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                                            PRESIDENT’S LETTER

     A happy and prosperous New Year to everyone. Winter has settled upon us in 

Pennsylvania early, and the snows have given me a few evenings with my covers and my 

computer.  I hope that all of the Society’s members have taken the time to see the web site. I 

think it is one of the best of the philatelic web sites.  Besides the organization, Steve Roth has 

continued to add interesting PA covers.  If you haven’t visited lately, go back and look at the 

rare PA machine cancels that have been recently added.  With the help of all the members, we

should be able to show new  interesting covers every month or so.  Please contact Steve with 

scans of your covers (see box below).

     As of this issue, we still have a significant number members who have not paid their 

dues for 2003.  Please don’t put it off any longer.  The renewal form and envelope are 

inside the November 2002 issue of the Historian.  Your prompt attention to this matter is

greatly appreciated.

      The growth of your Society, and the quality of the material found in the Historian, are 

dependent upon an active membership.  We, as many organizations do, depend upon the 

efforts of a small percentage of the members.  Please remember that every effort to publicize 

and promote the Society with postal history collectors is important.  What can you do? Write 

an article for the Historian.  It doesn’t need to be a philatelic research paper.  Send in items 

related to PA postal history currently happening.  Send in that “problem” cover you haven’t 

been able to figure out.  Write to any of the directors or officers for extra copies of the 

Historian and membership forms to put out at local shows, or to give to new club members. 

Tell your president or any director your ideas for the Society.  Get involved!  The Society is 

only as strong when it has an active and involved membership.

                                                                                    Ri��

                       Take a Look at our Fabulous Web Site:

                      

Send your E-mail address to our webmaster, Steve Roth (webmaster@PaPHS.org) 

and he will automatically notify you when the cover section of the web page is  

updated.  

Also, please send interesting covers to Steve for inclusion on the page.  Send them in 

GIF or PSD format at 100 dpi., compressed for transmission.  Include a short write-

up.  Obviously all cannot go on at once, so please be patient.  

Let Steve know how much you appreciate his effort.    

                                                 

       www.PaPHS.org
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                                                 EDITOR’S COMMENTS

     Although there was no response to the P. O. Challenge in the last issue, we are giving it another 
try.  This seems to me to be an easier one, so give it a crack and separate Bill Schultz from his $10 
reward.
     Doug D’Avino of the U. S. Stamp Soc. is requesting input for an inventory of 5¢ error covers.  
Currently only two such Pa. covers are known.  I thought you might like to see them.
     For those of you who like fancy cancels, I think you will enjoy Cliff Woodward’s feature article
on the fancy cancels of North East, Pa.  Gus Spector continues his series on “ Nineteenth Century 
Medicine in Philadelphia” with Part II: the Quacks, a most entertaining article illustrated with 
advertising covers.  I contribute my “2¢” with an inventory of of an uncommon duplex cancel 
which Phila. used on a trial basis for a short period in 1879.  Richard Colberg tells us how he and 
Ken Hall teamed up to discover the first Hat, Pa. cover.  In his inimitable way, Charlie Fricke 
presents us with another dilema, a World War II cover which was returned to Phila. with no less 
than 25¢ postage due.  Finally, Cliff Woodward reviews G. Wayne Smith’s book, “The Post 
Offices of Greene County”.
     We have a few new advertisers so please check out page 29.  John Dunn of Mekeel’s indicated 
that he will continue his ad if it results in at least one subscription from our membership.  If you 
have been thinking about subscribing, now’s the time to do it.    

                                                                              N���

                                             

                                                MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

             Total Membership as of  10/15/02  -----------------------------------------------------------  135

                           Paid-up as of 1/15/03  ----------------------  69

                           Life-Members  ------------------------------    4

                           Unpaid as of 1/15/03  ----------------------   62

                           New Member   -------------------------------------------------------   +1 

                                         #538   Dr. Ronald M. Summers   Potomac, MD
                                                                (Phila. Adv. Covers)

                            Resignation  ----------------------------------------------------------   -1

                                         #460   Michael Layne   Jenkintown, PA

               Total Membership as of  1/15/03  ----------------------------------------------------------   135 

                                                           •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••                                                 

Mark Your Calendar for Our:

       Mid -Year Meeting on April 26 at Lancopex 2003 (see details on page 26).

       Annual Meeting on Sept. 20 at PNSE 2003 (details will appear in our next issue).
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                                Pennsylvania Post Office Challenge

                                                       By Bill Schultz (# 6)

   Editor’s Note:  The response to Bill’s last challenge in the Nov. 2002 Historian, p. 8,

   was zero.  Either the challenge was too difficult or no one cared to participate.  So here’s

   an easy one.  Incidentally, the answer to the last challenge is Fallsington (Bucks County).

   

          Life member Bill Schultz has again provided a challenge to the membership

          with a prize of $10 to the winner.  In order to give all members a chance to

          compete, all correct answers received by March 31, 2003 will be eligible for

          a drawing to select the winner.  Send your answers to Historian editor by

          mail or E-mail.  Good luck and have fun!

          Clues are as follows:

a) This photo, taken on Aug. 1, 2002, is of an active P. O. located

about 16 mi. from the PA Turnpike. 

b) Post office is south of Clearfield and west of Lancaster.

c) Post office was originally a “Saint”.

d) Post office opened with its current name before 1840.

e) The last digit of its current zip code is less than 2.

