughing was the two frames “Lesser Known Rarities and Wonders of 

Philately” by Justin Phun.  This spoof of our hobby and our collecting foibles is a true gem.  Who 

says that we’re a bunch of old stuffed shirts?  This exhibit ought to be required viewing for all 

collectors. 

     But enough of my ranting, Norm has assembled another interesting issue with the help of several 

contributing members.  We have a few members who still need to pay their dues.  You’re not one of 

them, right?  If you are get your check out to Dick Colberg ASAP.  If you’ve found a cover recently 

that excites you, write it up and share it with the other members.  Now I have to run off and pitch 

batting practice.  Marilyn, get the ice pack ready.

                                                                                           Ri��
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                                     Member E-Mail Addresses

Edwin J. Andrews     afacinc@yahoo.com    (Scott # 65 Pa. Usages)

George Ashman        gashman@ptd.net   (Carbon Co.)     

John Barwis              jbarwis@charter.net     (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)

Chip Blumberg         thefoldedletter@earthlink.net   (Montgomery Co., Dealer)

Glenn Blauch            glenlor@dejazzd.com    (Lebanon Co.)

Jim Boyles                jboyles@dejazzd.com     (Lancaster City and County)

Mike Burke               burkem@msx.upmc.edu   (Braddock, Greencastle, Rankin, Swissvale)

Tom Clarke               ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com   (Philadelphia Postal History)

Richard Colberg        apraiseart@aol.com  (Litiz)

Joe Crosby                 joecrosby@cox.net   (Pa. Fancy Cancels)

Gerald Cross              gcross@epix.net  (Wilkes-Barre)

Roger Curran             rcurran@dejazzd.com  (Lewisburg to 1900, Fancy Cancels) 

George Danyliw        danburlak@hotmail.com  (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.)

William Dixon           wjdixon@stamps.org  (Wyoming County, Fakes and Forgeries)

Barry Elkins               elkinj@comcast.net    (Philadelphia Co.)

Neal Erkes                 nerkes@comcast.net  (Philadelphia

Helen Galatan-Stone  hfstone@rcn.com  (Phila. Buildings prior to 1900)

Ken Hall                    kenhall@oldletters.com  (Pa. Manuscript Postmarks)

Gerald Hof                 alfredson2@msn.com    (Philadelphia, Hagerstown, Md.)

Van Koppersmith      cleave3@aol.com  (Phila. Maritime Markings)

Rick Leiby                 rleiby@aol.com  (Pa. Stampless)

Tom Mazza                tommazza@interport.net  (Erie, Western Pa.)

Bob McKain              57-vette@comcast.net  (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)

Phil Marks                 pjmsports@comcast.net  (Bucks Co., Southern NJ, Eastern Shore)

Harvey Mirsky           harveymirsky@aol.com  (U. S. 1847 Issue)

Gordon Morison        morisong@comcast.net    (Bradford County)

Vern Morris               vmorris48@earthlink.net  (Philadelphia, Locals)

Clay Olson                shawmut@comcast.net  (Tioga County)

Al Parsons                 alatholleyrd@aol.com  (Chemung, Steuben, Schuyler Counties, NY)

Steven Roth               stevenroth@comcast.net   (Domestic Maritime, Prexies)

Robert G. Rufe          rrufe1@aol.com        (Bucks County)

Bill Schultz                bill@patriciaschultz.com  (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)

Norm Shachat            nshachat@msn.com     (Phila. and Bucks Co.)

Dave Silcox               silx404@aol.com   (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)

Don W. Smith           donsmith65@msn.com   (Johnstown, Cambria County)

Gus Spector               gspec56@aol.com   (Phila., Buildings, Civil War )

Anita Sprankle           atsprankle@aol.com   (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)

Gordon Trotter           trotters2@verizon.net      (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence)

Dan Telep                  dtelep@crossroadsdgltd.com   (Pittsburgh, Sewickley, Western Pa.)

Herb Tindall              walrus14@comcast.net    (Lancaster County Postal History)

Joe Volutza                jsyphil@comcast.net    (Berks county, Dealer)

Steve Washburne       stephen.washburne@verizon.net  (Philadelphia, Monmouth Co., N. J.)     

Cliff Woodward         vagabond3@comcast.net    (Western Pa., Oil Towns) 

Ronald J. Yeager       cry@atlanticbb.net    (Elk, Cameron and McKean Counties)

                             PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR

                                               E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED HERE.  

                                 INDICATE YOUR PA COLLECTING INTEREST.   
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(The following article, which first appeared in the in the Feb. 2008 Issue of the NAPUS 

journal, The Pennsylvania Register, is reprinted here with the permission of the editor and 

author, Steve Kochersperger, Julian, PA Postmaster.)

          Pennsylvania Post Offices with Welsh Names

                                                  By Steve Kochersperger

                          Wales is the land of my fathers. And my fathers can have it. 

                                                                                           ~Dylan Thomas

     The Welsh have been unfairly maligned for centuries.  English gamblers, unable to pay 

their debts, would sometimes slip across the border into Wales.  Thus they were said to have

“welshed” on their obligations.  Stereotypes aside, the Welsh language is full of long and 

seemingly unpronounceable names. 

     Consider this very real place in Wales:    

                  Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch. 

Listed by The Guiness Book of World Records as the longest town name in the world, it 

means “The church of St. Mary in the hollow of white hazel trees near the rapid whirlpool 

by St. Tysilio’s of the red cave.”  While we don’t have any names quite as long as that in 

Pennsylvania, the Welsh have given us more than a few tongue twisters.

