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                                                PRESIDENT’S LETTER

     What a great meeting we had at PNSE.  We had a full house of Members and Directors and we 

ran slightly overtime.  Please see Norm’s minutes of the meeting for everything we discussed.  I 

wish to thank everyone who came for their input and the spirit in which the meeting was 

conducted.  The show was great as always.  We have many Philadelphia members who contribute a

great deal of their time to making this show a success and I for one really appreciate their efforts to 

make it a great weekend.  If you’ve never attended, you should just for the exhibits and the 

members you’ll meet.  Not to mention the bourse and the chance to see many different dealers. 

     One of the points that was discussed was our Spring Meeting.  We have had a difficult time 

getting enough members to attend and we have not had enough Directors for a quorum in the past. 

The question comes up, “Do we need a Spring Meeting?”  A number of Directors feel we don’t as 

any business needed to be conducted can be done by telephone, e-mail, or otherwise. From the 

aspect of purely conducting a business meeting, we don’t.  But, not having a Spring Meeting is 

another movement toward inactivity and doesn’t get our group together.  Personally, I believe we 

need to replace the meeting with something that will get members together. One of the biggest 

issues we have is trying to get members together from across the State.  It has been a number of 

years since we have had a meeting in the Western part of the State.  It’s a long drive to PNSE from 

Pittsburgh, and a lot of expense for a member to attend.

     Our bylaws require us to have a mid-year meeting.  We could change that with a vote.  But 

before we do something permanent, I would like to propose that we consider alternatives.  We truly

lack a good venue to hold a spring meeting.  The nature of stamp shows has changed with the 

advent of the internet and E-bay.  The local and regional shows are at a disadvantage, and many 

dealers are no longer traveling to smaller shows.  One proposal I would have is to consider holding 

our Spring Meeting at The March Party which is the annual show of the Garfield-Perry Stamp 

Club in Cleveland.  This is unusual in that we would hold the meeting out of the State, but it would 

be at a great postal history show that is more readily accessible to our Western members.  I would 

like to get the membership’s input as to that idea and their suggestions as to ways to hold the mid-

year meeting before we give up having one.

     Another item of business discussed was our participation in Washington 2006.  We agreed to 

have a joint booth with the New York and the New Jersey State Societies dependent upon their 

agreement to share the cost and the manning.  We would also put up a 1-frame exhibit on collecting

PA postal history.  Anyone interested in contributing to this exhibit, please contact me.  It is a 

different approach from typical exhibiting in that we are trying to show different aspects of 

collecting Pennsylvania Postal History in 16 pages.  That will limit each aspect to a page or two. I 

expect that the international show will be one not to be missed, and I am glad that we will be 

participating. 

     Please send me your ideas and input on how to keep our Society active.

                                                                                 Ri��                                  

                       Check Out Our Fabulous Web Site

                             www.PaPHS.org

        For input, questions, or comments contact our webmaster Steve Roth at:

                                            webmaster@PaPHS.org
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                                                 EDITOR’S COMMENTS

     I have a new E-mail address:  nshachat@msn.com   Please modify your address book 

accordingly.  Unfortunately, unlike regular mail which we study, there is no mechanism for E-

mails to be forwarded.  The good news is that I will not have to eliminate the large quantity of junk

E-mail that arrives daily at my old address.  The bad news is that anyone whom I have forgotten to 

notify will not get through.  I suspect most would agree that the former outweighs the latter.

     As a director of PNSE, I was very pleased with our participation in this year’s show.  At our 

Annual Meeting (see page 5) we had 19 members and one guest, more than we have had in recent 

years.  Four of our members exhibited PA material in the open competition, and we held a 6 one-

frame tri-state competition between our Society and those of NJ and NY.  Although we did not win

the competition (see page 6), I believe our exhibit made a strong showing, as did those of the other 

two state societies.  My thanks to Alan Parsons for coordinating the Empire State Postal History 

Society exhibit, Bob Rose for coordinating the New Jersey Postal History Society exhibit, and Bob 

Lana, Alan Warren and Irv Weinberg for judging the exhibits.  Of course, those who contributed 

single frames to our exhibit deserve our special thanks.  They are: Jim Boyles (Columbia, Pa.), 

Dick Colberg (Lititz, Pa.), Harvey Mirsky (How the Mail Moved in Philadelphia: 1847-1851),        

Don Smith (Johnstown, Pa.), Ron Summers (Philadelphia’s Iron Age) and Joe Wilford 

(Sesquicentennial Exhibition).

     With this issue, my backlog of articles is essentially depleted.  So if you want a substantive 

issue in February, please provide input now!

     The lead article in this issue on Avis, PA (Clinton County) was written by a non-member who is

not a philatelist.  Nonetheless, she did a very credible job of researching her small town P. O.  Two 

short articles on small post offices in Cambria County by Don Smith follow.  Our President Rick 

Leiby shows two 1839 Philadelphia covers and asks, “Could they have been sent by Express Mail”.

Glen Blauch was able to interpret most of the many markings on a 1900 cover from Lebanon, Pa. 

to Europe which was ultimately returned to Lebanon.  Is his interpretation correct and can you help

with the markings that are questioned?  For our Civil War buffs, Jim Boyles shows a gorgeous 

Lancaster patriotic which contained a fascinating letter.  Finally, I needed to fill some spaces on 

pages 19 and 21, so take a look.  You may see yourself there.  