                   

                                            ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••           
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                                                       Member E-Mail Addresses

George Ashman        gashman2@juno.com   (Carbon Co.)     

John Barwis              sbarwis@sol.co.uk   (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)

Gordon Baker           gcbaker@starpower.net  (Fayette Co.)

Chip Blumberg         thefoldedletter@earthlink.net   (Montgomery Co., Dealer)

Glen Blauch              glenlor@dejazzd.com    (Lebanon Co.)

Mike Burke               burkem@msx.upmc.edu   (Braddock, Greencasle, Rankin, Swissvale)

Tom Clarke               ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com   (Philadelphia Postal History)

Richard Colberg        apraiseart@aol.com  (Litiz)

Gerald Cross             gcross@epix.net  (Wilkes-Barre)

George Danyliw        danburlak@hotmail.com  (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.)

Barry Elkins              elkinj@comcast.net    (Philadelphia Co.)

Ken Hall                    kenhall@oldletters.com  (Pa. Manuscript Postmarks)

Gerald Hof                 alfredson2@msn.com    (Philadelphia, Hagerstown, Md.)

Peter Hubicki             phubicki@carolina.rr.com (Columbia, Montour, Northumberland Co.)

Van Koppersmith      cleave3@aol.com  (Phila. Maritime Markings)

Robert Kroupa           rnkroupa@earthlink.net   (Chester County, DPO’s)

Rick Leiby                 rleiby@aol.com  (Pa. Stampless)

Tom Mazza                tommazza@interport.net  (Erie, Western Pa.)

Bob McKain              57-vette@adelphia.net  (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)

Gordon Morrison      morisong@att.net    (Bradford County)

Clay Olson                shawmut@comcast.net  (Tioga County)

Steven Roth               smroth@starpower.net   (Domestic Maritime, Prexies)

Bill Schultz                bill@patriciaschultz.com  (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)

Norm Shachat            nshachat@aol.com     (Phila. and Bucks Co.)

Dave Silcox               silx@aol.com   (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)

Don W. Smith           donsmith65@msn.com   (Johnstown, Cambria County)

Gus Spector               gspec56@aol.com   (Phila., Buildings, Civil War )

Anita Sprankle           atsprankle@aol.com   (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)

Gordon Trotter           trotters@toad.net     (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence)

Dan Telep                  ctelep16@telerama.com   (Pittsburgh, Sewickley, Western Pa.)

Steve Washburne       stephen.washburne@verizon.net  (Philadelphia, Monmouth Co., N. J.)     

Cliff Woodward         vagabond@sgi.net  (Western Pa., Oil Towns) 

   PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED HERE.

                                          INDICATE YOUR PA COLLECTING INTEREST.   

                  
                                                   

  

If you have not already done so, please pay your dues. 

Dues form and envelope were enclosed in the Nov. 2002 

Historian.  If you misplaced the envelope, send $22.50 to

our Treasurer, Dan Telep, whose address appears on 

page 1.
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                        Census of 5¢ Error Covers Underway

     Doug D’Avino of the United States Stamp Society (formerly BIA) sent an E-mail 
indicating that the USSS is updating their census of 5¢ error covers ( Scott # 467, # 485 and
# 505).  The prior census conducted in 1984 indicated 52 known # 505 covers.  Of the two 
from Pennsylvania illustrated below, the former was reported in 1984, the latter is newly 
reported.  If you have such a gem in your collection from anywhere, please contact Doug 
(davino@navmar.com) or the Historian Editor to add it to the census.

                        
                              Fom Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. Sale 826, 9/13/00 (lot # 737):
                           “Used with 3c and 7c values, cancelled by “Philadelphia Pa. Reg.” oval cancels

                           on buff registered cover addressed locally, with patriotic flag sticker at lower left,
                           neat violet “Philadelphia Pa. Registered Jun. 20, 1917” backstamp, fresh and Very 
                           Fine usage of the 5c color error accepted as payment of the 12c rate for normal
                           postage plus registry fee.”         (Realized $3,250)

                           

                         
                           From Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. Sale 835, 4/10/01 (lot # 483):

                      “Single, tied by “Pittsburgh Pa. Sep. 27, 1919 Mount Washington Station” machine
                      flag cancel on locally addressed cover, light vertical central file fold well clear of 
                      stamp, otherwise very fine.”       (Realized $2,200)

                                                            ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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       The Man Thumbing Nose and Other Fancy Cancels of          

                            North East, Pa. (Erie County)

                                         By Clifford W. Woodward (# 298)

     The town of North East is situated in the extreme north central part of Erie County, in 

the township also bearing that name.  It has a post office in continuous operation since 

1810, although the first store in the town was not established until 1816 and the town 

proper was not incorporated until 1834.  Like many of the lakeshore communities of the 

19th century, it prospered from the industriousness of the immigrants who came to settle 

there, with many manufacturing businesses, banks, newspapers, houses of worship and 

fraternal organizations.  As with most such places, today it has subsided into a small NW 

Pennsylvania community one will pass through when traveling north towards Buffalo, NY.

However, during the 1870’s, the postmaster here created a variety of intriguing cut cork 

killers to cancel his mail.  Their meaning presents us with both tantalizing connections and 

some wonderful cancels.