     The Welsh in America go back all the way to William Penn—some say even earlier—

much earlier.  There are legends of Prince Madoc of Wales exploring North America in 

1170, some 322 years before Columbus arrived.  Were there really tribes of blue-eyed, fair-

skinned, Welsh-speaking Indians in America?  The jury is still out on the veracity of those 

stories, but there is no dispute as to what brought the Welsh to Pennsylvania.  In 1682, the 

court in Bala, North Wales, threatened to burn Quakers, prompting the Welsh Quakers to 

buy 40,000 acres on the western shore of the Schuylkill River.

     William Penn sold them the land at the bargain price of ten cents per acre.  He also 

struck a gentleman’s agreement allowing them limited self-autonomy.  Their plan called for 

the creation of a separate, Welsh-speaking county, to be governed as a Welsh barony.  In a 

most ironic turn of events, William Penn welshed on his deal with the Welsh.  Despite 

Penn’s promises, regular township government was established in the “Welsh Tract” putting

an end to their short-lived experiment in self-governance. 

     Penn originally planned to call his entire colony New Wales, “Being as this, a pretty, 

hilly country”  but King Charles insisted on honoring Penn’s father with the name “Penn 

Sylvania.”  William protested that this was most immodest and unquakerly, but to no avail. 

In an effort to save face, William recalled that the word “Pen” had a second meaning in the 

Welsh language: 

     “Penn being Welsh for ‘head’ as in Penmanmoire, in Wales, and Penrith, in 

Cumberland, and Penn, in Buckinghamshire . . . called this Pennsylvania, which is the 

‘high or head woodlands.’” According to no lesser authority than William Penn himself, 
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Pennsylvania does not mean “Penn’s Woods” as we were all taught in school, but rather 

“The High Woods.”

     Soon afterwards, newer immigrants, mostly German, outnumbered and scattered the 

Welsh.  But the Welsh names they gave to these large tracts of land to the north and west of 

Philadelphia remain to this day.  For over 300 years, Pennsylvanians have struggled to 

pronounce names like Uwchland, Bala Cynwyd, Llanerch, Gwynedd, Narberth and 

Tredyffryn.

     In the 1860’s, the Pennsylvania Railroad sparked development in many of these Welsh 

towns along the main rail line between Philadelphia and points west.  This made it possible, 

for those wealthy enough, to live in the countryside and commute to work in the city—the 

beginning of suburban sprawl.  Soon the “Main Line” became synonymous with elite and 

palatial country estates. 

     This began a process of “retrowelshification” in towns that did not already have Welsh 

names.  The town of Athensville was renamed Ardmore in 1873 when the railroad built a 

station there.  Similarly the town of Humphreysville adopted its new Welsh name of Bryn 

Mawr in 1869.  The town of Merion Square, despite being on the Main Line and sufficiently

well off, still lacked the essential Welsh name.  In 1891, the town fathers remedied the 

situation by renaming it Gladwyne.  Although the name is meaningless in Welsh, Gladwyne

does conjure the aura of the authentic Welsh names enjoyed by adjoining towns. 

     Welsh-sounding names have been given to countless newer subdivisions, both within 

and outside Pennsylvania.  Such  attempts to lend a patina of prestige, and the scent of old 

money, to modern, cookie-cutter developments betray the insatiable human desire to 

pretend that we are better than we really are.  For a people once reviled as deadbeats and 

thieves, the Welsh can take some comfort in knowing that simply affixing a Welsh name 

can instantly transform the drabbest of neighborhoods into a place of wealth and privilege.

     Of course, Welsh immigrants were not confined to the Welsh Tract, no more than 

Germans were confined to Germantown.  Towns with Welsh names can be found in every 

corner of the Commonwealth.  In 1796 a group of Welsh immigrants founded the present 

town of Ebensburg and settled the surrounding region.  They lent the name of their former 

home in the mountains of Wales, to their new home, Cambria County. 

     In the 1800’s Welsh workers came to America to fill the need for skilled labor in the 

coal, iron and steel industries.  The anthracite coalfields of northeastern Pennsylvania were 

one of the major areas of the later Welsh settlement, but Welsh miners also found jobs in 

western Pennsylvania’s bituminous coalfields.

Pennsylvania Post Offices with Welsh Names:

    Ardmore 19003                    Bryn Mawr 19010            Ebensburg 15931            Glencoe 15543

   Bala Cynwyd 19004              Cadogan 16212                Ebervale 18223               Glenmoore 19343

   Bangor 18103                       Cambra 18611                  Evans city 16933             Glenolden 19036

   Berwyn 19312                       Conway 15027                  Evansville 19521             Glenshaw 15116

   Bryn Athyn 19009                Cumbola 17930                Gladwyne 19035              Gwynedd Valley 19437
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Haverford 19041                        

Lampeter 17537

Llewellyn 17944

Merion Station 19066

Milford, 19337

Milford Square, 18935

Morgan 15064

Morgantown 19543

Morris 16938

Morrisdale 16858

••••••••   

Morris Run 16939

Morrisville 19067

Nanty Glo 15943

Narberth 19072

New Milford 18834

North Wales 19454

Northern Cambria 15714

Pen Argyl 18072

Penfield 15849 

Penn 15675

Penn Run 15765

Penns Creek 17862

Penns Park 18943

Pennsylvania Furnace 

16865

Penryn 17564

Shrewsbury 17361

Uwchland 19480

Wynnewood 19096

Who put the penguin in Pennsylvania…

     During the 1500’s, Welsh mariners exploring the 

coast of Newfoundland encountered a large, 

flightless bird related to puffins: the great auk. They 

had no name for this creature, but seeing a large 

white patch between the auk’s bill and eye, they 

coined a name from the Welsh words pen “head” 

and gwyn “white” (as in the Welsh name 

Gwendolyn.) 

