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                                            PRESIDENT’S LETTER
 

 

                                                                                                               Ri��

   Lebanon County Stampless  Monograph Underway    

                  Dick Colberg is working with Glen Blauch

                  and Tom Mazza to complete the monograph.

                  Photocopies of any Lebanon County stampless 

                  markings (manuscript or handstamp) through

                  1860 are requested.  Please send to:

                                         Richard Colberg

                                          P. O. Box 10082

                                      Lancaster, PA 17605
                                                                  or

                                  E-mail to ApraiseArt@aol.com   

            NOJEX 2002 see Page 18  

              PNSE 2002 see Page 19           

     By the time this reaches the membership, spring will almost be over, and summer 

will be upon us. We will have past our mid-year meeting at Lancopex. For most of us 

the summer will mean putting the postal history items aside. For me it means a couple

of months of crazy scheduling with two boys playing baseball, and Dad coaching; 

then vacation, and then trips to the pool and the swimming meets. Who has time for 

anything else? But before you get caught up in all those other activities, make some 

philatelic plans.

     First, the society is exhibiting at Nojex. Then there’s the cover you’ve been 

meaning to write up for the Historian, and finally there are your plans to get to PNSE 

this year. OK… I know I’m preaching, but through the efforts of a few, the Society 

has a lot occurring. We need everyone’s help to keep the Historian full of interesting 

articles. We need help from collectors to forward the information to publish new 

county monographs. We need help to keep the interest in PA postal history alive at 

local shows. We need to keep moving forward with our web site and getting our 

society membership increased. If you have any ideas or are looking for help to get a 

project going, please contact me.

     To all our members, stay cool this summer and may you find that cover you’ve 

been searching for this past year.



    

         

        3                                                                               HISTORIAN Vol. 30, No. 2  (Whole No. 151)  May 2002          

                                                 EDITOR’S COMMENTS

     At COLOPEX 2002, Columbus, OH, Feb. 15-17, the Historian was awarded a silver medal in the 

literature competition.  I submitted last years four issues for the exhibit.  The judges indicated the following 

strengths: original research, illustrations and format.  They suggested changes as follows:

                           Eliminate wasted space and save ~4 pages without impacting content.

                           Eliminate page rules and most photo rules.

                           Use cover to better advantage to draw reader inside (illustration, only content highlights).

                                             Place journal name in a banner at top.

                           Use full publication name on folio line with page # and issue (use date or volume only,

                                             not all three; include all three on front page masthead).

As you can see, I have not yet made any changes.  I plan to elicit input at our mid-year meeting  and hope 

that members who cannot attend will write to me with their thoughts.

     Because this issue was sent to the printer the week before our mid-year meeting at LANCOPEX, the 

minutes of the meeting will be included in the Aug. issue.  Also in that issue will be the results of our 

exhibition competition with NJ and NY at NOJEX 2002.  As of this time we have at least six PA exhibits  

entered, and should make a credible showing.

     My thanks to Bill Schultz (# 6) for his challenge in the last issue.  The winner and all responses are 

included under MEMBER FEEDBACK on the next page.  I would love to continue including a MEMBER 

FEEDBACK section, but you know what that requires.  Nothing is more satisfying to an editor than to 

receive responses from members regarding content, format, questions, etc.

     Another challenge and reward are detailed on Page 28.  If you already collect Centre County, it should

                                                     (EDITOR’S COMMENTS continued on Page 5)

                        ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

                                                MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

               Total Membership as of  1/15/02  -----------------------------------------------------------  131 

                       Paid –Up as of 4/15/02 (Includes 4 life members)   --------------------------   129

                       Unpaid as of 4/15/02  -------------------------------------------------------------       2 

                               If dues are not received from the following unpaid members, their names

                               will be eliminated on our mailing list for the Aug. Issue:

                                                                         #416  Jack Hilbing 

                                                           #419  Joseph Volutza

                              New Member   -------------------------------------------------------   +1 

                                         #533   Robert E. Epler   Lancaster, PA

                                                               (Lancaster County)

                              Membership Resumed  ---------------------------------------------  +1

                                            #41  Mary L. Bleeker   (West Chester, PA)

                                                                 (Chester County )

