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                                                PRESIDENT’S LETTER

     Our annual meeting at PNSE was well attended.  I was glad to have the opportunity over

Saturday and Sunday to renew acquaintances and meet several new postal history collectors.  Our

meeting Saturday showed that the condition of the Society is stable and financially we are covering

our expenses; please see the minutes of the meeting in this issue of the Historian.  However, the

officers and directors are not satisfied with the  status quo, and at our meeting, we held an open

general discussion concerning ways for the Society to both grow its membership and gain more

publicity  in  the  philatelic  news.   Some  of  this  discussion  was  stimulated  through  ideas  and

concerns shared among the directors prior to the meeting. 

     Being realistic, we are a finely focused interest, and there are a limited number of potential

members for our society.  Based upon the past, there are generally 250 to 350 potential members

interested in our area of collecting.  What we need to accomplish is to identify and get our message

out to these potential members.  Among the ideas presented and discussed were the following:

� Spreading the word about our Society through the County Historical Societies. 

� Attempting  to  write  a  general  article  about  PA  postal  history  collecting  for  PA

Heritage Magazine or Pennsylvania Magazine.

� Attempting  to  have  an  article  on  PA postal  history  published  in  the  larger  stamp

journals such as Linn’s, Mekeel’s, or American Philatelist. 

� Utilizing our proximity to the APS headquarters and the American Philatelic Center.

� Holding regional meetings or discussions.

� More involvement with stamp shows at different levels and local clubs.

� Getting copies of the recent monograph and the Historian to libraries across the state.

� Revising and getting copies of our membership application out.

                                                                (Continued on the bottom of page 18)
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                                www.PaPHS.org

        For input, questions, or comments contact our webmaster Steve Roth at:

                                            webmaster@PaPHS.org

                               M��� Y�
� C��nd�r� f�� �
�

                       Mid-year meeting at LANCOPEX 2006

                               on Saturday April 29, 2006



    

         

           3                                                                     HISTORIAN Vol. 33, No. 4 (Whole No. 165)  November 2005         

                                             EDITOR’S COMMENTS

     We had a very successful Annual Meeting at PNSE 2005, with 15 members and 5 guests in 

attendance (see pages 5 and 6).  There were four PA exhibits competing for our medals, and several

other members exhibited non-PA material.  Most importantly, we signed up three new members.

     It is not often that I receive substantive responses on an Historian article.  Such responses were 

received (see pages 8 and 9) on Charles Posner’s article on the estimate of survival of 3¢ 1869 

covers from PA which appeared in our last issue.

     In the lead article in this issue, Gus Spector tells a compelling story on how one family coped 

with the Philadelphia Society Hill redevelopment project which almost led to the loss of their 

home.  Gus tells the story using correspondence and illustrates it with covers and ephemera.  

     The other feature article at the end of this issue by Dan Telep is an equally fascinating study 

derived from correspondence to a Pittsburgh address during the first part of the 20th Century.  Dan 

proposes a hypothesis for the intriguing auxiliary markings and asks for your thoughts.

     Between these two feature articles are short articles by Tom Mazza, Charlie Fricke and Rick 

Leiby, some of which also ask for your input.

     As indicated in our meeting minutes, there is concern with our steadily diminishing 

membership.  Whenever I attend a local meeting or a local show, I bring along a few copies of the 

Historian and a few membership applications.  Every once in a while, I find someone who 

indicates some interest and have signed up a few members in this way.  If every member did the 

same, we might increase our membership.  Copies of our application may be obtained from our 

web site www.PaPHS.org or by writing to me.  Extra copies of the Historian for promotional 

purposes are available from any of the officers or directors, or again may be obtained by writing 

me.  

     Hope you enjoy the issue and find some time to submit an article on your area of interest.

     Look forward to seeing you at Lancopex 2006, especially now that my granddaughter is a 

sophomore at Franklin & Marshall College. 

                                                                 N���

                                                MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

             Total Membership as of  7/15/05  ------------------------------------------------------------  116

                                                                         

                              New Members  ------------------------------------------------------ +3  

                                          # 552  Mallen Cunningham  (N. Wales, PA)

                                                                (Civil War)

                                          # 553  William J. Dixon  (State College, PA)

                                                            (Wyoming county)

                                          # 554  Thomas J. Post  (Scotts, MI)

                                                                  (Railroads)  

             Total Membership as of 10/15/05 -------------------------------------------------------------  119

                                                                                 (115 paid, 4 life)

                                          ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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  MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PPHS MEMBERSHIP AND BOARD MEETINGS

           PNSE 2005, Valley Forge Convention Center, King of Prussia, PA, Oct. 1, 2005

            Attendees:  George Ashman, Glen Blauch, Paul Bourke (guest), Jim Boyles, Nancy and Doug Clark (guests)    
                                 Sid Fingerhood, Rick Leiby, James E. Kenney, Harvey Mirsky, Gordon Morison, Vern Morris,   
                                 Charles Posner (guest), Tom Post (guest at time of meeting, joined next day), Steve Roth, 

                                 Norm Shachat, Jeff Silar, Gus Spector, Ron Summers, Steve Washburne  
  

     Preident Leiby called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  The minutes of our previous annual meeting were 
approved as published in the Nov. 2004 Historians.
     Our Treasurer Dick Colberg, who is vacationing in France, sent the annual financial statement shown on 
the previous page.  Copies were distributed and the report was unanimously approved.

     Tom Post, President of the Mobile P. O.
Society, and our newest member (# 554),
presented an award to Sid Fingerhood, our 
lowest number surviving member (# 3), in 
appreciation for his service as Director of 
Auction Sales for the MPOS.  He indicated
that the plaque contains a miniature 
Pennsylvania R. R. car and is thus fitting 
for presentation at our meeting.  Sid will be
retiring as auction sales director at the end  
of this year.