     While the great auk is no longer with us—they 

were hunted to extinction for their fat—the Welsh 

word penguin persists, having been applied to those 

other large, flightless birds discovered at the 

opposite end of the earth.  According to no less an 

authority than William Penn himself, Pennsylvania 

is derived not from his surname but from the same 

Welsh root pen and the Latin sylvania, meaning “the

high woodlands.”

                          ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

EDITOR’S COMMENTS continued from page 3

     As usual, our Annual Meeting will be held at the Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition, Valley 

Forge Convention Center on Saturday, September 6 at 2 PM.  For a copy of the prospectus, contact 

me or Alan Warren (see page 3). 

     If you have an “eagle’s eye” you will have noticed that we do not have anyone currently doing 

publicity for our Society (page 1).  Don Smith who performed that function for many years has 

decided to “retire” from the position.  We thank Don for his efforts and urge someone to step up and

volunteer to help our Society.  If you are interested, please contact our President, Rick Leiby. 

    Hope to see as many of you as possible at our Annual Meeting.  Have an enjoyable Spring and 

Summer.

                                                                                           N��� 

                                ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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            Current Earliest Known Use of the 3-Cent 1851 Issue 

                                           at Pittsburgh 

                                                    By Bob McKain (# 345)

     As almost any informed philatelic student knows, the 3 cent 1851 issue became available

and was used with the new rate change effective July 1, 1851 for prepaid letters traveling 

less than 3,000 miles and weighing less than ½ ounce.  This is the given first day and as of 

the philatelic press as late as 2006, fifty-three first day covers of the 1 and 3 cent issues 

were suspected and forty-five (43 three cent and 2 one cent stamps) are documented as 

being postmarked on July 1, 1851.  Of these, six are reported known from Pennsylvania: 1 

from Lancaster and 5 from Philadelphia.  Therein lies the twist presented in this writing.  

     As recorded in the Post Office Shipments Book titled ‘Postage Stamps Issued to 

Postmasters July 1, 1847 to June 30, 1853’, the following data is listed for the two towns 

noted above.  The initial shipment per this source lists 3c stamps sent to Lancaster on July 5 

with the postmaster receiving his shipment on July 7.  From the same source, the postmaster

in Philadelphia received his initial shipment on July 2.  Additional later research indicates 

that in the case of Philadelphia (and several other larger cities) that these dates may be 

“replenishment” or second order dates and not the receipt dates of initial distribution (see 

below).  Philadelphia probably was the only city in Pennsylvania with July 1 stamp 

availability on the first day of use.

     Regarding Lancaster’s first day of usage, one may surmise that a traveler picked up some

3c stamps in Philadelphia (or possibly Baltimore) and mailed his letter from there.  Or, 

possibly the postal clerk failed to change the date in his canceller?   The letter is addressed 

to Samuel Shock, Esq., Cashier, Columbia, Pa.   The stamp is cancelled, but not tied, by a 

blue 7-bar gridiron.  Would further research help here?  Possibly.  Five of the six 

Philadelphia covers and the Lancaster cover are illustrated in Reference (1) at the end of the 

article.

     Although Reference (2) is somewhat outdated, it may help those of us looking for the 

holy grail of 1851 early usage from our collecting interests.  As most of you know, 

Pittsburgh and its environs are near and dear to me.  To date, the earliest documented usage 

of the 3c stamp I’ve been aware of in over 25 years of collecting ‘my town’ is dated July 9, 

1851.  The second earliest usage I have documented is dated July 19.   Per the Perry 

monograph, Pittsburgh received its first shipment of 3c stamps on July 8, 1851.  Pittsburgh, 

at the time, was not large enough to have received a replenishment order at this date and it is

the writer’s belief that this was the initial shipment.  Thus, if Perry’s dates are correct, and 

July 8 WAS NOT a replenishment date, July 9th would be the earliest date of use for 

purchasing and using the stamp from Pittsburgh.   I’m open to suggestions, corrections and 

criticisms.  A scan of the July 9th usage is shown at the top of the next page.
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                     Current earliest known use of the 3¢ 1851 issue from Pittsburgh, July 9, 1851.  The

                                postmark is struck in red, the cancel, in black.  (Collection of Dan Telep)

   For those of you interested in other Pennsylvania towns and initial distribution quantities, 

I extracted the following data from the Perry source (Reference 2):

   Town     First Supply Total Shipment

                                  July                        for July

Philadelphia 2           513,000 (This probably is a replenishment date)

Pittsburgh 8             30,000 (Remainder are probably not replenishment dates)

Lancaster 7             24,000

Pottsville 17           15,000

Reading 21     8,000

Erie 22     5,000

New Castle 29     5,000

Allegheny City  25     3,000

Bethlehem 24     3,000

Cannonsburgh 24     3,000

Carlisle              21     3,000

Chester              24     3,000

Coatesville 26     3,000

Columbia 19     3,000

Danville 24     3,000

Gettysburg 21     3,000

Hollidaysburgh              27     3,000

Honesdale 21     3,000

Huntingdon 18     3,000

Johnstown 23     3,000
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Lebanon 22 3,000