     Hope you enjoy the issue and that it provides inspiration for you to contribute to the Historian.  
       

                                                                                    

N���

                                               MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

             Total Membership as of  7/15/04  ------------------------------------------------------------  128

                                                                         

                         New Member  ------------------------------------------------------  +1

                                         # 550     Gregory A. Hanson    (Seattle, WA)

                                                               (Postal History, Cancellations)

                                                             

             Total Membership as of 10/15/04 -------------------------------------------------------------  129

                                                                         (125 paid, 4 life)
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  MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PPHS MEMBERSHIP AND BOARD MEETINGS

           PNSE 2004, Valley Forge Convention Center, King of Prussia, PA, Oct. 2, 2004

           Attendees:  George Ashman, Phil Bansner, John Barwis, Glen Blauch, Jim Boyles, John A.    
                             Cali (guest), George Danyliw, Sid Fingerhood, Jame E. Kenney, Harvey Mirsky, 
                             Gordon Morison, Rick Leiby, Alan Parsons, Steve Roth, Norm Shachat, Don  
                             Smith, Gus Spector, Ron Summers, Ray Waltz, and Joe Wilford

     Preident Leiby called the meeting to order at 1 PM.  The minutes of our previous annual and 
mid-year meetings were approved as published in the Nov. 2003 and Aug. 2004 Historians, 
respectfully.
     Our Treasurer Dick Colberg, who is vacationing in France, sent the annual financial statement 
shown on the previous page.  Copies were distributed and the report was unanimously approved.
     Secretary Norm Shachat indicated that our membership remains constant at 129, with a few new 
members making up those leaving the Society.    
     The membership unanimously elected Jim Boyles, Gus Spector and Steve Washburne to serve as
Directors (Class of 2007).  The Directors then reelected Rick Leiby as President, Norm Shachat as 
Secretary, and Dick Colberg as Treasurer.
     Editor Norm Shachat indicated that the backlog for the Historian remains low and urged 
members to submit articles.  At present there is very little for the Feb. Issue.  Norm also thanked 
those who contributed single frames to our Society exhibit at this show: Jim Boyles, Dick Colberg, 
Harvey Mirsky, Don Smith, Ron Summers and Joe Wilford.  
     Steve Roth, our Webmaster, urged members to send in interesting covers to show on our 
website.  Phil Bansner suggested an index which Steve indicated would be appropriate when the 
volume shown is larger.  When Norm Shachat indicated that four pages in color in the Historian 

would add $300 to the cost of an issue (current total cost of an issue ~$700), Steve suggested that 
we show articles with a significant color content on the website.  Norm indicated that he would 
send the disc of such issues to Steve in the future.
     Norm Shachat indicated we are low in medals (1 gold, 5 silver remaining).  He will determine 
the cost of additional medals and will propose purchase to the Directors by e-mail during the next 
year.
     In view of the lack of attendance in recent years at our mid-year meeting, Rick Leiby proposed 
that we not hold a mid-year meeting in 2005.  After some discussion, the proposal was moved and 
seconded, and unanimously approved.  Since our bylaws contain a mid-year meeting requirement, 
Rick will determine if any bylaw action is required.
     Participation at Washington 2006 was discussed.  The APS has 125 frames for affiliate 
promotion (cost is $25 per frame).  In addition to taking a frame, it was suggested that we share a 
table and possibly “lounge space” with NJ and NY.  Rick Leiby indicated that he will coordinate all
of the efforts regarding our participation.  He also indicated that Anita Sprankle has volunteered to 
help. 
     Alan Parsons made a presentation regarding last years Ropex multi-state postal history 
competition.  He invited 10 societies; 6 participated with a total of 106 frames.  PA did not 
participate.  NY took first place, OH, second.  With the hope of continuing the competition on an 
annual rotating basis, the winner, NY, designated OH to run the 2005 competition at one of their     
                                                                                                      (continued on next page)
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national show venues.  An impressive plaque memorializing Charles H. Sweeting, one of the 

founders of the Empire State Postal History Society who died last year, was purchased to indicate 

each year’s winner.  The plaque was shown and it has enough space for the next 35 winners!

     Our President thanked Alan Parsons for his presentation just before the meeting was adjourned 

at 2 PM.

                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

                                                            Norm Shachat, Secretary 

         (Pictures taken at our Annual Meeting by Ron Summers are shown on pages 19 and 21.

            In addition, on page 21 is a picture of our honorary member, Charlie Fricke, receiving

                                              his 50-year APS medal at PNSE 2004.) 

                         Awards to Pennsylvania Exhibits at PNSE 2004  

                 Gold:        Norman Shachat        “Philadelphia - British Mail, 1785-1900”

                                                                           Also:  PPHS Harry Yeager Award

            Vermeil:        John H. Barwis          “Philadelphia Foreign Mail Cancellations”

                                   James Boyles              “Postmarks of Lancaster, Pa., 1785-1899”

               Silver:         Edwin  J. Andrews                  “Fortress Pennsylvania”

                                                                          Also:  PPHS Joseph Von Hake Award

                          

                                                  Tri – State Postal History Competition

                                First Place  ---------------   Empire State Postal History Society

                                                                                 (Coordinator -  Alan Parsons)

                            

                             Second Place  ---------------   Pennsylvania Postal History Society

                                                                                (Coordinator – Norman Shachat)

                               Third Place   --------------    New Jersey Postal History Society

                                                                                   (Coordinator – Robert Rose)

                                            
                                                                                                                      
                                              ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••            
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                                                 Member E-Mail Addresses

George Ashman        gashman@ptd.net    (Carbon Co.)     