                              Resignation  ----------------------------------------------------------    -1

                                         #200   Richard Gority  Phoenix, AZ 

               Total Membership as of 4/15/02  ------------------------------------------------------------  132

                                                               •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••                                              
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                                       Member Feedback

     The prize winner for “What Pennsylvania Post Office Was It?” in the previous issue is 

Glen Blauch #468, who responded with the correct answer, Anselma, Chester Co., by 

E-mail on Feb. 2 @ 5:16 PM.  Robert Shaub #83 was a close second with an E-mail sent 

on Feb. 2 @ 5:44 PM.  Robert also pointed out the typos on page 23 of the issue with the 

following comment: “I would like to see those 1821-1826 and 1824-1828, A-14 flag 

cancels.  I assume this to be a misprint.”  They were, and I appreciate your pointing it out 

so that I don’t overlook correcting it in this issue.  Others who responded correctly to the 

contest are Anita Sprankle #385 (Feb. 5) and George Ashman #63 (Feb. 18).

     George Ashman #63, who wrote the article entitled “Misspelled Beaver Meadows, Pa. 

Postmark” in the Feb. Issue (p. 26), provided the following additional input:

             “I’m not convinced that the singular form of “Meadows” was an error.  Beers’        

             1875 Atlas of Carbon County shows it as singular (see below).  Also, Mathews

             and Hungerford’s History of the Counties of Lehigh and Carbon, PA from 1884 

             repeatedly states it as singular – for the community, a railroad, and an IOOF lodge

             there.  My recollection is that I have seen other covers with the singular spelling,

             but I don’t have any examples.  It will be interesting to see whether any other 

             readers respond.” 

Thus far, I have received no responses to George’s article, but hope springs eternal.

                                     ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

   
     Our Annual Meeting will take place at PNSE 2002 on Oct. 12, 2002.

PNSE has returned to the Valley Forge Convention Center (see Page 19).
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                                                       Member E-Mail Addresses

George Ashman        gashman1@juno.com   (Carbon Co., Machine Flags)     

John Barwis              sbarwis@sol.co.uk   (Phila. Exhange Office Mails)

Gordon Baker           gcbaker@starpower.net  (Fayette Co.)

Glen Blauch              glenlor@dejazzd.com    (Lebanon Co.)

Tom Clarke               ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com   (Philadelphia Postal History)

Richard Colberg       apraiseart@aol.com  (Litiz)

Gerald Cross             gcross@epix.net  (Wilkes-Barre)

George Danyliw       danburlak@hotmail.com  (Phila. and Schuylkill Co.)

Barry Elkins              elkinj@comcast.net    (Philadelphia Co.)

Ken Hall                   kenhall@oldletters.com  (Pa. Manuscript Postmarks)

Peter Hubicki            phubicki@carolina.rr.com (Columbia, Montour, Northumberland Co.)

Van Koppersmith     cleave3@aol.com  (Phila. Maritime Markings)

Rick Leiby                rleiby@aol.com  (Pa. Stampless)

Tom Mazza               tommazza@interport.net  (Erie, Western Pa.)

Bob McKain              bmckain@nb.net   (Pittsburgh, Pa. Machines)

Gordon Morrison      morisong@att.net    (Bradford County)

Clay Olson                shawmut@comcast.net  (Tioga County)

Steven Roth               smroth@starpower.net   (Domestic Maritime, Prexies)

Bill Schultz                bill@patriciaschultz.com  (West Chester,West Whiteland & West Town)

Norm Shachat            nshachat@aol.com     (Phila. and Bucks Co.)

Dave Silcox               silx@aol.com   (Schuylkill and Berks Co.)

Gus Spector               gspec56@aol.com   (Phila., Buildings, Civil War )

Anita Sprankle           atsprankle@aol.com   (North Central DPO’s, Sewing Machines)

Gordon Trotter          trotters@erols.com    (Nathan Trotter & Co. Correspondence)

Dan Telep                  ctelep16@telerama.com   (Pittsburgh, Sewickley, Western Pa.)

Steve Washburne       stephen.washburne@verizon.net  (Philadelphia, Monmouth Co., N. J.)     