Lock Haven 28 3,000

Meadville 22 3,000

Montrose 25 3,000

Norristown 19 3,000

Northumberland 18 3,000

Saltsburgh 29 3,000

Spring Garden 19 3,000

Tamaqua 26 3,000

Washington 21 3,000

West Chester 19 3,000

Wilkes-Barre 21 3,000

Williamsport 24 3,000

Bellefonte 25 2,000

Coudersport 28 2,000

Landisburgh 24 2,000

Minersville 31 2,000

Port Carbon 19 2,000

Pottstown 19 2,000

West Middletown 25 2,000

West Newton 28 2,000

     And now the caveat (you knew it was too simple).  Reference (1) opines, as mentioned 

earlier, that the dates noted above in many cases were replenishment dates (i.e. a second 

order).  It assumes that these replenishment orders were placed 2-3 days after the receipt of 

an initial supply.  This is thought to have occurred only in the larger cities, 44 in total with 

Philadelphia being the only city noted in Pennsylvania as a replenishment order.  This 

would explain the larger number of July 1 covers recorded.  So………the rest is up to the 

readers.  It would be interesting to put together a database of earliest reported July usages 

from Pennsylvania towns.  I’ll start the list:

                 Philadelphia July 1

                     Lancaster July 1

                    Pittsburgh July 9

     You send me what you have for Pennsylvania July 1851 usage (Xerox or scan would be 

appreciated) and I’ll keep a database and share the information received.  If you have any 

examples of the 1-cent value used in July 1851, send that along too.  Bob McKain, 2337 

Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15241 or email at 57-vette@comcast.net

References:

1. The 1851 Issue of United States Stamps: A Sesquicentennial Retrospective – Published 2006 by the

US Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., Editors Hubert C Skinner and Charles J Peterson – ISBN 0-

9603548-7-5

2. Pat  Paragraphs  by  Elliott  Perry  –  Compiled  and  Arranged  by  George  T  Turner  and  Thomas  E

Stanton.  The Bureau Issues Association, 1981.

                                  ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Litiz, Pa.: A New Find and a Mystery Half Solved

By Richard Colberg (# 378)

     A recent E-bay purchase has added some information that provides a new Latest Known 

Usage (LKU) and half solves a mystery for me.  After having collected Lititz (Litiz), Pa. 

postal history for almost 30 years, and rarely finding anything new, I am sometimes ready to

concede that everything has been unearthed. Wrong! 

     The new stampless cover is shown in Figure 1.  It has a red circular town mark, Mazza 

C-1, with a manuscript Jan. 30 date and is addressed to Samuel H. Thomas, Esq., 

Philadelphia, Penna.  The contents are dated 1827.  According to the census in the soon-to-

be-printed “Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania”, 

there are four other known C-1 covers dated from Aug. 6, 1822 to July 27, 1825, one of 

which is in the author’s collection.  This new cover establishes a new LKU for the C-1 

marking.  Also of interest is the red hand stamped “PAID.”.  My other C-1 cover has a 

manuscript “Paid”.  The other three known covers all have the same red “PAID.” marking.  

Four of the five known covers are addressed to the same person: Rev. Charles F. Seidel in 

Bethlehem, Pa.  This new LKU is the first one found addressed elsewhere.

             

                                                                                  Figure 1

     The contents of this letter (Figure 2) are really interesting!  It is clearly datelined Litiz 

Jan’y. 30th, 1827.  Notice the flourish in the “L” of Litiz.  Tom Mazza in his manuscript 

listing (Historian, May 2004, p. 21) designates one Litiz manuscript, M-1, in the term of 

Postmaster Frederick A. Zitsman.  In the research for the above mentioned Lancaster 

monograph, there are clearly two different styles of manuscript Litiz, illustrated in Figure 3 

and Figure 4.  I believe these should be called M-1 and M-1a, respectively, because they  
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                                                                                   Figure 2
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                                                                              Figure 3

          

                                                                                 Figure 4

both occur during the term of Frederick A. Zitsman.  The latest census contains four 

examples of the Figure 3 manuscript type dating from Oct. 10, 1832 to June 6, 1845 and 

eight examples of the Figure 4 manuscript type dating from July 2, 1835 to March 3, 1849.  

While preparing this article, a cover with the Figure 4 type manuscript appeared on E-bay 

with an Aug. 7, 1838 date.  Zitsman, who wrote the letter shown in Figure 2, served as Litiz 

Postmaster from Feb. 15, 1830 until April 17, 1849.

     The style of the manuscript Litiz in Figure 3 is strikingly similar to the manuscript Litiz 

in the dateline of the letter in Figure 2.  In as much as the letter is signed by Frederick A.
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Zitsman three years before he was named postmaster,  I’m ready to conclude that the 

manuscript Litiz (M-1) on the four covers like that shown in Figure 3 are in the hand of 

Frederick A. Zitsman during his tenure as postmaster.  In my opinion, the two styles of 

manuscript in Figures 3 & 4 are too dissimilar to be in the same hand.  Thus, I believe the 

Figure 4 type covers (M-1a) were signed “Litiz” by someone else.  I have no clue as to who 

that someone might have been. So, for me anyhow, the signature mystery is half solved. 

     Interestingly, there is a circular postmark, Mazza C-2, known in Zitsman’s term.  There 

is only one known example and it is dated Aug. 28, 1830, a little over six months after 

Zitsman was named postmaster.  This is the only marking, manuscript or hand stamped, 

known to exist in the first 32 months of Zitsman’s term. 

     In closing I urge all readers to report new findings to the Society.