John Barwis              jbarwis@charter.net     (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)

Gordon Baker           gcbaker@starpower.net  (Fayette Co.)

Chip Blumberg         thefoldedletter@earthlink.net   (Montgomery Co., Dealer)

Glen Blauch              glenlor@dejazzd.com    (Lebanon Co.)

Jim Boyles                jboyles@dejazzd.com     (Lancaster City and County)

Mike Burke               burkem@msx.upmc.edu   (Braddock, Greencasle, Rankin, Swissvale)

Tom Clarke               ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com   (Philadelphia Postal History)

Richard Colberg        apraiseart@aol.com  (Litiz)

Joe Crosby                 joecrosby@cox.net   (Pa. Fancy Cancels)

Gerald Cross              gcross@epix.net  (Wilkes-Barre)

George Danyliw        danburlak@hotmail.com  (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.)

Barry Elkins               elkinj@comcast.net    (Philadelphia Co.)

Helen Galatan-Stone  hfstone@rcn.com  (Phila. Buildings prior to 1900)

Ken Hall                    kenhall@oldletters.com  (Pa. Manuscript Postmarks)

Gerald Hof                 alfredson2@msn.com    (Philadelphia, Hagerstown, Md.)

Peter Hubicki             phubicki@carolina.rr.com (Columbia, Montour, Northumberland Co.)

Van Koppersmith      cleave3@aol.com  (Phila. Maritime Markings)

Robert Kroupa           rnkroupa@earthlink.net   (Chester County, DPO’s)

Rick Leiby                 rleiby@aol.com  (Pa. Stampless)

Tom Mazza                tommazza@interport.net  (Erie, Western Pa.)

Bob McKain              57-vette@adelphia.net  (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)

Jim Mehrer                mehrer@postal-history.com  (Dealer: Mail Bid Sales, Lit. and Supplies)

Gordon Morison        morisong@att.net    (Bradford County)

Clay Olson                shawmut@comcast.net  (Tioga County)

Joseph Palombit        archangelo@comcast.net  (Montgomery, Chester, & Delaware Counties)

Al Parsons                 alatholleyrd@aol.com  (Chemung, Steuben, Schuyler Counties, NY)

Steven Roth               stevenroth@comcast.net   (Domestic Maritime, Prexies)

Robert G. Rufe          rrufe1@aol.com        (Bucks County)

Bill Schultz                bill@patriciaschultz.com  (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)

Norm Shachat            nshachat@msn.com     (Phila. and Bucks Co.)

Dave Silcox               silx404@aol.com   (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)

Don W. Smith           donsmith65@msn.com   (Johnstown, Cambria County)

Gus Spector               gspec56@aol.com   (Phila., Buildings, Civil War )

Anita Sprankle           atsprankle@aol.com   (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)

Gordon Trotter           trotters@toad.net     (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence)

Dan Telep                  dtelep@crossroadsdg.com   (Pittsburgh, Sewickley, Western Pa.)

Steve Washburne       stephen.washburne@verizon.net  (Philadelphia, Monmouth Co., N. J.)     

Cliff Woodward         vagabond3@earthlink.net   (Western Pa., Oil Towns) 

Ronald J. Yeager       cry@penn.com   (Elk, Cameron and McKean Counties)

                          PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR

                                            E-MAIL  ADDRESS LISTED HERE.

  

                                     INDICATE YOUR PA COLLECTING INTEREST.   
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                  History of the U. S. Post Office of Avis, PA

                                                      By Christine A. Bierly

           (Editors Note:  Christine A. Bierly, editor of the “Oak Grove---to---Centerbrook 

Today, Avis Pennsylvania” magazine, sent me a brochure which she composed entitled 

“History of the U. S. Post Office of Avis, PA 17721”.  She suggested the information 

might be of interest to our membership and gave me permission to use the material for this 

article published under her byline.)

The Community of Avis

     The area in Clinton County now known as Avis was called Oak Grove during the 19th 

Century.  It is situated along the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, and is on the 

famous Susquehanna Trail, eight miles form Lock Haven and eighteen miles from 

Williamsport.

     In the late 1890’s, the residents applied to the U. S. Postal Dept. for the establishment of

a post office.  Since there was at the time another post

office in Pennsylvania named Oakgrove (Washington

County), the name on the post office application was 

changed to Centeroak.  The post office was established

in 1900, but just two years later the name was changed   

to Avis.  Undoubtedly, the name change was promoted 

by J. Henry Cochran, president of the Cochran Land 

Company of Williamsport, whose daughter’s name was

Avis Ann Cochran Hickok (Figure 1).

     It was the establishment of the shops of the New 

York Central Railroad in Avis during the early 1900’s

that brought about the growth and prosperity of the

town.  Indeed, for many years it was the railroad shops

that provided the lion’s share of employment in Avis.

The New York Central Railroad facility, often referred

to by the residents as the “Avis Car Shops”, was closed

in 1955.