      (Photo supplied by Ron Summers)

     Secretary Norm Shachat indicated that our membership is down to 117 (including one new member who 
signed up at the show; subsequently we signed up two more at the show, bringing the total to 119).  He also 
thanked George Danyliu for volunteering to help man the table at the show.  The winner of the Aug. P. O. 
Challenge was announced along with those who participated (see next page).  The names and awards of the 
four PA exhibits in the show were also announced (see next page).  Norm introduced Charles Posner who 
authored the lead article in our Aug. Issue and indicated that it generated some substantive responses which 
will be included in this issue.       
     The membership unanimously reelected Dick Colberg, Rick Leiby and Dan Telep to serve as Directors 
(Class of 2008).  The Directors then reelected Rick Leiby as President, Norm Shachat as Secretary, and Dick
Colberg as Treasurer.
     President Rick Leiby proposed that we return to having a mid-year meeting at Lancopex and an informal 
meeting at the Garfield-Perry show in Cleveland.  There was general agreement that a presence at as many 
shows as possible could help increase membership, and that we should definitely resume our mid-year 
meetings at Lancopex.  Rick congratulated Glen Blauch and his coauthors, Dick Colberg and Tom Mazza for
the fine job they did on our newest monograph “Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Lebanon County”.
All members received copies and the excess will be sold for $10 each to recoup some of the cost.
     A discussion regarding ways to publicize our Society and increase membership ensued.  The list of ideas 
recently sent to the officers and directors by Dick Colberg was discussed.  Publication of an article in the 
Historian on the subject was suggested as a way of getting the membership involved.  Inclusion of a 
membership application with the Historian as an insert or as a page was suggested and will be explored by 
our editor.  Contact with historical societies in our state and use of their publications to publicize our 

                                                                                              (continued on next page)
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       Kenney Wins Aug. P. O.

                   Challenge

Received four responses to our P. O

Challenge in the previous issue, Anita

Sprankle (# 385), Steve Washburne

(# 426), George Ashman (# 63) and

James Kenney (# 267).  My wife picked

the winner out of a bowl containing the

names on 9/24.  A reduced scanner of the

P. O. is shown to the right with the correct

answer.  Thanks to all who participated                                

and hope you had fun.                                                 Aquashicola P, O.  -  Carbon County           
                                                                                                                 (May 10, 1862 – Present)

                                                                                                     First Postmaster:  William H. Knecht

                                      •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Annual Meeting Minutes continued from previous page: 

 Society was suggested.  Steve Roth agreed to submit our monographs to Dick Graham for review in

 Linn’s.  

      The meeting was adjourned at 2 PM.

                                                 Respectfully submitted,

                                                            Norm Shachat, Secretary

                                       •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                       Awards to Pennsylvania Exhibits at PNSE 2005  

         Vermeil:        Norman Shachat        “Philadelphia 19th Century Machine Cancels”

                                                                           Also:  PPHS Harry Yeager Award

                                                                                      Machine Cancel Soc. Medal

                                James Boyles                 “Postmarks of Lancaster, Pa., 1785-1899”

                                William Schultz           “West Chester PA: Nine Decades of  Postal

                                                                                       History – 1813 to 1899”

          Silver:           Barbara Harrison                      “Philadelphia As It Was””

                                                                            Also:  PPHS Joseph Von Hake Award

      Note: Several members of our Society exhibited non-PA material at PNSE 2005.  Their 

                                        exhibits and awards are listed on page 20.

                                     ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                                                 Member E-Mail Addresses

Edwin J. Andrews     afacinc@yahoo.com    (Scott # 65 Pa. Usages)

George Ashman        gashman@ptd.net   (Carbon Co.)     

John Barwis              jbarwis@charter.net     (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)

Chip Blumberg         thefoldedletter@earthlink.net   (Montgomery Co., Dealer)

Glen Blauch              glenlor@dejazzd.com    (Lebanon Co.)

Jim Boyles                jboyles@dejazzd.com     (Lancaster City and County)

Mike Burke               burkem@msx.upmc.edu   (Braddock, Greencastle, Rankin, Swissvale)

Tom Clarke               ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com   (Philadelphia Postal History)

Richard Colberg        apraiseart@aol.com  (Litiz)

Joe Crosby                 joecrosby@cox.net   (Pa. Fancy Cancels)

Gerald Cross              gcross@epix.net  (Wilkes-Barre)

George Danyliw        danburlak@hotmail.com  (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.)

Barry Elkins               elkinj@comcast.net    (Philadelphia Co.)

Helen Galatan-Stone  hfstone@rcn.com  (Phila. Buildings prior to 1900)

Ken Hall                    kenhall@oldletters.com  (Pa. Manuscript Postmarks)

Gerald Hof                 alfredson2@msn.com    (Philadelphia, Hagerstown, Md.)

Van Koppersmith      cleave3@aol.com  (Phila. Maritime Markings)

Rick Leiby                 rleiby@aol.com  (Pa. Stampless)

Tom Mazza                tommazza@interport.net  (Erie, Western Pa.)

Bob McKain              57-vette@adelphia.net  (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)

Gordon Morison        morisong@att.net    (Bradford County)

Clay Olson                shawmut@comcast.net  (Tioga County)

Al Parsons                    alatholleyrd@aol.com  (Chemung, Steuben, Schuyler Counties, NY)

Steven Roth               stevenroth@comcast.net   (Domestic Maritime, Prexies)

Robert G. Rufe          rrufe1@aol.com        (Bucks County)

Bill Schultz                bill@patriciaschultz.com  (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)

Norm Shachat            nshachat@msn.com     (Phila. and Bucks Co.)

Dave Silcox               silx404@aol.com   (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)

Don W. Smith           donsmith65@msn.com   (Johnstown, Cambria County)

Gus Spector               gspec56@aol.com   (Phila., Buildings, Civil War )

Anita Sprankle           atsprankle@aol.com   (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)

Gordon Trotter           trotters@toad.net     (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence)

Dan Telep                  dtelep@crossroadsdg.com   (Pittsburgh, Sewickley, Western Pa.)

Steve Washburne       stephen.washburne@verizon.net  (Philadelphia, Monmouth Co., N. J.)     

Cliff Woodward         vagabond3@comcast.net    (Western Pa., Oil Towns) 

Ronald J. Yeager       cry@penn.com   (Elk, Cameron and McKean Counties)

                PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR

                                   E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED HERE.

   

                       INDICATE YOUR PA COLLECTING INTEREST.   
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                            Responses to Article by Charles Posner on

             Survival Estimate of 3¢ 1869 Covers from Pa Post Offices

     The lead article in the August 2005 Historian (pp. 6-14) resulted in two substantive 

responses to your editor and at least one to the author.  Steve Washburne (# 426) sent in 

the following letter which I forwarded to the author:

Sir:

     I read with considerable interest Charles Posner's scholarly analysis of the possible survival of 3¢ 1869 

covers from Pennsylvania, because I have tried  the same for the small towns I collect in New Jersey and 

Portugal.  My observations are surely echoed by other collectors, who surely share my frustrations.

      Briefly, COVER SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON ADDRESS, NOT ORIGIN.  For all periods and destination 

cities, covers come from a very small group of archives. Most archives cover a limited a limited time period.  

We all know who were the common recipients in our chosen area of specialization.  If that recipient didn't 

have any correspondent in a given city or county there will be blessed few letters from there.