Cliff Woodward         vagabond@sgi.net  (Western Pa., Oil Towns) 

   PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED HERE.

                                          INDICATE YOUR PA COLLECTING INTEREST.                     
                                                   

  

EDITOR’S COMMENTS continued:

be easy.  If you are looking for a new area to collect, why not start with a relatively rare Bellefonte 

machine.

     Our feature article in this issue “Philadelphia Foreign Mail Cancellations to 1882” by John Barwis

(# 498) is a major study in progress on a difficult subject.  Although John has a U. S. address, he 

currently lives and works in England.  The entire article was sent to me by E-mail.  Please help John by 

supplying additional data on the subject.

     My thanks also to our President Rick Leiby (# 379), Glen Blauch (# 468), Charles Fricke and 

Ken Hall (# 519) for their articles in this issue.

     Hope you enjoy the issue and have a great Spring and Summer.

                                                                                   

N���
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Philadelphia Foreign Mail Cancellations to 1882

                                              By  John H. Barwis (# 498)

Introduction

     This article reports preliminary results of a study of cancellations used on foreign mails

by  the  Philadelphia  Exchange  Office  and,  after  the  advent  of  GPU  in  1875,  by  the

Philadelphia  Foreign  Division.   The  period  discussed  begins  in  the  1840's  when

Philadelphia used  domestic  mail  datestamps and killers  to  cancel  adhesives  on foreign

mails, before replacing them with Exchange Office datestamps in 1854.  In 1858 Exchange

Office datestamps were in turn supplanted by the use of stock and locally made obliterators

on both domestic and foreign mails, and in 1866 by locally made killers used exclusively

on  foreign  mails.   The  provisional  chronology  of  49  of  these  1866-82  obliterators  is

presented for member discussion and correction.

Background

     In mid-1851 the New York Post Office began using individual obliterators to cancel

adhesives on letters to Europe,  the Orient  and other foreign destinations.   All  of these

killers  were  different  from those  used  on  domestic  mails,  and  are  characterized  by  a

continuous evolution in design until their discontinuation in the late 1870's, after formation

of the General Postal Union (Skinner, 1992).  

     The New York origin of these first U.S. foreign mail cancellations follows from the city

having  been  designated  as  the  official  corresponding  office  for  mails  under  the  U.S.-

Bremen Postal Arrangement of 1847 and, along with Boston, as an Exchange Office under

the U.S.-British Postal Treaty of 1848. The Boston Exchange Office began using special

killers for foreign mails in 1862 and continued until at least 1885 (Blake and Davis, 1949).

As  additional  cities  became  Exchange  Offices  they  developed  their  own foreign  mail

obliterators, and although little has been published about them, examples from Baltimore

and San Francisco are well known among philatelists interested in the foreign mails.

The Philadelphia Exchange Office and Foreign Division

     During  the  period  from  1854  until  GPU,  Philadelphia  functioned  as  an  official

exchange office  and accounting  agency  for  mails  to,  from, and through Great  Britain,

France and Germany.  This role was based on the following postal agreements.

1848 U.S.-British Treaty:  effective January 1, 1854, Philadelphia Exchange Office created

to correspond with Liverpool, London and Southampton.

1857 U.S. French Convention:   effective April 1, 1857, Exchange Office established to

correspond with Le Havre and the Calais-to-Paris traveling office.

1874 U.S. French Convention:   effective August 1, 1874, Philadelphia eliminated as an

exchange office for French mails.

1867 U.S.-North German Union Convention:  effective January 1, 1868, Exchange Office 

established to correspond with Bremen and Hamburg.
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Although accounting duties ceased when the GPU took effect on July 1, 1875, Philadelphia

became one of several U. S. offices designated for the processing of GPU mail (July, 1875

U. S. Postal Guide), and the use of distinctive cancels continued.

Pre-Exchange Office Period, 1847-53

     Before achieving Exchange Office status in 1854 for British mail, adhesives were 

struck with domestic-mail devices rather than with special foreign-mail datestamps or 

obliterators.  Hargest (1971, p. 97) shows a cover to Germany bearing a domestic cds with 

adhesives cancelled by blue grids.  In Figure 1 the circular datestamp with integral rate,  

also used on stampless mail, cancels a 5-cent 1847 issue paying the single inland rate 

(<300 miles) to the port.  Great Britain charged 1 shilling due for incoming packet.