                                   ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Editor’s Comments:  I have two comments on this interesting article, one non- philatelic 

and one philatelic.  

     As a member of the Masonic Fraternity, I found the letter particularly interesting.  

Zitsman as Sec. of Ephrata Lodge is explaining the delay in supplying the financial data for 

the previous year to the Grand Lodge.  Apparently the former Treasurer who also served as 

Secretary did not perform his duties in a competent manner.  Zitsman as new Secretary was 

working to correct the matter and concluded “--- we must earnestly beg your indulgence and

faithfully promise to send on the same as soon as it lies in our power to do so.”  

     I believe the best way to handle multiple manuscript types during a postmasters term is 

the way it is done in this article (M-1, M-1a, etc.).  There are many instances in which more 

than one handwriting style is found in manuscript postmarks during a postmaster’s term.  It 

is not unreasonable to conclude that from time to time someone other than the postmaster 

himself applied the postmark (deputy, wife, child, etc.).  Also, some people don’t always 

use a consistent handwriting and what may appear to be different manuscripts may actually 

be have been written by the same person.  Maintaining one prime designation for each 

postmaster, as Mazza does in his listing, is the best way to handle the matter in my 

opinion.*  Specialists with enough examples may then apply sub-types as Dick does in his 

above article.  What do you think?

*In discussing the matter with Tom Mazza, he indicated that when a

                    postmaster serves more than one term, he uses the same prime

                    designation followed by a capital letter, i. e. M-1A, M-1B, etc.  Therefore

                    using the lower case letter following the prime designation should

                    not cause any confusion.  Thus if a specialist decided to delineate two

                    handwritings during the second term of postmaster M-1, they could

                    be designated M-1B and M-1Ba.  I think it’s time for a martini!

                    

                                     •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                         New Hope, Pa. (Bucks County) to Philadelphia,

                                         Remailed to Wooster, Ohio

                          Unusual Philadelphia Backstamped Postmark

                                                      By Norman Shachat (# 76)

     When I purchased the cover shown in Figure 1 (front) and Figure 2 (backstamp), I was

not aware of the challenges it would present and the enjoyment I would experience in its

interpretation.   Because  I  collect  both Bucks  County and Philadelphia postal  history,  it

clearly fit my collecting interests.

     The letter  was posted at  New Hope on Aug. 6 and remailed from Philadelphia to

Wooster, Ohio on Aug. 8.  I suspect the 1860 year date penciled in the New Hope postmark

was later added by a collector or a dealer.

                       

                                                                               Figure 1

     The first thing that struck me as unusual is the

Philadelphia postmark on the back which was applied

when the letter was remailed.  Normally the postmark

is struck on the front of such letters.  My suspicion is

that because of the small size of the envelope and its

already crowded appearance, the Philadelphia postal

clerk cancelled the newly applied 3¢ stamp (the one on

the left) with the 11-bar canceller employed at the time,

and then decided to backstamp the postmark to avoid

further clutter which might obscure the new address.

     How do I know which post office applied which 

cancel, and that the new stamp added for remailing

was the one on the left?  From other examples in my                           Figure 2

collection, one of which is shown in Figure 3, it is clear
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that New Hope employed the 7-bar in circle cancel during the period.  Careful examination

indicates that the stamp on the left covers a significant portion of the New Hope cancel.  At

first I thought that I might have to soak off the stamp to show that it was applied over the

cancel.  Before taking that drastic step, I decided to see if I could observe the remainder of

the New Hope cancel under the stamp at the left by looking at the back of the cover front

while shining a bright light on the front.  Low and behold, there it was, the complete New

Hope cancel!

              

                                                                               Figure 3

     The 32 mm. NEW HOPE / PA. postmark, normally struck in black, was employed from

the early 1850’s to at least well into the 1860’s.  Two other examples from my collection

are illustrated in Figures 4 and 5.  No problem here.

            
                                                    Figure 4  Datelined Nov. 26, 1852
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                                                  Figure 5  3¢ 1851 issue, early to mid-1850’s

     Not so with the Philadelphia backstamp.  The current latest reported regular use of the 

31 mm. PHILADELPHIA / PA is June 25, 1858, as per Tom Clarke.  The current earliest 

known use of the 1857 stamp (Scott #26) is Sept. 14, 1857 (1999 Scott Catalog).  Thus it is 

highly unlikely that the cover was posted in 1857.  If posted in 1858, the Philadelphia 

postmark would represent a one and a half month late aberrant use; if in 1859, a 13½ month 

late aberrant use, and if in 1860, a 25½ month late aberrant use.  Philadelphia circular multi-

bar type cancels of various types are known to have been used to cancel 1857 issues from 

1858 to 1861.

     There are several known examples of the use of outdated handstamps by the Philadelphia

P. O. well after their regular use period, but such uses are not prevalent.  So in what year 

was the cover posted?  If I had to bet, I would pick 1858, but 1859 and 1860 cannot be 

unequivocally eliminated.  What do you think?

     Finally, I couldn’t resist the cover for another reason.  Aug. 8, the date in the 

Philadelphia postmark, is our wedding anniversary.  Jan and I were married on Aug. 8, 1954

and will be celebrating our 54th wedding anniversary this year.