      Put another way, the overall cover survival  rate may be 0.0003% (actually Posner surely means 0.03% - 

surely we didn't print 38 billion 3¢ 1869's) but that survival is quite uneven as to origin.  Consider just one 

example from my own specialty.  Between 1862 and 1880, the Marquesa of Sub-Serra wrote to her daughter in

Lisbon nearly every day.  Thus, there are hundreds of letters postmarked Alhandra, one of the smallest of 

Portugal's 240 'post towns.'  My goal is to have at least one letter from each town in that time period.  After 25 

years searching, I still have over 100 to find.

     Archives are always being discovered so hope springs eternal, but another factor is that most archives 

discovered before the 1950's have been robbed of their stamps. So there probably are many worthless small 

town Pennsylvania covers once franked with 1869's.

      Another lesson I've learned is to never be the first to be buy the rare "probably unique" cover from 

Diddlesquat Falls.  There probably are a dozen or more and the vendor is testing the market.  Buy the tenth 

rather than the first.

                                                                             Steve Washburne

The following is Charles Posner’s reply which I forwarded to Steve: 

Dear Norm,

     Yes please do publish his letter and thank him for me.

     I would very much like to discuss the matter with him.  Do tell him that I will try to attend the show in 

Philadelphia and would very much welcome the opportunity to discuss our common "frustration".   I am afraid

that my answer is a bit long but here goes......

     I am afraid that Steve Washburne is quite correct about the mistake concerning the percentages.  I copied 

down the figure from Ginn's article without checking it thoroughly.   So do thank him for that.  

     However, I think he misunderstands the role of destination in my calculations which is probably my fault 

for not making it clear.

     I did not invent the category of "survival rate" as it was used as a starting point in the article.  My 

understanding is that the notion of survival rate does take into account destination.  Perhaps I did not make this

clear and apologize for not doing so.   That, indeed, was the point of the original Ginn exercise.   However, I 

do not have access to his precise formula for the calculations.  Nor do I have access to the system of      
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weighting that he used.  I did not overtly write in the article that I was worried about this and, instead, 

attempted in a very primitive way to take this into account in my calculations.   This is why I used multiples 

but this is still very crude.  Professor Washburne's point is a very good reason for looking into how Ginn 

devised his category.  Any advice on this point is welcome.  

      I very much share Steve Washburne's frustration.  Indeed, there are many problems with my "multiple 

system".   I am trying to do the same calculations for New York and find that there are still overestimates for 

smaller counties and further consideration is needed.  My next step should be precisely what is suggested, 

which is to make clear the relationship between the category of origin and the category of destination.   

     As far as survival in the archives of recipients is concerned whilst I am certain that what Steve Washburne 

writes about Portugal is correct.  I am very much less certain about the USA.  I have a collection of about 

2,000 covers (that would be a sample of about 1.8% if one accepts Ginn's figures) with the Scott 114 affixed 

and aside from those sent to Hartungs in New York (importers of human hair) and a curious collection sent 

from a Vicksburg Mississippi family to their daughter in New York there is not very much evidence to tie in 

with Steve Washburne's findings for Portugal.  Perhaps the reason is that the stamp, as the workhorse of the 

pictorial series, was very widely used for the short period of time it was being sold, and, more importantly, it is

also possible for a number of reasons such as its unique popularity, that it was widely retained.  This could 

account for the distinct lack of repetition in my collection.  

     These factors must be taken into account and a way to quantify them developed.   However, there is another

problem that bothers me about the article.   In order to quantify, one needs categories and one derives 

categories through an interplay between existing categories and the empirical material itself.  To put this in 

everyday speech there is a "hunch" factor.  To put it another way, one of the most important social scientists 

who considered what to do in similar situations, Karl Popper, once said, partially as a joke, that if you have a 

superb method for calculating distributions and in the results you find that a few do not quite fit in, one should 

discard them(!)  He called this the "finagle" factor.   The more factors we develop, the better the categories and

the closer we can get to a better understanding of the phenomenon.

     Please thank Steve Washburne for his response.  Perhaps he has some further suggestions about the relative

weightings.  These would be most welcome,

                                                                                           Charles

     The second substantive response I received was from Don Smith (# 347) which was also

forwarded to Charles Posner and reads as follows:

     Norm:  I, too, was very intrigued by Posner's article in the last Historian.  Interesting, to say the least.  

Perhaps a good exercise for the PaPHS would be to follow-up with a survey of all of the members as to what 

they have in their collection as well as contacts to the '69 group to see if they would check their holding. . . and

then compare to see how that jives with the estimates Posner developed.  Anyway, I have two in my 

collection:  a June 1, 1869 from Ebensburg and a June 27 from Johnstown.   Keep up the good work.  Fantastic

Historian!

                                                                                              Don 

     Posner informed me by E-mail that he received “a lovely response from Robert Swed

(# 514) who also made a number of interesting points”.  In addition, several members sent 

complimentary comments regarding the issue and Posner’s article.  Thanks to all who 

responded.
  

                                      •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••    
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                      The “Washington Square East Affair”

                                                                     © 2005 By Gus Spector (# 396)

     This is a story about the Philadelphia Housing Authority and its plans to rehabilitate the 

old Society Hill section of Philadelphia in the 1950’s.  It is not truly postal history, per se, 

although it does involve letters sent through the mails that might otherwise, quite frankly, be

considered somewhat mundane.  It is slanted, rather, towards the correspondence contained 

within these envelopes, which I found in an eBay auction.  What began as an assortment of 

random letters assumed greater proportions as the correspondence was probed in depth.

     Growing up in South Philadelphia in the mid-1950’s, I was aware of that section of the 

Old City known as Society Hill.  Beyond that, I was totally ignorant as to its historical 

significance.  On numerous occasions while riding public transportation from Center City to

my home, I would see the dilapidated Head House Square and its associated string of out-

buildings.  Once a booming colonial shopping area for all sorts of goods and produce, the 

first sheds were built in the heart of the city in 1745 and dubbed “The New Market”.  Given 

the similarity to the shopping malls of today, home construction sprung up adjacent to the 

New Market.  By the time of the Revolution, and for fifty years thereafter, Society Hill was 

the preeminent dwelling place of citizens prominent in the founding of our nation and in the

life of America’s first capital city.

                             

                                                                                 Figure 1
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     Over the next hundred years or so, this elite neighborhood lost the aura of its grand 

colonial past, and the once substantial homes were gradually converted into storefront 

businesses, multiple family dwellings, and rooming houses, with decaying and abandoned 

buildings and fire traps abounding.  The circuitous Dock Street (see Fig. 1), close to the 

Delaware River waterway, was home to several generations of immigrant produce 

merchants.  Figures 2 and 3 illustrate several of the businesses that arose out of the original 

home sites. Figure 4 shows the daily bustle of fruit and vegetable wagons on Dock Street.