      

Figure 1.   Posted on May 23, 1848 to England.  Adhesive cancelled by blue PHILADA. 

Pa. / 5 cts, used from 1/7/47-9/21/48 (Clarke, 1989).  Cunard steamer Cambria, NY 24 

May, LP 6 June.

Early Exchange Office Period, 1854-57

     For the first four years after becoming an exchange office in January, 1854, mail to or 

through countries for which Philadelphia served as an exchange office was normally 

postmarked with only foreign mail datestamps.  Early in this period letters were 

occasionally handled inconsistently, as postmarks used on domestic mail were sometimes 

applied in error by clerks who should have forwarded letters to the exchange office (Figure

2).  Letters posted later in this period more often show proper treatment, and bear only 

exchange office markings.
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Figure 2.  Posted on September 14, 1854 to England, with 1851 issue pair paying single     

24-cent rate.  Canceled in black by PHILADELPHIA / P
A. domestic mail datestamp.  

Overstruck on 15 Sep. by Phila. Exchange Office's red cds 19 / PHIL
A.

 B
R.

 PK
T.

 (6/6/54-

10/26/67); 19-cent credit to GB for sea and British inland.  Cunard Asia, NY 16 Sep., LP 

27 Sep.

Obliterators Used on Both Domestic and Foreign Mails, 1858-65

     In  1858 the Philadelphia Exchange Office appears  to have entirely  stopped using

circular datestamps to cancel adhesives on letters to foreign destinations.  From then until

late 1865 commercially available cancellation devices, comprising a series of grids and at

least one target, were used.  These obliterators were not restricted to foreign mails, but are

seen  on  domestic  letters  as  well.   It  is  likely  that  the  Philadelphia  postmaster  simply

ordered enough of these devices to supply all desks, without segregating their use.

     The cover in Figure 3 bears a marginal pair of the 12-cent 1857 issue paying the single

24-cent rate to England in early February, 1858.  The killer is a distinctive 19mm 12-bar

grid  with  thick  rim  and  thin  ribs,  struck  in  black.   The  sole  U.S.  datestamp  is  the

Philadelphia Exchange Office cds., so the clerk had  no procedural doubt.

     Such proper handling of foreign mail was not always the case however.  For example 

the letter in Figure 4, which was posted only two days later than the one in Figure 3, 

caused some clerical uncertainty.  Sent to Chile at the 34-cent rate via American Packet, 

then by British Packet via Panama (Starnes, 1989), it should have been rated by the 

Philadelphia Exchange Office.  Although the adhesives were cancelled by the same grid 

shown in Figure 3, the letter received only a domestic-mail datestamp and was instead sent

to New York for rating, where GB was credited 24 cents for British Packet.
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Provisional List of Foreign Mail Obliterators

     The full-scale tracings of cancels illustrated in the appendix were taken from covers in

the author's collection.  They are arranged and named in chronological order of their first

recorded use.  Thus PFM 58-1 is the earliest new foreign-mail obliterator recorded from

1858, and it retains this nomenclature regardless of years in which it may subsequently be

used.  Date ranges of postal markings in the text of this article were taken from Clarke

(1989,  1990)  and  subsequently  updated  when  new data  were  found.   Date  ranges  for

obliterators were established from collections of the author and others, from foreign mail

exhibits, from auction catalogs, and from journal articles (e.g. Anonymous, 1976; Starnes,

1976).   Those shown with an asterisk are also known on domestic mail.

     Because work is still in progress the dates presented here are provisional, and it is

almost certain that most if not all of the obliterator date ranges will be expanded.  The

author would greatly appeciate hearing from other members who can provide additional

data so that updated records can be provided to the entire membership in a later article.