     The cancel that is the primary focus of this article, or “Man Thumbing His Nose”, first 

came to my attention when Kukstis Auctions, Inc. offered a cover bearing this cancel in 

their April 30, 1994 sale.  The lot description read as follows: “NORTHEAST PA light 

strike of cds, matching very fancy MAN THUMBING NOSE caricature cancel, just tying 

3c #158 on cover.  Slightly soiled.  Fine & Very Rare Fancy” (Fig. 1).  A tracing of this 

cancel can be seen in Fig. 2.  The prospect of such an elaborate fancy cancel from North 

East fascinated me, because the fancy cancels of the town of Corry, also in Erie County 

and perhaps only 25 miles distant, are an object of my study.  While Corry produced many 

elaborate fancy cancels, this particular motif is best known to collectors from an example 

produced in Brattleboro, Vermont in the 1860’s (Fig. 3).  To date I have not read an 

adequate explanation for this design, although those with imagination would recognize it 

as one possible gesture given in response to an offence, perhaps political in nature.

                                                                                                               

 

                                                                                                                             Figure 2

                                                           Figure 1
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                                                                                                                  Figure 3

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                    Figure 4

                   

                                                                              

                                                                                                                    Figure 5

     At the time of the sale, I had 

some discussion with others 

regarding the authenticity of the 

cancel.  About a year later, 

however, a second cover with 

this fancy cancel came to my 

possession (Fig. 4).  The dealer I

obtained the cover from 

expressed his doubts about the 

cancel’s legitimacy, but on 

questioning explained that this 

opinion was based on his never 

having seen another example.  

The two covers are from the 

same correspondence, both 

being addressed to R. J. 

Moorhead in apparently the 

same handwriting.  The 

townmark on the Kukstis cover, 

while weakly struck, appears to 

be of the same type as on my 

mourning cover.  An 

examination of the relative 

placement of the little finger of 

the outstretched hand to the rim 

of the CDS suggests that this 

killer may have been part of a 

duplex device.  Illustrated in 

Fig. 5 is a cover from North East

showing the same townmark 

used in conjunction with a target

cancel.  Both on-cover examples

show a similar degree of 

darkness of strike as well.

     Now armed with two 

examples I began a search for 

more.  Soon after I found the 

off-cover example shown in 

Fig. 6, which appeared as 

Lot # 1202 in the 11/12/1988

Weiss sale.  The description in

that catalog described the stamp 
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 as: “MAN THUMBING NOSE” (PH-F1a) on 3c, of Brattleboro, Vt., stamp w/flts., but a 

VF strike of a very rare cancel…”  Close examination of the cancel such as was possible 

from the catalog illustration, revealed that the cancel bore little resemblance to the 

Brattleboro marking, but appeared in most ways similar to the North East killer.  Though 

not stated in the description, the stamp appeared to be a #158.  The most significant 

difference is that while the Brattleboro “Man” sports a full hat, his North East counterpart 

has lost the back brim; the entire killer is cut off abruptly just rear of the hat.  I had 

recorded no further examples until this year when I noticed lot #2115 in the June 18th 2002 

Nutmeg Stamp Sales auction.  Here was a fourth example of the cancel, struck somewhat 

darker than all the others, but sharing all of their characteristics.  This stamp is illustrated 

as Fig. 7.  The catalog description states: “158 VF, sm flts, Boldly Struck Man Thumbing 

His Nose cnl, Eye Catching and a Great Rarity!”  Thus to date I can account for four 

examples, although I’m sure more exist.  The question remains: what is the origin of the 

design?

 

                                                                                     

 

                                                        Figure 6                                               Figure 7

     Clues that suggest it may be Masonic in nature may be gained from some additional 

fancy cancels produced at North East.  Fig. 8 illustrates a cover bearing what I believe to 

be a stylized “All Seeing Eye” fancy cancel.  Though crude, the tracing’s design (Fig. 9) 

seems to fall into the range of this type, with other examples being the famous 

Mittineague, Massachusetts ASE cancel (Fig. 10; Skinner & Eno # FR-NMb 8) and the 

very stylized version used at Westerly, Rhode Island (Fig. 11; Skinner & Eno # FR-M7 7). 

Another Masonic cancel appears on the cover in Fig. 12.  Clarified by tracing in Fig. 13, 

the cancel is obviously a negative image of a Masonic “Trowel”, a symbolic implement of 

the society.  This image has been used for cancels elsewhere, as recorded in the Skinner & 

Eno book as cancel number PO-Tr 3 (Fig. 14).  Perhaps the “Man Thumbing Nose” design 

is somehow connected with the use of Masonic themes in the cancels.  Although none are 

year dated or contain dated letters, the usage of the #158 suggests early to late 1870’s as a 

time span.  To the best of my knowledge, the “All Seeing Eye” and “Masonic Trowel” 

cancels of North East are unique.
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                                                                                                                                               Figure 9

                                                     Figure 8

                                                                                              

                                                   Figure 10                                                   Figure 11

                                                                                                                                

  

                                                                                           Figure 13             

                                                                                                                                               

                                                       Figure 12                                                                          Figure 14
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     The final fancy cancel here presented leaves us with a final clue.  The cover in Fig. 15 

bears a “VB” canceling the #U82 stamped envelope (also addressed to Moorehead).  