              

                                                                     Figure 2

                 

                                                                                 Figure 3
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                                                                                  Figure 4

     Now, as my bus rolled by, all that could be viewed were dirty, barred, broken windows, 

mounds of garbage, standing water in the cobble stoned street, and the occasional rat 

eagerly scurrying about in search of food.

     Shortly after World War II the city planners of Philadelphia began to work on a new 

strategy based on redevelopment, to rejuvenate Society Hill by preserving the old and 

combining it with the new.  The resultant goal was named the Redevelopment Plan for 

Society Hill, Units 1 and 2.

The first plans for center city Philadelphia were displayed at Gimbel’s Department Store in 

1947. However, it was not until October of 1950 that concrete ideas for an area called the 

Old City were published. Before the plan could become effective, though, the problem of 

the blighted food markets and slums had to be addressed. Through the cooperation of the 

Greater Philadelphia Movement, the Old Philadelphia Development Corporation, the City 

Planning Commission, and the Redevelopment Authority, the Philadelphia Food 

Distribution Center was erected in the reclaimed “dumps” of South Philadelphia.1  In 1960, 

an obscure community publication entitled the Society Hill News wrote:

This (the Food Distribution Center) opened the way to reconstructing our neighborhood 

as a quality residential sector in center city, not unlike Wm. Penn’s original plan for a 

‘greene countrie towne’.

How unusual is it for redevelopment planners to preserve and build around still standing 

structures instead of first making a clean sweep of the entire area. Can any other city claim 

this unique approach? We are indeed fortunate that our city government and its associated 

planners appreciate the past and are investing in the future.

The revolutionary plan of redevelopment for Society Hill has attracted the attention 

of planners everywhere. They want it to succeed.2
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     City Bill Number 2691, dated December 18, 1958, referred to the Committee on 

Municipal Development and Zoning, introduced an ordinance 

Approving the proposal of the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia 

for the redevelopment of a portion of the Washington Square Redevelopment Area…

beginning at a point of intersection of Walnut Street and Sixth Street… approving 

the urban renewal plan and determining that such urban renewal plan conforms to 

a general locality plan and makes adequate provision for families who are 

displaced; determining the necessity for changes in zoning, streets, alleys, public 

ways, street patterns, location of public utilities…

(Section 4) The Council further finds and declares that the Relocation Plan 

adequately provides relocation into decent, safe and sanitary housing, with a 

minimal of hardship, for all Project families who are to be displaced.

     On the surface, it appeared that the Society Hill Area Redevelopment Authority 

(SHARA) indeed had the City’s and the community’s best interests at heart.  In its 

newsletter of April 1958 (“published every once in a while”), it announced the minutes of 

the meeting of the first rehabilitation clinic.  The questions raised by the neighbors ranged 

from “What shall I do if my house is to be condemned?” to “What heating system is best for

a restored house?”  The answers were: “(a) No authentic items on a house should be 

removed or destroyed: maintains values and will allow the finest future restoration; (b) 

Brickwork should be cleaned, not painted (the most distinctive feature of the area); (c) 

Woodwork and metalwork should be painted light colors (to brighten up the neighborhood).

The second step towards restoration would be the replacing of missing authentic doors, 

windows and shutters. This is of such importance that the advice of an architect is 

recommended.”  The question of condemnation was bypassed at that time.

     In the 1950’s, the Washington Square East was a polyglot of nationalities, mainly 

consisting of Russian Jews, Italians, and a smattering of Polish immigrants, many of whom 

worked and dwelled in this same area.  The old homes were broken up into multifamily 

dwellings and rooming houses, the definition of a rooming house being one in which toilet 

and eating facilities were shared by all.  These hard working individuals, far from wealthy, 

were now faced with the quandary of either having to renovate their homes at their own 

expense to conform with the proposed ordinance, or endure the plight of receiving a pittance

from the City when it declared eminent domain upon their properties. 

     (Here’s where it starts to get interesting!)

     The Singer family lived at 231 Pine Street, in the heart of the Washington Square East 

Project, having purchased their dwelling in 1918.  Mr. Solomon Singer worked for one of 

the food merchants in the nearby Dock Street area.  He died in 1941, his wife Sadie 

surviving until 1963.  In 1958 they were notified by the City as to the disposition of their 

property and were duly shocked by the decisions of the various redevelopment authorities. 

In a letter dated October 19, 1958, they eloquently implored Mayor Richardson Dilworth:
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As residents in the Washington Square Urban Renewal Area we are very much disturbed by 

what we have recently been told regarding our house.

We have lived in our house for over forty-four years. The house has a sound foundation, the 

rooms are spacious, well ventilated, and amply suited to our needs.  Our family is large, 

requiring eight bedrooms to accommodate us.

Our home was never put on the market for sale in bad times or in good, as we love our 

home and appreciate the advantages of living in center city.  We have been living here 

practically all of our lives – in fact our parents were married in this vicinity. All of their 

children (10) were born within the shadow of the symbol of freedom, Independence Hall.  

We are near all the most important things which a religious family holds dear and cherishes

with all its heart; Our Synagogue, and all the cultural centers.

We were led to believe that if homes met with the minimum requirements of the housing 

codes, and if the owners were willing to paint the exteriors to make them presentable, the 

houses would remain.

The only thing the exterior of our house needs is some renovating and painting, which we 

fully had intended doing.

Why is it necessary to have any house conform to an architectural standard set by a group 

of land speculators or others if it is not a new building, but has been put up according to a 

plan approved over fifty years ago.  Don’t we have any prior rights?

It would be an extreme hardship, practically an impossibility to give up our home, 

especially since our Mother is not only an old woman but also an ill woman who is 

dependent upon both her eye surgeon and medical doctor who have been taking care of her 

for many years.

Under the guise of rehabilitation, some land grabbers have decided to get some homes by 

one means or another for their own selfish reasons:

(1) To put in “high income, executive-type people”

(2) Build “Town Houses” for high income groups

(3) Earmark certain houses for use by special groups at some time in the future, but 

displace present owners now

This is class discrimination.

Surely the law must be able to protect our inalienable rights in some way.

We appeal to you to champion our cause (which we know to be right and just).

Thanking you very much,

    Very truly yours,

       The Singer Family.
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     Mr. Clarence Alhart, Principal Planner of the Redevelopment Authority replied to Jennie

Singer, one of Sadie’s daughters, on behalf of Mayor Dilworth (Figure 5) on May 21, 1959:

Your property at 231 Pine Street was originally scheduled to be acquired by the 

Redevelopment Authority because it was listed with the city as a rooming house. Since this 

time I am in receipt of a photostatic copy of a permit for which this classification has been 

changed to multiple use.