     As industries developed in Avis and in the nearby

Communities (Woolrich, Lock Haven, Jersey Shore and 

Williamsport), employment was provided by business-

es other than the railroad.  One of the Avis businesses

providing employment for many years is the Woolrich       

Woolen Mills, which closed down in 1994 with the loss                         Figure 1 

of many jobs.

     It is interesting to note that Avis has not grown much in the last fifty years.  Its 

population in 1952, when the town celebrated its 50th anniversary was ~ 1400.  The 2000   
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census showed a population of 1492!  In 1952, the town had five churches.  Today it has 

three.  Although the town has an elementary school, high school students are bussed to 

nearby Jersey Shore, just 3 miles from Avis, as they have been for many years.

     In the past 100 years Avis has undergone many changes, but remains a quiet small 

community.  New homes continue to be constructed and new streets continue to be 

developed.  As in many communities, there are now two large apartment complexes for the

elderly.   

Postal History of Avis (Clinton County)

     The Avis P. O. was originally established as the Centeroak P. O. on June 19, 1900 

(Figure 2).  Its first postmaster was Samuel Swartz and the post office was located at his 

home on Prospect Ave. (Figure 3).  Descendants of Samuel Swartz are pictured in 

                                                                                                           Figure 3

                                                                                                     Home of Samuel Swartz on Prospect Ave.

                                                                                                     Descendant Donald Swartz and his wife lived

                                                                                                     in the home from approximately the 1920’s

                                                                                                     until the death of Mrs. Swartz in 1966 at 

                                                                                                     which time the home was sold and ended the

                                                                                                     Swartz ownership.

                                                                                                     Mr. and Mrs. Donald Swartz remodeled the

                                                                                                     home to their specifications over the years

                                                                                                     that they lived there.  Mrs. Donald Swartz

                                                                                                     was an employee of the Avis P.O. for many

                                                                                                     years.

      Figure 2    Application for the establishment of

                        the Centeroak Post Office, signed by

                        Samuel Swartz on May 8, 1900
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Figure 4.  They are from left to right:

                Harry Swartz  (5/17/1878 – 9/19/1962)

                George Swartz  (4/17/1857 – 1/8/1952)

                Donald Swartz  (8/29/1907 – 6/10/1986)

     On October 17, 1902, Francis R. Cox was

appointed postmaster of the Centeroak P. O. and 

the post office was moved to a small building near 

his store (Figure 5) as described by the following 

announcement in the Oak Grove News, November

22, 1902:

         “Francis R. Cox has made a number of

         changes at the post office here that are

         greatly appreciated by the public.  A new

         letter case with both call and lock box has 

         been put in.  A small building has been

         erected near Mr. Cox’s store that is used

         exclusively for the post office.  The room 

         has been painted and papered and is kept 

         in first class condition.”

                                                                                            
                                                                                                              Figure 4

             

                            Figure 5   Mr. Cox in his post office with his dog “Tricks”  and

                                                            Phoebe Packer & Carrie Brickley Dute 
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The new location of the post office was supplied to the P. O. Dept. with the typographical 

report in October 1902 by Francis R. Cox (Figure 6).  

     On December 21, 1902, the name of the post office was changed from Centeroak to

Avis, and thus Francis R. Cox became the first postmaster of the Avis P. O.  In 1905, 

the location of the post office was apparently changed as indicated by the topographical 

report submitted by Francis R. Cox on Jan. 10, 1904 (Figure 7).  

     

   Figure 6  Centeroak P. O. topographical report,                  Figure 7  Avis P. O. topographical report,

                               October 1902                                                                          Jan. 10, 1905

     The Jersey Shore Herald, 9/30/09, printed the

announcement shown to the right (Figure 8), of an

examination for postmaster of the Avis Post Office. 

Note the difference in the date of the exam, Oct. 31

in the headline, and Oct. 1 in the article!  Thus,

Melanthon O. T. Sahm replaced Francis R. Cox as

Avis Postmaster on Aug. 20, 1910.

     A photo of the Emerick building in which the Avis 

Post Office was located for many years is shown in

Figure 9.  It presumably is the location indicated in the

topographical report in Figure 7.

                                                                            Figure 8.
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                                       Figure 9  Fourth of July Celebration ~1915.  Building owned by

                                                       Oscar & Sallie Bartholomew Emerick.  Avis P. O. was

                                                       on the right side of the building.

     The following is a listing of all the Centeroak and Avis postmasters and their dates of 

service:

                                                                                                       Date

Name                                               Title                                      Appointed

    ( originally established as CENTEROAK )

Samuel Swartz Postmaster 06/19/1900

Francis R. Cox Postmaster 10/17/1902

        name changed to AVIS on December 21,1904

Francis R. Cox Postmaster 12/21/1904

Melanthon O. T. Sahm Postmaster 08/22/1910

Martin C. Flegal Acting Postmaster 06/25/1923

Martin C. Flegal Postmaster 10/12/1923

B. C. Flegal Acting Postmaster 07/17/1927

Dora S. Flegal Acting Postmaster 08/01/1927

Miss Annabelle Busler Postmaster 01/13/1928

Ward T. Deise Acting Postmaster 02/15/1936

Ward T. Deise Postmaster 06/20/1936

Mrs. Miriam M. Deise Officer-in-Charge 11/17/1972

Mrs. Miriam M. Deise Postmaster 04/28/1973

Herbert D. Cohick Officer-in-Charge                            11/21/1975

                                                                                               (Continued on next page)
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Louis F. Haefner Officer-in-Charge 05/07/1976