Enlarged in the tracing (Fig. 16), the letters are simple and crudely cut.  I have recorded a 

second cover dated August 2; this cover is dated the 24th, thus showing at least three weeks

of usage.  The initials stand for Volney Belnap, the postmaster at North East from February

1869 until March 1879.  My collection of Erie County contains several North East covers 

from the late 1870’s until the turn of the century, and no further fancy cancels appear, thus 

it is simple to postulate that Mr. Belnap was the source of their inspiration and perhaps 

execution.  An examination of the Beers 1884 History of Erie County, Pennsylvania 

reveals that Volney Belnap was the son of Gilbert and Polly Belnap, one of four children 

(two boys and two girls).  The section on North East Township lists the town as having an 

Odd Fellow’s Lodge, established there in 1850, but no mention of a Masonic Lodge; 

Volney may have been a member of a lodge in another town.  As evidenced by listings in 

the Skinner & Eno and Cole books, Masonic postmasters often expressed their affiliations 

through fancy cancels and thus we have new, unlisted examples to present here.

     I would be very interested to hear from anyone able to shed further light on the “Man 

Thumbing Nose” cancel.

                                                                                                                                                  Figure 16

                                                        Figure 15

Author’s Addendum:

     Subsequent to submission of this article to the Historian, further

information came to my attention in a very recent publication by the                                  

U. S. Cancellation Club by the late Kenneth A. Whitfield, entitled

Cancellations Found on 19th Century U. S. Stamps.  The collection

of over 6,000 tracings was compiled by the author during the 1940’s

and 1950’s to augment both the Skinner & Eno and Cole books.  In

this newly published work, “Man Thumbing Nose” of North East is

identified as Whitfield – 50 (Figure 17).  No source of the tracing is

provided, so the existence of a third cover is uncertain.                                     Figure 17

                                        ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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“GOOD FER WHAT AILS YA!”
Nineteenth Century Medicine in Philadelphia

 Part II: The Quacks

                                              © 2003 By Gus Spector, M.D. (# 396)

There once was a doctor named Jayne

Who professed cure for all aches and pain.

No matter what the ill was

He would not say what the pill was

‘Cause the ingredients were always the same!

***

A sucker is born every minute!  (P.T. Barnum)

     Just another limerick, huh? Well, unfortunately, this little jingle typified the mindset of 

the drug industry during the mid-nineteenth century. No governmental legislation had as 

yet been created to regulate the production, marketing, or sale of any sort of food or 

medication. There existed no truth-in-advertising laws. Since there existed few efficacious 

medications at that time, physicians, “doctors”, pharmacists, and anyone else with a 

mediocre chemistry set and an inkling of brains could run rampant, creating and promoting

new “wonder drugs”. Accompanied by fantastic claims of miraculous cures, and supported

by even more fantastic testimonials (“This tonic made my tuberculosis disappear in four 

days!” …Mr. C.W., Oshkosh, Wisconsin), the masses were bamboozled and hoodwinked 

into purchasing huge quantities of these so-called medications. Spurred by the growing 

public distrust in doctors and their quackery, the drug trade became a growth industry, and 

Philadelphia was one of its leaders.

     Figure 1 shows an early advertising cover for A.E. Smith’s Electric Oil: the only certain

remedy for rheumatism, palsey, asthma, frostbite, etc., etc.; approved by 300 physicians 

and many eminent dealers. Not much is written about Dr. Smith, but, in this case, the 

engraving on the reverse is indeed worth a thousand words!

* * *

 

    William M. Wilson’s building façade is captured on this cover from the 1880’s (Figure 

2). The reverse touts that only natural ingredients have been added to their cough drops. 

One would suspect that this was nothing more than candy rather than medication. The ad 

further stated that morphine and opium had been omitted from the cough drops. These two 

harmful, addicting drugs were frequently added to medicinal concoctions in small 

amounts, and certainly possessed the sedative and analgesic qualities useful in arresting 

coughing spells. Another cover from 1908 not shown here advertises that William M. 

Wilson and Sons had relocated at 225 Dock Street in Philadelphia, and were now brokers 

in chemicals, drugs, gums, etc.

* * *
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                      Figure 1

           Obverse and reverse  of

           envelope posted during

                  the mid 1850’s

              

                                    Figure 2

                        Obverse and reverse of

                        envelope posted  during

                                   the 1870’s
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     R. Hays Kline, not to be confused with Mahlon N. Kline of later Smith, Kline and 

French fame, is listed as an 1859 graduate of the Eclectic Medical College of Philadelphia, 

one of the schools that sold bogus diplomas to bogus physicians. Figure 3 shows the 1884 

location of his medical and surgical rooms on Arch Street in Philadelphia. In 1894, Dr. 

Kline, advertising until the fictitious name of the Philadelphia Bellevue Institute of 

Medicine and Surgery, wrote to a potential customer:

Dear Sir: - Owing to many matters which possibly have occupied your time 

and attention, you may have overlooked our Special Treatment For

Nervous Diseases. We have for many years been sending a $2.00 bottle of 

Our Great Nerve Restorer, (a wonderful medicine), free for trial in each 

case of Epilepsy or Falling Sickness. For St. Vitus Dance, Great 

Nervousness, Sleeplessness, Nervous Headache, and for Children a $1.00 

bottle is sent. It stops all FITS and SPASMODIC NERVOUS DISEASES by 

the first few doses. If it should be a pleasure to you, we would be pleased to 

have you witness the good results of the medicine on those to whom it may 

be sent. AVOID ALL IMITATIONS AND IMITATORS!

(Sounds like an offer that we couldn’t refuse!) Since Dr. Kline dealt primarily with 

nervous diseases, it is conceivable that he adopted the name of his Bellevue Institute from 

the prestigious and infamous Bellevue Hospital in New York City.