The Redevelopment Authority is presently working on a policy regarding property owners 

in Unit 2 who wish to remain in the area.  You will probably be asked to sign an agreement 

at a later date with the Authority agreeing to the restrictions in the urban renewal plan.  In 

reviewing these restrictions the only one that affected your property was the one eliminating

rooming houses.  I am encouraged by your plans for painting and repairing.

                                                                Figure 5

      Figure 6 illustrates the letter received by the Singer family, dated December 4, 1958 

with the nondescript return address of “R.D.” (Richardson Dilworth, Mayor of 

Philadelphia).  Ironically the four cent postage applied to the letter was the stamp honoring 

the centennial of the Lincoln-Douglas debates.  This letter was written to the Singers by 

William Rafsky, Development Coordinator:

Upon receipt of your letter last month the Mayor requested we check on the problem raised 

because your property is located in the Washington Square East, Unit 1 redevelopment 

area.

Your specific concern was that present property owners of buildings in this area be given an

opportunity to repair the buildings in line with the plan. As you know by this time Mr. 

Clarence Alhart of the Redevelopment Authority staff has made this suggestion to you. We 

hope that you can work out the necessary arrangements satisfactorily in order to avoid any 

hardship as described in your letter.

The Mayor appreciates citizens like yourself writing to him about their problems.
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                                                                             Figure 6

     The Singers also wrote to other Philadelphia notables involved in the restoration project, 

including John B. Kelly, brick magnate and father of Princess Grace.  His terse response 

was that he was afraid that she had “a very difficult problem to overcome due to the fact that

City Council have approved this plan for the development of Society Hill area… I am sorry 

I cannot give you a more favorable answer, but I assure you of my willingness to help.”

     A reply from Congressman Hugh Scott, dated October 30, 1958 (Figure 7) simply stated:

I appreciate your position in this matter, and if it comes up again, and I have been elected 

to the Senate, suggest you then call it to my attention.

Sincerely,

Hugh Scott

                                                                     Figure 7
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     In a letter to Michael J. Byrne, executive assistant to Senator Joseph S. Clark, Jennie 
Singer lamented that the family had, in the past legally rented two small apartments and 
rooms and had applied for their proper licenses every year. Jennie’s mother objected to 
strangers in her home, and the itinerant boarders were removed.  She continued:

We occupy the entire first, third and part of fourth floors (thirteen rooms).  The second floor

consists of a five room and bath apartment with a private entrance entirely separate from 

the rest of the house.  An adult family of two live here.

Two bedrooms on the fourth floor are occupied by two men who have been with our family 

for a great many years.  One had come to live with us in 1918.  They are like members of 

our family.

Does this sound like a tenement or rooming house with all the connotations such 

designation brings to mind?

This objection is superficial as there are only two homes in this block on Pine Street 

between second and third which are entirely occupied by one family.

     At this point, there is a five year gap in the Singer correspondence.  However, evidently 
the Singers prevailed and they were able to maintain their family homestead. A letter dated 
September 6, 1963 from William L. Day, President of the Old Philadelphia Development 
Corporation, invited the Singers to the dedication of the restored Second Street Market 
(Head House Square) on Friday, September 20, 1963.  The Corporation’s letterhead was 
adorned with executive committee members who were wealthy eminent men of 
Philadelphia, as well as commercial and residential real estate speculators and tycoons: 
Gustave Amsterdam, Richardson Dilworth, Albert M. Greenfield, R. Stewart Rauch, Jr., G. 
Stockton Strawbridge, James Tate, and Morris Wolf.

     In an ironic twist, another daughter replied to Mr. Day:

Dear Sir:

Because of the change of date from the 21st (date given in the newspapers) to the 20th, I 

regret I shall be unable to attend the dedication of the restored Second Street Market.

This date is the second day of Rosh Hashana (High Holy Day) which is a very sacred day to

all Jews of the Orthodox Faith.

Members of my family and I shall spend the day in the synagogue praying for a peaceful 

and better world for people of Good Will everywhere.

Sincerely,

            (Miss) Lena Singer

     A recent title search of the property at 231 Pine Street revealed that, in 1918, the 
purchase price of the building was $9500.00.  The title search also stated that a Miss 
Victoria Singer was the owner of the property until 2002, at which time it was sold for the 
princely sum of $730,000.00! (Figure 8).
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     The squalor of collapsing buildings, tenements, and filth in the streets of Old City 

Philadelphia is gone.  The ancient structures have undergone metamorphoses and 

rejuvenation in keeping with their former splendor. It is indeed a pleasure to spend a 

pleasant spring afternoon strolling or taking a carriage ride through Old City, or dining at an

upscale outdoor café on South Street.  Real estate values in this part of the City have 

escalated beyond the wildest dreams of the Singer family!

                                                                              

                                                                                                          Figure 8

Bibliography:

(1) Spector, Gus. What’s Up, Dock? Pennsylvania Postal Historian, Vol. 21, No. 3, 

August 1994, pp. 5-14.

      (2)  Society Hill News. Published by Society Hill Area Redevelopment Authority,    

            Volume 2, No. 3, September, 1960, p. 3.

                                ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

President’s Letter continued from page 2:

     All of these ideas are good ones. All of these ideas require help and action by the membership.

Too often, the expectation is that getting our message out is the responsibility of the directors or

“someone” assigned to handle publicity.  In order to bring these ideas to action requires assistance

from all  members of the Society.   In the coming months I  hope to take action on all  of  these

suggestions.  What the Society will need is your assistance in reaching out across the state.  Don’t

wait to be asked to help; write and tell me what you can do to make these ideas reality.

                                                                                        Ri��

     However, the means to this end were 

not very pretty. Hundreds of families 

experienced the anguish, heartache and the 

actual loss of their family dwellings in the 

names of reclamation and progress. There 

was a gargantuan amount of wealth to be 

gathered by accession of these properties at

bargain basement prices.  And as Jennie 

Singer so aptly summed it up: “Under the 

guise of rehabilitation, some land 

grabbers have decided to get some homes 

by one means or another for their own 

selfish reasons”.  Unfortunately Jennie, 

that is the way of the world!

     My special thanks to Michael A. 

Spector for performing the title search.