Louis F. Haefner Postmaster 11/06/1976

William H. Bitner Officer-In-Charge 11/30/1989

Richard M. Dvorscak Postmaster 09/08/1990

Monica Vaccaro Officer-In-Charge 02/28/2000

Jeff Gorham Officer-In-Charge 10/19/2000

Charles Deitrick Officer-In-Charge  02/06/2001

Melanie Shady                                          Officer-In-Charge                           06/01/2001

Richard M. Dvorscak                                   Postmaster                                        06/07/2004

     Another picture of the Emerick Building which housed the Avis P. O. until 1956 is 

shown in Figure 10.  Figures 11 and 12 are two other pictures taken in front of the post 

office.  

                                                                                Figure 11  Ward and Miriam Deise in front

                                                                                                                          of the post office

    Figure 10  Emerick building, May 1956

            Figure 12  Jacque Bierly Myers entering

                              the post office for her mail

                              and to greet her aunt, Mrs.

                              Donald Swartz, who was an

                              employee of the post office 
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     In 1956, the Avis P. O. was moved to the building shown in Figure 13 owned by Vince 

& Anna Marano.  The Chatham Water Co. also occupied the building at one time.  It is 

now owned by the Avis Fire Co.  Figure 14 is a picture of Ward and Miriam Deise in front 

of the post office.  Figure 15 shows them inside the post office. 

     Figure 13  Marano building, May 1959

                                                                                          Figure 14  Ward and Miriam Deise in front of

                                                                                                               the Marano building, July 1956

                                                                                                                                Figure 15

                                                                                                               Ward and Miriam Deise inside the

                                                                                                                     Marano building post office,

                                                                                                                                 May 1959
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     On January 22, 1971 the current post office was opened (Figure 16).  It was built on the 

site of the building to the right of the P. O. in Figures 9 and 10.  Prior to its being 

demolished to make way for the new P. O., it had been a grocery store and a second-hand 

store.

     The four-bar handstamp in use today is illustrated in Figure 17.

                                                                    Figure 16

                                                                      Figure 17

                                                •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                              Laurel Run, Cambria County

                                                   By Donald W. Smith (# 347)

     In the 1976 edition of  Pennsylvania Postal History  by John L. Kay and Chester M.

Smith Jr., the Cambria County town of Laurel Run is listed for two time-periods:

 

                        Established August 3, 1848, Discontinued July 4, 1849

                        Established February 5, 1850, Discontinued October 30, 1850

     In the up-dated 1995 edition of Pennsylvania Postal History, the listing is:

                        Established August 3, 1848, Discontinued July 4, 1849,

                                                                            R (Reestablished as) Uhl
The Uhl citation in the same edition has:

                        Established January 18, 1896, Discontinued November 30, 1900,

                                          T (changed from) Laurel Run, S (serviced from) Johnstown

     I believe the 1995 edition for Laurel Run is incorrect.

     There are many places in Cambria County, and indeed in Pennsylvania, that were called

Laurel Run - named for various creeks that flow through the abundance of laurel in the area.

However,  there  are  several  references  in  the  early  history  of  the  borough  of  Lilly,  in

Washington Township, that refer to the area as Laurel Run.  I obtained from the National

Archives a copy of the handwritten mail route 1607 that ran from Summit to Johnstown.

Summit was, as the name implies, at the top of the mountain near what is now the top

of  the  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad  Historic  Site.   Included  in  the  1607  route  is  the

following:

              “from Summit, 4 miles to Laurel Run, 4 Miles to Portage, 3½ miles to Wilmore,

                              3 miles to Summer Hill and 12 miles to Johnstown.” 

This places Laurel Run half way between Summit and Portage – the current location of   

Lilly, and 22~ miles from Johnstown.  The mail route 1607 is approximately today's PA

State Route 53.

      Information written in on the copy from the Archives after Laurel Run is: "August 3,

'48,  discontinued  July  6,  '49,  reestablished  Feb.  18,  1850,  discontinued  30  Oct.  1850."

These dates match the 1976 edition of Pennsylvania Post History, except for the July 6, 
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1849, which Kay and Smith have as July 4, 1849 for the discontinuance, and the Feb. 18,

1850 reestablishment date which Kay and Smith show as Feb. 5, 1850.

     I have in my collection two letters with a manuscript Laurel Run, one in each of the time

periods.  From the first time period is one dated April 4, 1849 (Figure 1).  The heading of

the letter reads "Washington Township Cambria Co. April the1 1849."  Washington Town-

ship encompasses the current town of Lilly.  That from the second time period is dated

May 3, 1850 (Figure 2).  It is headed, "Plane No.4" which referred to the location of the

fourth plane of the Allegheny Portage Railroad, which was in operation from 1834 to 1854

and hauled the canal boats over the mountains via 10 inclined planes.

                                               Figure 1  Posted at Laurel Run on April 4, 1849

 

        So I believe we can safely

    conclude that the first edition of  

    Kay and Smith’s book contains  

    the more accurate citation for

    Laurel Run.