                               •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  

  

            Don’t Forget to Mark Your Calendars for Our

    Annual Meeting @ PNSE 2008 on Sept. 6 at @ 2 PM

                             More details are given on page 3
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          Sunbury (Northumberland County) Stampless Markings

                                                         By Rick Leiby (# 379)

     One of the areas where the American Stampless Cover Catalog has seemed to regress 

over the past several editions is in the listing of the stampless markings from Sunbury, 

Pennsylvania.  In the past there have been references to “fancy” circular markings.  Over 

the years these references to additional markings in the 1820’s were dropped.  While the 

listings have always been cryptic, there are certainly more than the 5 markings currently 

listed. 

     Apparently, we can thank Edwin Gobin for a variety of different handstamps utilized in 

a very short period.  These range in both size and shape, and include a marking with a 

dashed line beneath the town name that I believe was the basis for the “fancy” marking 

listing in the past.  This is similar in many respects to markings known from Harrisburg 

and Easton.  Attached is an inventory from my personal collection and the markings I have

recorded.  Tom Mazza’s manuscript marking listing includes an additional manuscript 

marking from the term of Thomas Painter an example of which I am unable to provide. 

Also included are my notes regarding the postmasters of Sunbury that I have been able to 

glean from both online and local history sources. 

     If anyone has additional markings recorded I would be interested in obtaining that 

information and making sure it is past on to Tom Mazza for inclusion in the next edition of

the American Stampless Cover Catalog.  If anyone has additional information concerning 

the Sunbury postmasters, I would also be interested in obtaining that information.

 Sunbury Postmasters during the Stampless Period:

Post Master                                Appointment                      Marking

Robert Gray      01/01/1797

John Weitzel                                10/01/1798              M 1

Solomon Markley      07/01/1802

Lewis Dewart                               04/19/1806              M 2, M 3, M 4

Edwin Gobin      03/13/1816                          C 1, C 2, C 3, C 4, O 1

Thomas Painter      05/04/1822                          M 5 (not shown)

Samuel J. Packer      12/09/1822              DC 1

John G. Martin                             02/12/1824              DC 1, M 6

Rachel B. Packer      03/27/1835              C5, C 6

            John Youngman      03/05/1855

�         Robert Gray - Wife Mary Reese.  Owned farm near Jerseytown. 

� John Weitzel - Wife was a Leffler.  Lived in Lower Mahanoy Township near 

Uniontown road.  Buried Zion’s (Stone Valley) Church.  Served as County 

Commissioner.  Active locally during the Revolution serving as a member of the 

Council of Safety and a district justice.
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� Solomon Markley

� Lewis Dewart - Born Sunbury 1780.  Married Elizabeth Liggett.  1812-1820 District

Representative in State Assembly.  1823 State Senator.  1830-1840 Congressional 

Representative.  1840 Speaker of the House.  1840 Democratic candidate for 

nomination for Governor.

� Edwin Gobin

� Thomas Painter

� Samuel J. Packer - Born Howard Twp., Center County March23, 1799.  Married 

Rachel Black.  Printer and journalist.  Arrived Sunbury 1820 established the Publick

Inquirer.  Admitted to the bar 1823.  Died October 1834.  Prothonotary 1824-1829. 

1829 Deputy Attorney General.  1826 State Senator.

� John G. Martin

� Rachel B. Packer - Wife of Samuel J. Packer.  Mother of John B. Packer (Counsel 

for the Phil & Erie, Pennsylvania, Lackawanna, & Northern Central Railroads).

� John Youngman - Last editor of the Gazette.  1851 admitted to the bar.  Editor from 

1855 to 1883.

Manuscript Markings: 

                      Term of John Weitzel

                Manuscript 1       Sept. 25, 1800

                      Term of Lewis Dewart

                 Manuscript 2       Oct. 11, 1812

                

                 Manuscript 3        March 18, 1814

                 Manuscript 4        Nov. 6, 1815

                        Term of John G. Martin

                  Manuscript 6           Jan. 5, 1831
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Handstamp Markings (all black):

                         Term of Edwin Gobin

            C1                 1816 – 1817               24 mm.

            C2                        1817                      24 mm.   

                                                                                                                  

                                                                        13 x 4 mm.

                  

             C3                        1819                       27 mm.

 

            C4                         1820                        30 mm.
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              O1                    1820                      27 x 21 mm.

                                                                       19 x 4 mm.

               

         Terms of Samuel J. Packer & John G. Martin

              DC1               1823 – 1827                   26 mm.

                           Term of Rachel B. Packer

              C5                    1833 – 1842                  30 mm.

                                                                              21 x 5 mm.

              C6                     1843 – 1852                     29 mm.

                                                                               16 x 4 mm.

                                         •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 

 

 

 

 

 



            

                                                  

 
             HISTORIAN Vol. 36, No. 2 (Whole No. 175)  May 2008                                                                        24

                            Dr. J. L. Stewart, Pa. Surgeon Extraordinaire 

                                                    By Jesse I. Spector (# 556)

     Let me preface this article with an immediate disclaimer-I am not a gambling man-well, 
not in the true Los Vegas sense, although I do enjoy about $20 worth of roulette on a cruise-
ship vacation.  However, when it comes to postal history, now that’s another story- I 
probably need a 2 week rehab program in the fresh air of Sedona to change my ways, as the 
cover I now discuss illustrates.  While going through an APS postal history circuit, I came 
across this rather mundane cover, which one might briefly peruse and move on, but that’s 
not how a postal historian works.  I got an itch in my palm, a sense or intuition, rightly or 
wrongly took over, and I knew that I had to work on this cover, regardless of it’s price 
(praise be, it was $3 and I could spring for it.)  So, what was the attraction and where does 
postal history ESP come in?  Well, as a physician I usually tell my patients “it’s genetic”, 
but could be it’s philatelically some biochemical process that will someday be explained to 
the tune of a Nobel Prize.