            

                                                  

 

             19                                                                HISTORIAN Vol. 33, No. 4 (Whole No. 165)  November 2005          

                  18th Century Western Pennsylvania Letter

                              via the “Old French Road”

                                                        By Tom Mazza (# 301)

     The Pennsylvania collector seeking eighteenth century material is by and large limited to

the eastern end of the state, except for a mere handful of reported covers from the southern 

(Philadelphia to Pittsburgh) route to the west.   Almost nothing can be documented for this 

period for the “Old French Road”, which connected Forts Presque Isle (Erie), Le Boeuf 

(Waterford), Venango (Franklin) and Duquesne (Pittsburgh), following French Creek to the 

Allegheny to the Ohio.

     It was therefore a pleasant surprise to see this cover shown below, addressed to “The 

Honourable James Ohara Esquire, Quarter Master General” with the indication that it was 

privately carried by Lieut. Bond.  The contents are:

                                                                           Cussawauga 22nd May 1794

Honoured Sir

I have requested Lieut. Bond to call on the Acting Q.M. for some money 

for boards deliveed some time past, at present I wish the balance of acct. the 

boards, or about One hundred and forty Dollars to enable me to discharge the 

extravagant expenses which has occurred in rebuilding my Mills etc.

I am sorry it has not been in my power to pay you the balance due 

yourself before this time—However my next object will be to pay you which will 

be in the course of the ensewing fall, and in the meantime will give you the 

preference of all boards sent to market.

             Am Sir your most Obedient and Humble Servant

     David Mead

Genl. Ohara



            

                                                  

 
             HISTORIAN Vol. 33, No. 4 (Whole No. 165)  November 2005                                                               20

     Cussawauga is the, or one of the, original name(s) for Meadville, the county seat of 
Crawford county.2  Meadville is on the old French Road, located “thirty-seven miles from 
Erie, ninety from Pittsburgh, and twenty-five from Franklin.”3  A county history describes 
Meadville as “[Settled] in 1788 by David Mead and others and originally called Cussewago,
Lewisburgh and Mead’s Settlement .”  He platted the town, and in 1793 ran an ad:  

     “Lewisburg, on French Crekk, nearly opposite the mouth of Cussawago.  Saw and grist mill,     
      public garrison, in all probability in a very short time must become the seat of a new county.    
      Price $6 per lot.  David Mead”4

     He was right in his prediction, and in 1800 five counties were carved out of Allegheny 
County; Erie, Crawford, Venango, Warren and Mercer, with the county seat for all of them 
being at Meadville, until the others got better and more fully organized.

References:

             (1) Most of these are, predictably, from Fort Pitt and Pittsburgh, with a handful    
                   from New Geneve, Greensburgh and Washington, etc.
             (2) Cussawago and Cussawago Crossings, later Crawford county offices are located
                   to the north and a bit west of Meadville, closer to the Erie county line.
             (3) From the 1876 Borough Sketch of Crawford County, at 
                   http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~fraber/meadvillehist.htm
             (4) Pittsburgh Gazette of 16 March 1793, reprinted in the 1885 Crawford County
                   History, p. 371.

                                 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                     Non- PA Exhibits by PPHS Members at PNSE 2005

        Gold:      Steve Washburne                 “Postal History of Madeira”
                                                             Also: Postal History Society Silver Medal

        Silver:    Chip Blumberg      “Animal Rights on Poster Stamps & Ephemera”
                                                                Also: AAPE Presentation Award

                        Robert R. Rufe      “Special Handling Stamps of the United States”
                                                                     Also: AAPE Novice Award

        Single Frame Silver:    Roger D. Curran    “Ellipse Cancels in Colored Inks”

        Single Frame Silver-Bronze:     Vincent Costello    “Fancy Cancels on Large
                                                                                                      Banknote Issues”

                                    ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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             CONSHOHOCKEN / PA. Rimless Postmark, 1881

                                                   By Charles A. Fricke

     With the many avenues for the collecting of postmarks, a rimless postmark makes for a 

special case.  The local postmaster may have selected the rimless postmark because it was 

different and had eye appeal; or possibly because it was felt that the recipient would be 

more likely to look more closely at the cover or card.  If so, the rimless postmark served a 

good cause.

     The 1¢ postal card (Scott UX5) shown in Figure 1 illustrates a magenta rimless duplex 

postmark from Conshohocken, Pa. (Montgomery County) dated Nov. 17, 1881.  Certainly 

to a collector it has eye appeal, which is why I acquired it in the first place.  In addition, the 

advertising handstamp on the message side (Figure 2) could be of interest to someone who 

delves into the local history of the community. 

                                 Figure 1                                                               Figure 2

     The message appears to be about the delay of an order which concludes with “looks as if 

the longer he waited the more he would have to pay for them”.  Apparently there were 

inventory control problems even in those days.  

                                 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  

Editors Comment:  As previously reported in the Historian (Feb. 2000, pp. 6-9 and Nov. 

2000, p. 7), the Philadelphia Foreign Office employed a rimless duplex from Sept. 1879 to 

Aug. 1880 on foreign mail to certain destinations.  I suspect that around this time a supplier 

of postmarks made them available for purchase and some postmasters acquired them.  Does 

anyone know of any additional towns in Pennsylvania that used them?  Also, does anyone 

have any information regarding the supplier of the handstamps?  Input for future publication

in the Historian would be greatly appreciated.
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                                       Athens, Pa. “DROP / 1ct”

                                                     By Rick Leiby (# 379)

     The cover shown below was recently obtained through the Ebay® auction site.  It is an

example of the one-cent drop fee which was used from March of 1851 to March of 1863.

The cover is an envelope without contents. 

     The  American Stampless Cover Catalog does not list this marking for Athens, Pa. I

would be interested in hearing if anyone else has come across  this or other  unrecorded

markings from Athens (Bradford County).

  

                                                   ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                                              

             City Directories Available on CD in PDF Format
                            $25/item + $2/order, shipping and handling 

    Philadelphia: 1785, 1791, 1793, 1799, 1800, 1805, 1810, 1825, 1830,    

                                  1834, 1834 (Visitor’s Guide), 1835-1836 and 1840

    Pittsburgh: 1815, 1819, 1826, 1839, 1844, 1850, 1854

    Lancaster: 1859-1860            Erie: 1859               Chester: 1859-1860

                       Chicago:  1844, 1851, 1859-1860, 1866-1867

          Contact Steve Roth by E-mail (stevenroth@comcast.net) or by letter

                          at P. O. Box 57160, Washington, DC 20037-0610
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       Interesting Markings on Lancaster Cover Posted in 1800

                                                      By Rick Leiby (# 379)

     The cover shown below was purchased because it is an excellent example of the first

Lancaster, Pa. hand stamp marking (LANCASTER • PENNSYLA • , 1798-1800, 24 mm.,

no outer rim).  But after I looked closer at the cover, I began to ask “What was the sender

trying to pull?”  Letters were sent by sheets not weight, so why the notation “¾ Oz”.  And

why the “on public service” was added to the cover?  The docketing indicates it contained a

commission for a justice.  There was no franking privilege associated with the cover.