                                                                              Figure 2  Cover dated May 3, 1850  

                                     •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••                                  
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                           Coupon, Cambria County

                                                 By Donald W. Smith (# 347)

     On May 28, 2004, the post office in the small northern Cambria County village of

Coupon closed upon the retirement of the postmaster, Shirley Templon.  The announcement

of the closing was cleverly made in a local newspaper with a map showing the location of

coupon (Figure 1).  Originally called "DeLaney" (after one

of the Irish families that had settled in the region) the post

office was established on March 20, 1888.  The name was

changed to Coupon on June 22, 1894.  On July 29, 1966,  

it was converted to a contract office as a branch of Ashville,

three miles away.

     It is interesting to note how the name "Coupon" was

derived for the small town.  Because of frequent shootings

and robberies in the 1800s, the main employer, a local coal

company, found it too dangerous to pay employees in cash. 

The company began paying in coupons, which were re-

deemable at the local company store.  In early coal mining     

communities this was not an unusual practice, as it also

meant that almost all purchases had to be made from the

company owned store.  At the suggestion of the postmaster,

the name was changed from DeLaney to Coupon.                                      Figure 1

     

                                                                   Figure 2  The Coupon Post Office
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     In recent years the town has continued to dwindle in population until the post office

served only about 200 families.  There was no home delivery, everyone picking up their

mail at the post office.  Of the 120 post boxes available, only 46 were rented.  The hours of

the facility were 9:00 AM to Noon and 3:00-5:00 PM Monday through Friday. These hours

were inconvenient for some patrons, who now will be serviced by the Ashville rural carrier 

Monday through Saturday. However, there are those who bemoan the fact that they have 

lost their nearby facility and part of their identity as a community.  The four-bar cancel on 

the post card shown in Figure 3 was struck on the last day of the Coupon Post Office.

  

                                              

                                                        Figure 3  Last Day Cancel

                                    •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

         Our President (a.k.a. Andy Reid) at work        Our Secretary at work at our Annual

                          at our Annual Meeting                                            Meeting.

                    (Photos supplied by Ron Summers.  See additional photos on Page 21)
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                                A Pair of Problems; 1839 Express Mail?

                                                         By Rick Leiby (# 379)

     The two covers shown below are somewhat of a mystery or an anomaly. They are both 
bank business correspondence from the Western Bank of Philadelphia requesting collection 
of bills.  The February letter requests collection from an account, the March 19th letter 
enclosing a check.  As such they appear to be a single and a double rate letter from 
Philadelphia to New Orleans.  Given the rates of 75 cents and $1.50, they would be express 
mail letters.  Checking the dates, they are both clearly dated and docketed as 1839, the last 
year of the express. They would be examples of fairly late usage of this service which was 
terminated in 1839.
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     What does not make sense is that the regulations regarding the sending of express mail 

clearly require that the covers be prepaid and that the words "express mail" appear on the 

cover.  There is no indication of on either cover. Checking Milgram's on the subject (The 

Express Mail of 1836-1839, Collectors Club of Chicago, 1977), he shows no examples 

where these regulations were violated.

     So are they express mail covers that passed through the system without following the 

regulations, or are they something else? I would appreciate the opinions of other members 

of the Society. Please respond to the Historian so that the opinions can be shared with the 

members.

(Editor’s Comment:  In order to encourage responses to this article, I will reserve my 

opinion on these covers until the next issue.  Hopefully, I will be able to follow up with 

several responses along with mine.  Since 1836-1839 Express Mail covers to or from 

Philadelphia, or are relatively rare, a photocopy of any such covers would be nice to include

in the follow-up article.  Please also include the dating information with the cover.)

                           •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                                                                                                 

                                                                         Upper Left: Members at our Annual Meeting

                                                                                        Upper Right: Al Parsons showing the Charles H.

                                                                                                                 Sweeting plaque at our Annual

                                                                                                                                  Meeting 

                                                                                              (Above photos supplied by Ron Summers)

                                                                                         Left:  Charlie Fricke receiving a medal honoring his

                                                                                                           50 years in the APS at PNSE 2004 

                                                                                                             (Photo supplied by Alan Warren)
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        Lebanon Pa. to Lebanon Pa. via Antwerp, London and

                                 Washington, D. C. in 1900

                                                 By Glen L. Blauch (# 468)

     I acquired this well traveled Lebanon, Pa. cover at a stamp show in Middletown, Pa. this 

summer and have identified most of the postal markings on it.  The letter was sent by Daniel

P. Witmeyer to Emma E. Witmeyer, “Care of  Gazes & Co.”, in Antwerp, Belgium.  D. P. 

Witmeyer was the owner of a store located at 21 South 8th Street in Lebanon, Pa. where he 

sold books, stationery, wallpaper, window shades and other fancy articles.  According to 

Lebanon Historical society records, Emma E. Witmeyer was his wife.  Apparently Emma 

was traveling in Europe, but the letter never caught up with her until she returned home.

     The Letter was posted on Aug. 10, 1900 as indicated by the Lebanon, Pa. duplex cancel 

(Figure 1).    It is hard to tell when it arrived at Antwep because of the overlapping strikes 

on the back (Figure 2), but it appears to be Aug. 19, 1900.  Unless indicated otherwise, the 

markings are in black.