                                                                                  Figure 3

                                                                            *     *     *
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     Dr. J. H. Schenck’s name is recognized by both collectors of  proprietary private die 

stamps and medicinal bottles. Each proprietary stamp portrays Dr. Schenck and his son 

(Figure 4). The 1c green stamp for Schenck’s Mandrake Pills was first issued in 

September, 1865 and last issued April, 1880. His 6c black stamp for Schenck’s Pulmonic 

Syrup were first and last issued on the same dates. The 4c black stamp, featuring only Dr. 

Schenck, Sr., was produced from 1878 until April 12, 1883. He graciously dubbed his 

building “Schenck’s Palace” (Figure 5).

                          Figure 4

        Drs. Schenck, Junior and Senior

  (photo courtesy of Andrew Levitt, The

      Morton Dean Joyce Private Die

Proprietary Collection, Sept. 12-14, 1991)

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                     Figure 5

On January 1, 1872 Dr. Schenck, Sr., advertised:

Dear Sir:

I beg to inform you, that I have this day associated with me in 

business, my son, Joseph H. Schenck, Jr., M.D., and that hereafter, the 

manufacture of Schenck’s Pulmonic Syrup, Schenck’s Seaweed Tonic, 

and Schenck’s Mandrake Pills, will be conducted under the title and firm 

of 

J.H. Schenck & Son.

I would also state, that, having taken possession of my spacious and elegant

new Palace, at the North East Corner of Sixth and Arch Streets, 

Philadelphia, we will be happy to have you pay us a personal visit at our 

new headquarters, whenever in the city.

(Hhmm… not too shabby!)

   * *    *

     The William R. Warner Company was founded in 1856 by its namesake, a well-known 

Philadelphia pharmacist. The corner card in Figure 6 identified it as an “importer of drugs, 

and manufacturers of sugar-coated pills, elixirs, fluid extracts and new remedies”. It 

introduced such products as “Quin-Coco”, which was identified as “a suspension of 

quinine, chocolate flavoring and ‘other things’”.  The Guy’s City Despatch adhesive on 

this cover places the date as 1879.
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                            Figure 6  Guy’s Dispatch was an illegal local post which operated from April

                                                 to June 1879 and was shut down by the Federal Government.

     Located at 1228 Market Street in Philadelphia, it was the second pharmaceutical 
company founded in the United States. In 1899 the building was destroyed by fire with a 
loss of over $320,000. The cover in Figure 7 shows the company’s new location in 1900 at 
639 to 643 North Broad Street in Philadelphia.

     In 1908 the Warner Company merged with Pfeiffer Pharmaceuticals, the latter being 
located in St. Louis, Missouri, and the new Warner-Pfeiffer Company was headquartered 
in Philadelphia. In 1916, Pfeiffer acquired the Richard Hudnut Company, a manufacturer 
of cosmetics. Then, in the 1950’s, a merger between Warner-Hudnut and Lambert 
Pharmaceuticals created Warner-Lambert, which is now part of Pfizer, Inc. What began as 
a small laboratory, creating typical 19th century medications, had blossomed into a 20th 
century megacorporation!

                                                                                    Figure 7

                                                                               *   *     *
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     It is certainly this author’s hope that your liver is performing well. If not, I would 
suggest Dr. Simmons’ Liver Regulator. Originated in 1828, and produced by J. H. Zeilin 
and Company (see Figure 8), it is prepared in a scientific and perfected manner, by means 
of improved process and apparatus, so that it stands without a peer. Beware of the 
fraudulent representation and schemes hatched up to induce the unwary to buy their 
preparations! It is no intoxicating beverage to lead to intemperance, but will invigorate like
a glass of wine, and promote digestion and generally tune up the system. Regulate the 
liver, remove the bile, cleanse the system, and Yellow Fever has been prevented. And so 
perfectly harmless is this remedy that it can be taken by the youngest infant!

                                                   Figure 8   Posted between 1874 and 1879

                                                                   *  *   *

     Now that we’ve regulated your liver, it’s time to rejuvenate the rest of your body! 
Doctors Starkey and Palen had the answer with their genuine Compound Oxygen. In their 
printed literature they stressed that this was not a drug, Compound Oxygen being a 
magnetized form of oxygen. They reasoned that the brain, spinal cord and nerves, 
functioning like a galvanic battery, generated magnetic forces which presided over those 
organs of involuntary control. Properly administered, a half-dozen inhalations of 
Compound Oxygen can recharge these vital batteries. Once put into working order, it then 
“continues to act for a specified season”. The cost of this treatment in 1895 was $15 for a 
two months’ supply, which was more than a week’s salary for many. Drs. Starkey and 
Palen reasoned that this was actually a low cost item, since “we are physicians, and give 
our patients the right of free consultation during the time they are using our Treatment”, 
thus, costing, in most cases, “less than a doctor’s ordinary prescriptions while attending a 
patient during a two month period of time – to say nothing of his regular fees” (see Figure 
9).
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                                                                                Figure 9

                                                                             *   *   *

     Dr. David Jayne was born in 1798. He “attended courses” at the University of 

Pennsylvania and began the practice of medicine in 1825. In 1831 he introduced his first 

proprietary medicines emblazoned with his name. In 1836, he relinquished his general 

practice of medicine and purchased a drug store at 20 South 3rd Street in Philadelphia. It 

was well known that he practiced medicine pro bono for the rest of his career. His “purse 

was ever open to the poor” (see Figure 10).