     This cover, you see, had little going for it at first.  A tatty envelope with an 1886 Erie, 
Pa. CDS and a faint duplex cancel with an upside down one cent Franklin, Scott # 206, and 
a nondescript corner card- not much to get excited about, certainly not when addressed to a 
local lawyer (Figure 1).  I mean, we all have these tucked away in our “to sell” pile of 
covers.  What stimulated my interest was that the return to sender corner notation was from 
a Dr. J. L. Stewart- no address- just the name and Erie, Pa.  So my itching palm was a result 
of one physician wanting some information about a probable physician from one hundred 
and twenty years ago- see how it starts?

  

                                                                              Figure 1
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     Now I say “probable” physician since J.L. Stewart might have been a dentist, an 

optometrist or a college professor- we physicians have not cornered the market on the 

doctor title now have we.  So, on a rainy afternoon I began my search into what proved to 

be the wonderful story of James L. Stewart M.D. surgeon extraordinaire, from Pittsburgh to 

Philadelphia to Erie with Civil War service and world travels with medical acclaim thrown 

in.

     I must immediately thank my gracious and helpful resources including the Erie Public 

Library history division, the Erie County Historical Society and Sister Ann Loretta at Saint 

Vincent Health System who as they say at the Academy Awards, “made this possible.”  So, 

join me on a journey into the life of a most interesting individual-truly the pleasure is 

magnified in that I can give you the story rather than having hit a dead-end search with this 

cover’s discovery.

     James L. Stewart was born in Westmoreland County, Pa. on August 1, 1825, the son of 

William Stewart and Mary Reid, of Scotch-Irish extraction.  He received his preparatory 

education in Pittsburgh and graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a medical 

degree in 1848.  He commenced medical practice in Waterford, Erie County, and in June of 

1849 married Anna D. Bartholomew of Philadelphia.  In 1850 he moved to Erie, Pa. where 

he pursued a very successful career.  At age 24 he became secretary-treasurer of the Erie 

County Medical Society.  He practiced at 610 Peach St. and became physician to the 

Almshouse and jail from 1850-1859.  A son, Reid Stewart was born in 1850. 

In 1855 Dr. Stewart opened a “Drug Emporium” in association with Mr. T.S. Sinclair at the 

corner of 7th and State, thus becoming one of the first “physician-druggists.”

     In May, 1861, with the advent of the Civil War, he joined the first volunteer regiment 

from Erie, commanded by Col. John McLane.  After several months of training near 

Pittsburgh he was appointed surgeon of the regiment and it was reported that he knew 

intimately most of the men and felt more than ordinary responsibility for them.  In Oct., 

1861 he was appointed chief surgeon in the 3rd regiment of Pennsylvania Cavalry and was in

charge of the large hospitals near Washington City (now D.C.).  Intriguingly, in March 1862

he was reported to have suffered a “stroke of paralysis” and was taken to a Philadelphia 

hospital.  Further details are not available but in 1865 he was mustered out of the army and 

returned to practice in Erie.

     In 1866 he received recognition for his bold and indeed innovative surgery on a Civil 

War veteran George Mallory.  Mr. Mallory had been wounded at the battle near Petersburg 

in 1864 suffering from osteomyelitis above the ankle.  Dr. Stewart, using Lister antiseptic 

technique and with the use of chloroform performed the first saucerization for osteomyelitis 

in Erie.

     In 1867 he became vice president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PMS) and by the

late 1860’s he was a distinguished and beloved member of Erie society.  Indeed, in 1869 he 

was Master of Ceremonies for the annual convention of the PMS held in Erie, with the 

featured speakers including the Governor of Pennsylvania, Dr. William Wallace.  
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     And while life is potentially filled with pleasures it is also alas filled with tragedy.  On 

June 15, 1871 his only son Reid graduated from West Point as a 2nd Lieutenant in Company 

C, U.S. Cavalry.  Dr. Stewart planned to have his son study medicine, but wished him to 

have the “West Point Experience” first.  It was the hope of Dr. Stewart that Reid would 

eventually return to Erie and assist him in surgery.

     This was not meant to be.  On August 27, 1872 during the war with the Apache Indians, 

Lieut. Reid Stewart was massacred in an ambush near Tucson, Arizona.  On the Stewart 

plot of the Erie Cemetery in the old section near Cherry Street, is the highest obelisk in the 

cemetery- a memorial to Reid. Carved in marble at the base of the column are features of his

military history.  Proudly preserved in marble are his hat, gloves, sword, rifle, service 

revolver, boots, and cavalry epaulets.  And so the cliché “life goes on”.

                                                                                                            Figure 2  James L. Stewart, M. D.,

                                                                                                                               President of the Penn.

                                                                                                                               Medical Society, 1878

     In 1878 Dr. Stewart became the 19th president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society.  In 

1881 he became a member of the first Judicial Council of the PMS and in 1883 became a 

member of the committee on “Collecting Statistics on Insanity and Lunacy Section on 

Nervous Diseases.”

     His wife Anna died on Dec. 9, 1888 and Dr. Stewart resigned his position at St. 

Vincent’s hospital.