                                              

 

                                                              Figure 1

     On the front are the handstamps REBUT (“Refused” in French), RETOUR A 

L’ENVOYEUR / TEPUS AAN AFZENDER (“Return to Sender” in French and German),

and the manuscript notation in red “Inconnu a la /  Red Star Line” (“Unknown on the Red 

Star Line” in French).  The ANVERS / DEPART (“Antwerp Outgoing” in French) 

marking dated Aug. 20 on the front, the ANVERS receiving mark on the back dated Aug 21

and the 



            

                                                  

  

           23                                                                  HISTORIAN Vol. 32, No. 4 (Whole No. 161)  November 2004          

                                              

                                                                 Figure 2

boxed INCONNU / Unbekend (“Unknown” in French and German) followed by the 

manuscript “a Chappell” on the back suggest that it may have been sent to Aix-la-Chapelle 

(Aachen) and then returned to Antwerp.  In any event, it clearly was sent on to London and 

received there on Aug. 22 as indicated by the LONDON and LONDON, W. C. circular 

datestamps on the back.  The small red LONDON handstamp on the front dated Aug. 23 

indicates it was sent back to the U. S. on that date, arriving at the Dead Letter Office in 

Washington on Sep. 12, 1900.  The double-circle DEAD LETTER OFFICE / F. D. U. S. 

on the back and the pointing-hand RETURNED / TO / WRITER / D. L. O. on the front 

were struck in purple.  The letter was returned to the sender by the Washington P. O. as 

indicated by the WASHINGTON, D. C. postmark dated Sep. 12 / 4 P. M. / 1900 on the 

front just below the original Lebanon postmark.  The large circular LEBANON, PA. / 

REC’D. marking on the back shows that the letter was returned to its point of origin on Sep.

13, 1900 at 7 A. M.      

     Thus it took 34 days for the round trip from Lebanon, Pa. to Lebanon, Pa 

     The only markings that I have been unable to definitely identify are the unclear large 

double-circle handstamp on the front which appears to be dated Aug. 21 and may have been

applied at Aachen, and the clear red E on the back to the right of the London Aug. 22 

markings.  Any thoughts on these or on my interpretation of the route that the cover took 

would be most appreciated. 

                                  ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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         A LONG LOST LANCASTER PATRIOTIC COVER           

                                                                                             

                                                   By James Boyles (# 399)

      For three years, I have looked, hunted, sorted and looked again and again for that great 

Lancaster Civil War cover from the Nutmeg June 2000 auction.  Finally when checking 

several old auction catalogs, there it was, my May 11,1861 Patriotic cover (Figure 1).

     The cover "OUR COMPROMISE" printed by Sheaffer, Lanc'r is in itself great, but the 

6 page letter by Fourth Corporal John H. Black to a female friend, Jennie in Duncansville 

(Blair County), is a masterpiece (Figure 2).  I have copied the letter as written and the full 

text follows Fig. 2.  The spelling and penmanship are excellent indicating he was well 

educated and since he had rank, he may have had previous military service.  The letter is 

written two weeks plus into a three month enlistment and is a great account of a day in the 

life of a Civil War soldier in Lancaster.  Please note as you read the letter - Lancaster is a 

beautiful city, with obliging ladies who fancy chatting with soldiers, is cheaper than 

Harrisburg, but has leaking tents. Three out of four isn't bad!  Hope you enjoy it as much 

as I do.

                                                                                 Figure 1
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                                                                                 Figure 2

     The full text of the letter is shown on the next page.
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                                                                                                                    Lancaster, Pa. 

                                                                                                                    May 10, 1861

Dear Jennie:

Your letter of a few days past arrived at Camp Curtin on yesterday morning about 9 o'clock and by 

10 we were loaded on freight cars and shipped to the above named city. There were two trains and 

each had 800 soldiers aboard making in all 1600.  I fancied the freight cars very much for I with a 

few others took the privilege of riding on deck from which we had a beautiful view of the 

surrounding country, and to tell the truth I must say I never saw a prettier section of the country than

that we passed through yesterday.  There was but one accident on the way and that was one of the 

boys in the 15th regiment was on deck the same as we were and by not taking proper care of 

himself, his foot slipped and he fell overboard and he was killed instantly.  I did not learn his name 

nor did I see him, but one of his company told me the circumstances.  We had a great time on our 

way, for every fence, house, road and almost everything else was crowded with men, women and 

children waving hats, bonnets, handkerchiefs, shaws etc. and cheering and hollering at the top of 

there voices and when we came to Columbia (12 miles from here) we stopped about 20 minutes and 

the way the pretty girls flocked around the cars with buckets of water for the thirsty soldiers was 

really pleasing and surprising and I was led to exclaim "God bless their dear little souls".  On 

coming to the city of Lancaster where we now are we were marched out to the fairgrounds and there 

encamped in tents, which are leaking right smartly at present for it is raining fast as usual.  