     Seeking larger quarters, he relocated to 3rd and Chestnut Streets in 1848. His “Jayne 

Building” was an incredible edifice, eight stories in height with two additional 

subterranean levels, being topped by a magnificent tower. Dr. Jayne’s proprietary stamp, 

displaying his building, is well known to collectors ( Figure 11).  Dr. Jayne was a 

successful real estate entrepreneur, building Jayne’s Hall, the Commonwealth Building, 

and others. He was married three times, his last wife being alive in 1891, as reported in the 

book Philadelphia and Popular Philadelphians. He commissioned a well-known architect 

to design a mansion for him, to be located at 19th and Chestnut Streets. Unfortunately, he 

died of pneumonia in 1866, while his new residence was still under construction.

     In February, 1855, his firm was renamed Dr. Jayne and Son, since he now partnered 

with his son, David W. Jayne, and his nephew, Eben C. Jayne in the manufacturing and 

sale of his family medicines. Dr. Jayne was a genius at advertising and merchandising his 

products. Beginning in 1843, he published a yearly almanac, replete with magnificent 

copper engravings. The firm existed between 1843 and 1976, and, during that time, over 

500 million almanacs were distributed.

     After his death, the business remained in family hands, eventually achieving worldwide 

recognition and distribution. Over the years the line of Family Medicines changed very

little. Dr. Jayne’s Life Preservative was dropped some time prior to the Civil War. All
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other products remained the same until the passage of the Food and Drug Act of 1906. In 

the 1930’s Jayne’s Tonic Vermifuge became Jayne’s Vermifuge; Jayne’s Carminative 

Balsam became Jayne’s Carminative; while Jayne’s Expectorant retained its original name.

Other products of the 1930’s included Jayne’s Tape Worm Treatment, Jayne’s Pin Worm 

Preparation, and Jayne’s Tonic Pills. Jayne’s Lincreme received the Good Housekeeping 

Seal of Approval.

                                                             Figure 10  Letter posted ~1868

                                  

                                                                                Figure 11  

     The firm of Dr. D. Jayne and Son survived in spite of many financial obstacles, 

including numerous wars and the Great Depression of 1929. The firm was last recorded as 

being located at Delaware Avenue and Pine Street in Philadelphia in 1976.

                                              * *      * 

     Upton Sinclair’s novel, The Jungle, was published in 1906, exposing the filthy 

conditions in Chicago’s packing plants. President Theodore Roosevelt was so angered by 

the sequelae of the public outcry set in motion by this book that he pushed a meat 

inspection bill through Congress that same year. The bill, becoming law, forbade interstate 

and foreign sale of adulterated and misbranded food and drugs. The drug industry had 

now, by law, to abide by the standards of purity and quality as prescribed in the National 

Formulary and The United States Pharmacopia.  Adulteration of foods and drugs   
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constituted the removal of valuable components, the substitution of ingredients so as to 

reduce quality, and the addition of deleterious substances. Misbranding dealt with making 

false claims or misleading label statements. The presence and quantity of alcohol or 

narcotic drugs had to be set forth on the proprietary labels. The Bureau of Chemistry was 

created to enforce the law by spotting violations and preparing cases for court. Figure 12 

shows a typical Bureau of Chemistry laboratory in 1911.

     In today’s present climate, the Food and Drug Administration’s  requirements for 

allowing a drug to be placed on the market are ultra-stringent. Multiple, many-faceted 

trials must be successfully passed prior to initial production. Pharmaceutical companies 

spend many billions of dollars each year for research and development, with the full 

knowledge that most drugs just don’t make the it to the market.

     Imagine if you will Drs. Starkey and Palen attempting to obtain FDA approval for their 

Compound Oxygen. It just wouldn’t happen any more. Good thing! 

                                                                                Figure 12

                                       ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                                   Inventory of Dated Examples of 

      The Philadelphia Goldsborough “12 in 2-Circle Target”  Duplex

                                                    By Norman Shachat (# 76)

     Relatively recent prior articles by Roger Curran1,2 have clearly shown that the subject 

duplex cancel is not a commonly found item.  Indeed, a current inventory of the cancel 

indicates that it was only used sparingly by the Philadelphia P. O. for approximately a one-

month period.  The current EKU, dated Sept.. 29, 1879, is illustrated in Figure 1, and the 

current LKU, dated Oct. 25, 1879, is shown in Figure 2.  The other three known dated 

examples are reproduced in Figures 3, 4, and 5.

 

 

                                                                                                                                                Figure 1

                                                                                                                                  Reduced scanner copy of

                                                                                                                                 current EKU dated 9/29/79.

                                                                                                                                  (Collection of Tom Clarke) 

                    Figure 2   Slightly reduced scanner copy of current LKU, enclosure dated 10/25/79.

                                                                       (Author’s collection)
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                    Figure 3                                    Figure 4   Reduced scanner copy of photocopy in article by

 Reduced scanner copy of corner.                               Donald Mac Gregor, Stamps, Vol. 50, March 17, 1945, 

  Letter posted on Oct. 3, (1879).                                            p. 378.  Letter posted on Oct. 14, (1879).

   (Collection of Roger Curran)

                                 Figure 5    Actual size scanner copy of postal card dated 10/20/79.