     My guess is the sender was trying anything he could think of to avoid the postage.  But

then why would he do this, if the postage was the responsibility of the recipient?  There is

nothing to indicate that the postage was prepaid. 

     The Lancaster post office rated the cover as 3 times the 40 to 90 mile rate, which would

appear to be correct assuming the folded letter contained two enclosures.

     Perhaps the notations were applied to try and assure the best service possible at the

lowest rate, but then they would indicate a distrust of the abilities of the local post office.

Perhaps the sender believed that the letter should be sent free by the post office, and the post

office ignored the statements and sent it on at the correct rate. 

     Does anyone have any other ideas as to why these admonitions were added?

                                     •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Auxiliary Markings on Address Deficient Mail to

 North Lang Avenue, Pittsburgh

1910-1938

By Daniel M.  Telep (# 392)

     This winter, the writer acquired about five hundred 20th Century covers, the majority of 

which were from Pittsburgh.  The entire lot was almost all Christmas cards that a family had

owned and could not part with until now.  The entire correspondence was incoming mail to 

Pittsburgh; specifically, the Miller family who’s correct numerical street address was 114 

North Lang Avenue, in present day East Liberty.  As might be expected, essential all 

contained the common 1 and 2¢ stamps used during the period, and would not be of interest 

to philatelists except for the few which contained auxiliary markings.

     However, upon close examination, I found 29 covers that had hand-stamped or 

manuscript auxiliary markings that I have not seen before on early 20th Century Pittsburgh 

mails. (See Tables 1 and 2.)  This posed an interesting question: Why would the Pittsburgh 

Post office have prepared hand-stamped devices like “357 not for,” “362 nor for,” “357 

unknown” and apply them to these covers?

     The purpose of this article is to offer a tentative answer to that question.  I would 

welcome additional reader’s input as I attempt to prove or disprove my hypothesis that 

another postal clerk was transferring them to another's jurisdiction for sorting and delivery.  

I would also be very interested if our Philadelphia collectors know of auxiliary markings 

like these or, for that matter, any other cities that might have used them.

     The city population of Pittsburgh in the early 20th Century was about 325,000 residents.  

Larger cities, if not smaller as well, were struggling to enforce the requirement of numerical

street addresses, without which delays and wasted postal official’s time were a nemesis to 

efficient operations.  This transition to numerical street addresses was probably a painful 

and evolving process.

     The 29 covers listed in Tables 1 and 2 are all addressed to Lang Avenue without a 

numerical designation.  The balance of the collection all have 114 Lang Avenue addresses, 

so the family never moved.  Of the 500 plus covers in the correspondence, these 29 items 

represent about 6% of the total.  The earliest is dated December 24, 1910, and the latest 

December 21, 1938.  This long period of time, almost 28 years, speaks volumes about the 

struggle with mail addressed to a street without a numerical designation during the first few 

decades of the 20th Century.

     Let’s look now at Figure 1, the earliest example dated 1910.  It contains a “357 to” 

hand-stamp and a manuscript “352” on cover.  The second earliest example, an Easter post 

card, has two hand-stamps, “366 not for” and “375 not for”.   It also has a manuscript 

“367 Wolfe” notation (Figure 2).
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                                  Figure 1                                                                                Figure 2

     Figure 3 presents the first major clue to solve the puzzle and is the only example recorded.  The 

“357 not for” hand-stamp again appears as does “362 not for” and “364 not for” in manuscript.  

However, a second hand-stamped auxiliary marking reads, “Not in directory/ Directory Search No

(man.) 6 /Homewood Station”.  From this we learn that early 20th century Pittsburgh mail 

operations struggled to locate residents whose mail did not include numerical designations.  It also 

indicates that a search was conducted for the resident’s address in a directory at the 

Homewood Station.

                                                                         Figure 3 

     Figure 4 illustrates in addition to the “357 not for” hand-stamp previously shown, a new

“362 not for” hand-stamp.  Figure 5 introduces the rather large “375 Unknown” and 

manuscript “352, 358, 362 not known”.  Figure 6 contains two clerks’ initials “S.M.P. 375 

unknown” and “O.L. 364 unknown”.  In Figure 7 is found a larger “357 not for” and a



            

                                                  

 

             HISTORIAN Vol. 33, No. 4 (Whole No. 165)  November 2005                                                               26

smaller “361 not for” hand-stamped markings.

                                         Figure 4                                                                             Figure 5

                             Figure 6                                                                              Figure 7     

     Finally, this brings us to Figure 8, the year is 1938, and one clerk’s manuscript notation 

is “D357 unknown” and next to N. Lang Avenue near Penn, a different postal clerk writes 

114!  At long last, the resident’s home had been identified.  So where does that take us?  In 

a previous article published in the Historian, Vol. 24, No. 2, Whole No. 132, of May 1997, I

illustrated a correspondence that has 19 different numerical hand-stamps in a circle that 

appeared on the cover front.  All the covers interestingly were routed through Pittsburgh or 

Pittsburgh was the destination.  I concluded from that study that “… each numerical value 

identified a postal employee and was thus an internal personal identification device that 

designated a postal clerk with his own mark as a forwarding agent within the postal system 

at Pittsburgh.  This personal identification, a hand-stamped marking, could then be used to 

trace or track mails, identify the agent that directed said mails, as they continued through the

system under his direction.”
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                                                                         Figure 8

     I believe we have with this argument, a very similar situation.  Postal clerks receiving 

mail without street addresses had routing procedures that enabled them internally to move a 

piece of mail to another clerk’s jurisdiction with a hand-stamp that identified them and that 

the resident did not occupy an address in his jurisdiction.  In some cases a manuscript 

notation served the purpose.  If this hypothesis holds, then other examples should exist with 

different hand-stamps and markings.  I expect that the problem was universal, not restricted 

to only Lang Avenue in East Liberty.  Different examples of other agents’ markings should 

exist from Pittsburgh!

     The question on the table is: Was for example the“375 unknown” the address of a 

particular home on Lang Street or a designation for a grouping of streets for a specific 

carrier’s route?  Figure 6 would argue the latter.  Indeed, the body of evidence presented 

strongly supports the internal transfer to another clerk’s mail sorting station.  I believe that 

to be the answer and my proposed hypothesis.  What are your thoughts?

     One thing appears to be certain.  All the letters and cards were delivered.  Otherwise they

would not have been in the Miller correspondence which I purchased and which provided 

the basis for this article.