     In October 1890 Dr. Stewart attended the World Medical Conference in Berlin He had 

expressed doubts as to the wisdom of the trip but elected to attend.  On his return to Erie he 

felt poorly, but obtained some temporary improvement in health after going to Cambridge 

      In 1873 Dr. Stewart performed a surgery 

for which he received national recognition on a

patient suffering partial paralysis of the left 

hand and intractable pain over a six-year 

period from a gunshot wound affecting the 

median nerve.  Dr. Stewart performed a 

removal of 4 inches of the nerve with 

reattachment with a successful outcome that 

was subsequently reported in the book, A 

Century of Medicine.  Dr. Stewart’s operation 

was regarded by the eminent neurologist S. 

Weir Mitchell of Philadelphia in his work on 

“Nerve Injuries,” as one of the most successful 

operations in surgery.

     Dr. Stewart was the first surgeon at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital in Erie and was regarded by

many as its founding father. In 1876 he was a 

member of the executive council of the 

International Medical Congress, which met in 

Philadelphia.
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Springs.  On Thanksgiving evening he complained of an unusual sensation in his arm and

feared it might be paralysis.  The day following he was much worse and unable to recognize

anyone from that time until his death on December 7, 1890, all the while attended lovingly 

by family and friends.

     His several obituaries and subsequent tributes effuse with the words “honorable”, 

“highly respected”, “universally beloved”, “charitable”,  “skilled.”  I still get the chills as I 

look over the life of a talented, caring man with whom I can say I share in common the 

same profession.  Somehow that rather unassuming philatelic cover spoke to me to 

evanescently bring back for my own edification the meaning of a life well lived and to 

belatedly join the voices of those who said “well done, Dr. Stewart.” 

                                 ·····························································   
 

                  SEARCHING FOR POTTER COUNTY, PA COVERS
                                          

                                        19th Century / Early 20th Century (to WW I)

                                                                DPO’s still hiding

        Allegheny   Ayers Hill    Bowie    Chesterville   Corwin   Cushingsville   Davidge

          Dolbee’s   Durward   East Homer   Elmwood   Eulalia,   Fees   Genesee Fort   Haskin

        Hatchville   Herring   Ladonia   Loucks Mills   Lyansville   Milton Valley   Nelsonport

      Norah   North Wharton   Oleona   Orebed   Packer   Palmatier   Pinedam   Rose’s   Sanders

              Savoy   Short Run   Stockholm   Turner Creek   Ulysses Centre   West Bingham 

                                           West Branch   Wilber   Yocum Hill   Yvonne 

                         Fred Howland, 23 Douglas Drive, Newport News, VA 23601 

                           (757)-596-0362                           inspirebluel2@yahoo.com 

 Exhibit of Pennsylvania’s New Deal Post Office Murals is currently being constructed

 by State Museum of PA, Harrisburg, PA to celebrate the 75th Anniv. of the New Deal

                                              Nov. 22, 2008 – May 17, 2009

   Input by our members has been requested (photos, postcards, stories, art work, etc.)

    If you have such material and you would like to participate in the exhibit, contact:

                                                         Dr. Curtis Miner

                                                   The State Museum of PA

                                                         300 North Street

                                                    Harrisburg, PA 17120

                                                     wminer@state.pa.us 



            

                                                  

 
            HISTORIAN Vol. 36, No. 2 (Whole No. 175)  May 2008                                                                          28          

                        

       Back Issues of the Historian

   Members-$2 each    Non-members-$4 each
     (Only order occasional issues; long runs
                      will not be supplied) 

      Current Historian Index - $7.90 ppd

                      (updated to # 155)
 

                                  Write to:                       
                         Tom Clarke

                         Box 290-145

                      Davie, FL 33329

         

              WANTED

         Philadelphia Maritime and
       Exchange Office Markings on
  Stampless Covers from 1792 forward

                 Van Koppersmith

                   P. O. Box 81119

                 Mobile, AL 36689

                    251-343-2413                    

                 cleave3@aol.com

                   

                                       Ron Yeager, P. O. Box 774, Bradford, PA 16701-0774

                                                          E-mail: cry@atlanticbb.net  

           



    
   

   

                                                 
                                                                                                   

                                      

   

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                 

                   Advertising Rates
                           

                          

                           Per Year:  Full Page $50, Half Page $35, Quarter Page $27, Business Card $17

                              Per Issue:  Full Page $15, Half Page $10, Quarter Page $7, Business Card, $5  
 
                                                 

                                                     ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                  Urgently Needed
 

   Philadelphia Advertising Covers – building

     illustrations, Cameos, any other illustrated

                      

                Also postal history of the

                         1876 Centennial

  

             All Correspondence Answered

                            Gus Spector

                     824 Main St. Suite 203

                    Phoenixville, PA 19460

 William A. Thoman

                     CORTLAND COVERS  
           Dealing Exclusively in U. S. Stampless Covers

P.O. Box 371
Homer, NY 13077

E-Mail : ccovers@twcny.rr.com

Website : www.cortlandcovers.com                           

                      WANTED

            Stampless Covers

  Pre-1850 Chester County, Pa.

                 Bill Schultz

         1305 Murdock Drive

      West Chester, PA 19380      
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COVERCRAZY2
 

                                     Postal History
            THOUSANDS OF COVERS IN OUR E-BAY STORE

         THE LARGEST POSTAL HISTORY STORE ON E-BAY

www.stores.ebay.com/covercrazy2

 

         Please contact with your want list & let us know 

              if you would like us to notify you when new 

                                    inventory arrives 

 

 

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy

Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO's, Foreign Covers, and

much more!

 

We look forward to hearing from you

 

 

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday

PO Box 119

Alton, NH 03809

annesell@worldpath.net

Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com

 

603-875-1808 
 



        Pennsylvania Postal Historian
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