                                                                   (Collection of Tom Clarke)

     Seven off-cover examples of the cancel in Roger Curran’s collection are illustrated in 

Figure 6.  In his previous articles, Roger suggests that it was likely used for a very short 

time on a trial or experimental basis.  In his article entitled “Scarce “Common” 

Cancellations” in the 1945 issue of Stamps (see Fig. 4), Donald Mac Gregor states:

      “Another apparently “Common” looking but scarce cancellation is the Philadelphia 12 in two circles

     also illustrated herewith.  This cancellation is scarce off cover.  I have only two examples and have gone

     through thousands of these stamps.  This holds true for the two other collections mentioned above.  Until

     recently none of us knew where this cancellation originated and then this cover arrived in a lot, priced

     modestly at 20¢.  This again illustrates my thought that you can not always tell by the looks of a 

     cancellation how scarce it is.  You have to start to look for it to realize how few there are around.  

     Mention was made earlier in this article of having access to two other 3¢ Green collections.  In the

     building up of these collections, the three of us have gone through literally millions of stamps of this

     issue and many thousands of covers.”



    

         

            23                                                                 HISTORIAN Vol. 31, No. 1 (Whole No. 154)  February 2003

                   

         

                                 Figure 6   Actual size scanner copy of off-cover examples.

                                                                (Collection of Roger Curran) 

     The “12” duplex was obviously not adopted for

regular use, for we find that in November 1879,

the Phila. P. O. began using the”numeral in 4-circle”   

Goldsborough duplex as their primary postmark

(Figure 7).  All numerals from 1 – 13 have been

found, except for 10.3  The Figure 7 type duplex

was used for a little less than a year.4 
                                                                                                               Figure 7 

Acknowlegements:

              My thanks to Roger Curran (# 435) and Tom Clarke (# 38)  for their input in the

        preparation of this article.
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1.) Roger Curran, U. S. Cancellation Club News, Summer 1991, pp. 112 - 113. 

2.) Roger Curren, Pa. Postal Historian, November 1994, pp. 5 – 6.

3.) Roger Curran, U. S. Cancellation Club News, May 2001, pp. 94 - 95.

4.) Tom Clarke, Catalog of Philadelphia Postmarks, Part I, 1991, pp. 28,30.
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                                           A NEW FIND

                    First Hat (Lancaster County), Pa. Cover Discovered

                                                  By Richard Colberg (# 378)

     It’s funny how some things work out.  A couple of weeks ago I was bidding on a three 

cover lot on E-Bay, somewhat half-heartedly, and decided to check on who was bidding 

against me.  It turned out to be fellow PaPPS member Ken Hall (# 519).  I wasn’t really 

that enamored with the lot and dropped out, sending a “You win” E-mail to Ken.

      One of the covers in this lot, somewhat ratty, was to a sender from Litiz from whom I 

had two pieces of correspondence in my Litiz exhibit.  (This will be the subject of another 

article.)  Ken E-mailed me with details of the covers after he received them and asked for 

my help on one, illustrated below.

     Ken assumed it had a Nat, Pa. manuscript on it and signed “Free / E. Kenzie P. M.”  All

he could find was an “E. Kenzie” from Montgomery County in the 1850 census.  The 

cover was not year dated.

     We could not find a listing for Nat, Pa.  So I did some digging and found Hat, Pa. in 

Lancaster County.  In the list of postmasters and their compensation for Hat, Pa., I found a 

listing for Esaias Kinser as postmaster from April 21, 1841 to Jan. 29, 1852 and then again 

from June 6, 1854 to April 3, 1856.  Up to this point there were no reported markings from

Hat, Pa. which was established on Jan. 5, 1828 and discontinued on April 3, 1856.

     I have not determined where Hat, Pa. was, but if I were a betting man, I’d guess eastern 

Lancaster County.  There was, and still is, a Kinzers, Pa. about 10 miles east of Lancaster.  

The post office was opened there on October 12, 1843 and the first postmaster was Henry 

Kinzer. 

     So, I assume Ken has the discovery copy of the only known Hat, Pa. manuscript 

marking.  Congratulations Ken!

     

                   

                  

                                                 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••                                    
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                   Canyon, Texas to Philadelphia and Back to Canyon
                                            What Really Happened and Why?

                                                     By Charles A. Fricke

     The “ATTACKERS OF WESTWALL” patriotic cover was mailed with a 3¢ “Win the 

War” stamp (Scott # 905) and is postmarked Canyon, Texas, Feb. 17, 1945.  On arrival in 

Philadelphia it became a problem to locate the addressee, H. C. Tichenor, 1660 Hillsdale

(Figure 1).

     Evidently delivery was not completed for we find the following series of markings 

applied by the Phila. P. O.: (1) “NO SUCH ADDRESS” (2) “NOT IN TELEPHONE 

DIRECTORY” (3) oval “PHILA. No. 50” (4) “PHILADELPHIA, PA. / FEB 26 / 1945 //

UNCLAIMED” (International SM-22(s).  Having been unsuccessful in locating the 

addressee, the Phila. P. O. returned it to Canyon, Texas.  The purpose of the manuscript 

“1884” at the upper left is not apparent.