Yesterday after arriving here I got out of Camp and walked down to the city and strolled around 

about two hours, and from what little I have seen of the place I must say that it is the most beautiful 

city I ever saw and more than that we can buy cheaper here by far than in Harrisburg and to make 

the thing better yet the ladies are so obliging and glory in chatting with a soldier.  I believe every 

person in and about the city can speak "dutch".  I can not give the name of the camp for some call it 

"Dennison" and others by different names... I was well pleased with the Camp at Harrisburg and so 

far fancy this one more...our tents are not as good here but the parade ground is extraordinarily 

beautiful and will make up for it.  We will stay here at least two weeks and probably for a month, 

and we will be uniformed before we leave. We are now just 20 miles from our enemies and if they 

don't behave themselves we will soon be down to see them and treat then to a dose of pills made of 

cold lead... We do not expect to fight with one so near us for they number but 500 and would be no 

circumstance for such a crowd as we have here. We could whip them before breakfast and still have 

a appetite for eating. .. The letter goes another two pages asking about friends etc. and then ends... I 

am really pleased to hear that you are well and "foolish as ever" and I am happy to say that I enjoy 

myself exceeding so far, who couldn't with so many jolly fellows.

So nothing more for this time from your affectionate friend and well wisher,

John H. Black

Lancaster, Pa.

14th Regiment. Company H 

                                                                                                       In care of Capt. Thos. Holland.
answer soon.
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     I plan to do additional research as to what John Black did prior to and after his three-

month’s service with the 14th Regiment.  In History of Pennsylvania Volunteers by Samuel 

P. Bates (Broodfoot Publishing, 1869/1993), I found the following the list of Company H in

which John  Black served and a detailed description of the service of the 14th Pennsylvania 

Regiment:
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                                            ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                             THE 14TH PA REGIMENT      

April 24, 1861 - Formed at Camp Curtin (Harrisburg, Pa.), many of the enlistees served in

the military in the Mexican War and were familiar with military life.

May 9th - The 14th and 15th Regiments were ordered to Lancaster to set up camp at the 

Fairgrounds so designated Camp Johnson.  "Much attention was bestowed upon the troops

by the citizens and the whole camp was entertained with a sumptuous dinner by the ladies,

by whom havelocks and Bibles were liberally distributed."

June 3rd - Regiment ordered to Chambersburg where it camped five miles from the town 

and was organized into part of the 5th Brigade of the 2nd Division.

June 16 - Advanced to Hagerstown, Maryland and then to Sharpsburg.  Did picket and 

guard duty.

July 2 - The Division under General Patterson crossed the Potomac.  The Brigade was 

detained to guard Hainsville.  Advanced to Martinsburg.   Remained there until July 15. 

July 15 - The enemy was reported 7 miles away at Bunker Hill, the army advanced, but 

the enemy had fled.  The Regiment marched to Charlestown and Harper's Ferry where 

first word of the battle of Bull Run was received.

July 24 - Three month enlistment expired.  Ordered to Harrisburg, rerouted to Carlisle 

where the men were paid and mustered out. Many of the men joined other Pa. units.

                 WANTED

         For a Pennsylvania Exhibit

  Scott # 65 on cover from:

 Beaver, Brookville, Butler, Clarion,

      Ebensburg, Indiana, Mercer,

   Somerset, Tionesta, Uniontown,

 Waynesburg, Wellsboro, Sunbury,

             Milford and Warren

                          Bill Schultz

                 1305 Murdock Drive

               West Chester, PA 19380

   Back Issues of the Historian

   Members-$2 each    Non-members-$4 each
     (Only order occasional issues; long runs
                      will not be supplied) 

   Current Historian Index - $7.90 ppd
                      (updated to # 155)
 

                              Write to:                       

                     Tom Clarke
                           Box 290-145

                       Davie, FL 33329
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                     Urgently Needed

   Philadelphia Pre-1900 Advertising Covers
   Illustrated with Buildings or Street Scenes 

  

           All Correspondence Answered

                         Gus Spector

               750 S. Main St. Suite 203

                 Phoenixville, PA 19460

 William A. Thoman

                     CORTLAND COVERS  
           Dealing Exclusively in U. S. Stampless Covers

P.O. Box 371
Homer, NY 13077

E-Mail : ccovers@twcny.rr.com

Website : www.cortlandcovers.com                           

                     WANTED     

           Potter County, Pa. Covers 
 19th Century / Early 20th (to WW 1)

                           Write or Call

                       Fred Howland 

                 23 Douglas Drive

            Newport News, VA 23601

                  (757) 596 - 0362

                WANTED

          Philadelphia Maritime and
        Exchange Office Markings on

   Stampless Covers from 1792 forward

                    Van Koppersmith

                     P. O. Box 81119

                    Mobile, AL 36689

  251-344-6180                cleave3@aol.com 

  The Post Offices of Greene County
               By G. Wayne Smith (# 516)

                             Published by

            Cornerstone Genealogical Soc.

    P. O. Box 547, Waynesburg, PA 15370

                        $25 + $3 shipping

An illustrated account of the 104 post offices 
established in Greene County, beginning with 
Waynesburg in 1800 (143 pages).

                                Save 40% & Support Your Society !!!

                For just $14.95 you will receive the next 12 issues of U. S. Stamp News

                                            (new subscribers only; reg. rate $24.95)
and we’ll make a $5 donation to your Society.  Send check money order or credit card data to:

                           Stamp News-pph, 175R Proctor Hill Rd., Hollis, NH 03049 
                Phone  800-635-3351                                      E-mail  stampnews@aol.com

WANTED:
  This stamp on cover with       
  a Pittsburgh, Pa. postmark
                                                                         

CONTACT:
  Dan Telep 
  P. O. Box 363
  Sewickley, PA 15143
    412-741-2634         dtelep@crossroadsdg.com
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