     Thank you for your attention and interest.  For those of us who’s interests stop at the 19th 

Century, who can argue that 20th Century philately is not interesting and fun to explore?  

Who also can argue that cover collecting is always expensive, almost unaffordable and that 

everything has been studied and published?  I personally still enjoy the hunt and always 

have an eye open for a new philatelic discovery.  I trust that our readers do as well.



                      Table 1    Auxiliary Markings on Year-Dated Mail to

                                                    North Lang Avenue

City Date Address Hand-Stamped

Marking

Manuscript

Notation
Pittsburgh 12/24/10 1. Lang Ave 357 to … 352

New Castle 4/14/11
2. Lang Ave.

366 not for

357 not for

367 Wolfe

Pittsburgh 12/24/13 3. Lang Avenue 357 not for

Not in Directory.  

Directory Search No._

Homewood Station.

362 not for

364

 6 (after No.)

Swissvale 12/26/13 4. Lang Avenue 

Homewood

357 not for 362 not for

Pittsburgh 12/24/14 5. Lang Ave. 357 not for … 362 not for

Pittsburgh 12/16/16 6. Lang Ave. 357 not for

Wilkinsburg 12/1917 7. N. Lang Ave. 357 not for

Pittsburgh 12/23/17 8. Lang Ave. 357 not for

362 not for

Pittsburgh

Oakland Station

12/23/17 9. Lang Ave. 357 not for

Pittsburgh 12/25/17 10. Lang Avenue 357 not for

Pittsburgh 12/22/18 11. N. Lang Ave. 357 not for

Pittsburgh 12/22/18 12. North Lang St. 357 not known

Swissvale 12/13/22 13. Lang Ave. 375 unknown

Pittsburgh/

Oakland Station

12/24/24 14. N.  Lang Avenue 357 unknown 362 not know

358 not know

352 not know

Pittsburgh

Oakland St.

12/22/25 15. N.  Lang Avenue 357 unknown 356 unknown

362 not known

358

Latrobe 12/23/25 16. Lang Avenue 357 unknown 358 unknown

356 unknown

Pittsburgh

Oakland Station

12/23/26 17. N. Lang Ave. 357 unknown

Pittsburgh

Homewood Station

12/20/28 18. Lang and Penn 

Avenues

J.R.H. 366 unknown

Pittsburgh 12/19/29 19. Lang Avenue O.L. 364 unknown

S.M.P. 357 unknown

W.F.W. 362 unknown

Crafton 12/23/24 20. Lang Ave. S.M.P. 357 unknown W.F.W. 362 unknown

Cleveland, OH 12/19/33 21. No. Lang Ave. S.M.P. 357 unknown

Pittsburgh 12/22/33 22. Lang Avenue S.M.P. unknown

Pittsburgh 12/21/34 23. Lang Ave. S.M.P. 357 unknown

Pittsburgh 12/21/38 24. N.  Lang Avenue

near Penn

D 357 unknown

114
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            Table 2   Auxiliary Markings on Non-Year-Dated Mail to

                                                North Lang Avenue

City Date Address Hand-Stamped

Marking

Manuscript

Notation
Pittsburgh

East Liberty

12/23 1. N.  Lang Ave. 357 not for

Swissvale 12/23 2. Lang Avenue

(near Penn)

– 361 not known

Pittsburgh

East Liberty St.

12/23 3. Lang Avenue 357 not for

Union City 4. East Liberty

Lang Avenue

357 not for

361 not for

Union City 5. East Liberty

Lang Avenue

357 not for

                          ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                    WANTED     

       Potter County, Pa. Covers 

         19th Century / Early 20th 

                    (to WW 1)

                        Write or Call

                       Fred Howland                      

                     23 Douglas Drive

               Newport News, VA 23601

                       (757) 596 - 0362

              URGENTLY NEEDED

         Scott #65 usage on covers from

                   Milford, Somerset 

               Lewistown, Mifflintown

        All other PA towns also considered

          Ed Andrews, 803 Hessian Circle,

            West Chester, PA 19382-8040

     610-793-6596        

afacinc@yahoo.com 



    
   

   

                                                 
                                                                                                   

                                      

   

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                 

 

                   Advertising Rates
                           

                            Per Year:  Full Page $50, Half Page $35, Quarter Page $27, Business Card $17

                            Per Issue:  Full Page $15, Half Page $10, Quarter Page $7, Business Card, $5  

                                                      ------------------------------------------------------
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                     Urgently Needed

   Philadelphia Pre-1900 Advertising Covers
   Illustrated with Buildings or Street Scenes 

  

           All Correspondence Answered

                         Gus Spector

               750 S. Main St. Suite 203

                 Phoenixville, PA 19460

 William A. Thoman

                     CORTLAND COVERS  
           Dealing Exclusively in U. S. Stampless Covers

P.O. Box 371
Homer, NY 13077

E-Mail : ccovers@twcny.rr.com

Website : www.cortlandcovers.com                           

                           WANTED

                Stampless Covers

       Pre-1850 Chester County, Pa.

                      Bill Schultz

              1305 Murdock Drive

            West Chester, PA 19380

                WANTED

          Philadelphia Maritime and
        Exchange Office Markings on

   Stampless Covers from 1792 forward

                    Van Koppersmith

                     P. O. Box 81119

                    Mobile, AL 36689

  251-343-2413                cleave3@aol.com 

   Back Issues of the Historian

   Members-$2 each    Non-members-$4 each
     (Only order occasional issues; long runs
                      will not be supplied) 

   Current Historian Index - $7.90 ppd
                      (updated to # 155)
 

                              Write to:                       

                     Tom Clarke
                           Box 290-145

                       Davie, FL 33329

                                Save 40% & Support Your Society !!!

                For just $14.95 you will receive the next 12 issues of U. S. Stamp News

                                            (new subscribers only; reg. rate $24.95)
and we’ll make a $5 donation to your Society.  Send check money order or credit card data to:

                            Stamp News-pph, 42 Sentry Way, Merrimack, NH 03054 
                Phone  800-635-3351                                      E-mail  stampnews@aol.com

WANTED:
  This stamp on cover with       
  a Pittsburgh, Pa. postmark
                                                                         

CONTACT:
  Dan Telep 
  P. O. Box 363
  Sewickley, PA 15143
    412-741-2634         dtelep@crossroadsdg.com



        Pennsylvania Postal Historian

                                      Return Postage Guaranteed

                                    Address Correction Requested

                                                                                       

PRESORTED

STANDARD

U. S. POSTAGE

PAID

SAYRE, PA

PERMIT #224

Norman Shachat

382 Tall Meadow Lane

Yardley, PA 19067
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