     For some reason the Canyon, Texas postal clerk affixed no less than eight postage due 

stamps, cancelling each one using a wavy roller marking of “CANYON, TEXAS”.  The 

series of stamps consists of (2) ½ ¢, (1) 1¢, (1) 2¢, (2) 3¢, (1) 5¢ and (1) 10¢, making a 

total of 25¢ in postage due stamps!  The use of eight stamps, when the 25¢ in postage due 

could have been shown with (1) 5¢ and (2) 10¢ issues, suggests a philatelic request, 

especially since the stamps were placed with care so as not to significantly affect the the 

address or the patriotic cachet. 

       

      
                                                                  Figure 1

     The cover does not appear to contain a return address.  The label on the back for 

“HEALTH through CHIROPRACTIC” / 1945 / STUDENT LOAN FUND” may have
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povided sufficient indication of a return location.  The “MAR 5 1945” handstamp and the 
manuscript “R” and “1.25 Cash / JES” on the back (Figure 2) indicates that someone paid 
$1.25 in cash for the returned letter, or perhaps for several such returned letters.

            
                                                                  Figure 2

     In any event, it certainly appears that the letter was returned to the sender.  How it got 
there and why the 25¢ postage due with no less than eight postage due stamps remains 
open to speculation.  Any further thoughts regarding this neat WW II patriotic with the 
several Philadelphia markings would be appreciated.

                                 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

 
                         PPHS Mid -Year Meeting

                        Saturday April 26 @ 2 PM

                        at LANCOPEX 2003  ---  April 26 & 27, 2002

                                      FARM & HOME CENTER

                                         1383 ARCADIA ROAD

                                        LANCASTER, PA  17601

                                           For a Prospectus Contact:

                                                                Jim Boyles

                                                              P. O. Box 982

                                                        Lancaster, PA 17601



    
         

            27                                                                 HISTORIAN Vol. 31, No. 1 (Whole No. 154)  February 2003

                                                   Book Review

                                            By Clifford W. Woodward (# 298)

     The Post Offices of Greene County, First Edition, by G. Wayne Smith (PPHS #516), 
Published 2000 by the Cornerstone Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 547, Waynesburg, PA 
15370.  Softbound, 143pp., numerous b&w illustrations, ISBN 0-9706895-0-0.  Available 
for $25.00 + $3.00 S&H from the publisher.

     This book is a treasure, both for those of us with an interest in the postal history of 
western Pennsylvania, but additionally genealogists and historical researchers.  It is also a 
companion and an expansion volume to Pennsylvania Postal History (Kay & Smith).  
While previous works on Pennsylvania markings have confined themselves to the 
markings themselves (q.v. Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Warren County, 
Pennsylvania, Mazza & Leberman, 1991 and Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from 
Erie County, Pennsylvania, Mazza, 1993), The Post Offices of Greene County is about just
that, the post offices.  Covers, while present, serve as ancillary items rather than the focus 
of the work.
     Author Smith has done what all of us geographical collectors have considered at one 
time or another: attempt to locate and visit every post office location in our county(s) of 
interest.  Initial chapters include “Post Offices Established” that contains some brief 
background as to the context surrounding their creation, and “Locations of Post Offices,” 
which is a listing of the offices by township.  Following chapters discuss “Postmasters and 
Politics” that in a concise few pages describes how the position of postmaster was the 
arena of the politically inclined, and that the party currently in power usually dictated the 
tenant behind the cage.  Some the examples discussed were amusing to read about.  
“Delivering the Mail” outlines how the mail was moved through the county with detail and
attention paid to railroad and rural free delivery routes.  Finally “First Class Postage Rates”
provide basic information on domestic postage costs.
     Next come the chapters “Active Post Offices” followed by “Inactive Post Offices.”  
Both list the offices as indicated, the active presented by date of establishment and the 
inactive alphabetically.  Each listing includes a postmaster list, establishment and location 
information, and if applicable, RFD and succession of name details.  A contemporary 
photograph of most the post office accompanies the listings, and in many cases, historical 
images from photo post cards and cuts from old atlases.  In a couple of cases, this is only 
an image of a field or empty crossroads where the village has disappeared.  Sprinkled 
throughout are illustrations of covers or cards bearing marking from the towns, some quite 
rare (the listing for Homeville, 1893-94, includes a cover).  Though not intended to be a 
survey of postal markings, the book does well to include them and provide that connection 
that not only satisfies our need as collectors to see covers, but also presents a visual 
connection for the non-collector.  As with all chapters in the book, copious footnotes 
follow citing sources, offering further amplification.
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     Compiling the type of information presented, such as verifying site locations and 

tracking down historical photographs as well as the footwork involved, is not an easy task. 

Mr. Smith is to be congratulated on producing a work worthy to add to the library shelves 

of a wider audience.  I would have liked to see a capsule history of the town or village 

accompanying the post office data, but this would be extraneous information given the 

purpose of the book.  Also, the title of the book is omitted from the spine, which I found 

curious.  These are small issues given the scope of The Post Offices of Green County.  

Although I am not a collector of Greene County, I’m glad I have this book in my library.  

Any collector of Pennsylvania postal history would be.

 

                                                   •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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  The Post Offices of Greene County
               By G. Wayne Smith (# 516)

                             Published by

            Cornerstone Genealogical Soc.

    P. O. Box 547, Waynesburg, PA 15370

                        $25 + $3 shipping

An illustrated account of the 104 post offices 
established in Greene County, beginning with 
Waynesburg in 1800 (143 pages).
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                                            (new subscribers only; reg. rate $36.50)
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                           Stamp News-pph, 175R Proctor Hill Rd., Hollis, NH 03049 
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