P.O. Box 4704

Houston, TX  77210-4704

email: sbarwis@sol.co.uk
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                                          NOJEX 2002
                  Meadowlands Crown Plaza Hotel, Secaucus, NJ

                                         May 25 – 27, 2002

                       Society Exhibit Competition between NJ, NY and PA
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                Discover Missing PA Machine Cancels

In the Jan. 2002 issue of The Machine Cancel Forum, Wm. P. Barlow wrote an 

article entitled, “Flag Cancel Collecting / THE ‘MISSING TOWNS’ LIST”, in which he 

indicates that type A-14 flags are believed to have been used by the following PA 

towns, but no examples have yet to be reported:

                                        Clarion 1921 – 1926   (Clarion County)

                                        Ford City 1924 – 1928   (Armstrong County)

                                        Freeport 1928 – 1931   (Armstrong County)

                                        Glassport 1926 – 1928   (Allegheny County)

                                        Pen Argyl 1921 – 1922   (Northampton County)

                                        Willow Grove 1926 – 1928   (Montgomery County)

               Be the first to discover one of the above.  Send a photocopy to    

                    Historian Editor and we will publicize your discovery.

                                                                  

                                      PPHS Annual Meeting

                                                  October 12, 2002

             PHILADELPHIA NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION

                                       October 11 – 13, 2002

                             Valley Forge Convention Center

                                  King of Prussia, PA 19406

                                      For a Prospectus contact:

                                               Stephen S. Washburne

                                               P. O. Box 43146

                                               Philadelphia, PA 19129-3146
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              The 29¢ Rate from Philadelphia to France, 1850 – 1851

                                              By Richard Leiby, Jr. (# 379)

     It seems that at every major show, I come across a cover that I buy on the supposition 

that it has more to offer than indicated by the dealer or the selling write up.  The cover 

shown in Figure 1 was that type of cover found at PNSE 2001.  I realized that the “5 Cts / 

PAID” octagon is a very common marking, but the rerate to 29¢ did not immediately relate

to a rate even when compared to an exhibit of Philadelphia – French  mail at the show.  

But somewhere deep down a voice was saying to me “it’s a pearl not an oyster”, and I 

bought it.

     I showed the cover around to a couple of people, but I really didn’t find anyone who 

could explain the unusual rate.  I respected the knowledge of the dealer who sold it to me 

too much to think that it was a forgery.  And so, I was back to my library to try to research 

the rate.  That means the cover went into an exclusive pile of mind teasers sitting on my 

desk waiting for an evening when I would have some hours to myself to do the research.

                                                                   Figure 1

     To my surprise, a couple of weeks later, I found myself at home with only Mark, my 

one year old, who would definitely (and probably defiantly) go to bed on time this night!  

Given his cooperation, I was able to start looking for the answer with adequate time to 

spend on the problem.  I began by looking in the monograph “An Illustrated Catalog of 

Philadelphia Railroad and Maritime Markings, 1792 – 1882” compiled by John Kay and 

Robert Stets and published by SEPAD in 1984.  They record a similar marking (page 38), 

but there was no tracing shown.  Of course there was no explanation of the rate.  However 

it added more credibility to the marking. 
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     The next stop was to verify the sailing information on the cover.

“Steamer Franklin” appears in manuscript in the lower left corner

and the date in the red LE HAVRE receiving mark is Dec. 18, 1850.

It is backstamped with a black PARIS receiving mark dated Dec. 19,

1850 (Figure 2).  Using North Atlantic Mail Sailings, 1840 –1875, by

Hubbard and Winter (p. 111), one finds that in 1850, the Franklin

departed NY on Dec. 6 and arrived at Le Havre on Dec. 18.  Sailing 

was delayed by one day in New York due to fog.  This was the second              Figure 2

sailing of the Franklin, and the second sailing for The Havre Line.

Additionally, the following is provided (p. 109): “When it became clear that the Ocean 

Steam Navigation Company was not going to build to the four steamship operation, for 

which Congress had appropriated funds, the Postmaster General awarded the unfilled 

portion to Livingston & Fox (Havre Line owners) for a separtate service to Havre.  The 

line was required to make monthly voyages to Havre carrying US mails, calling at Cowes, 

Isle of Wright, England, on each voyage.  Here, British and European mails were put off or

onloaded on the the return voyage.”  Thus the information on the cover is consistent with 

the sailing data, but still does not explain the rate.

     In Starnes, United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations, 1847 to GPU-UPU 

(1982), the American Packet to France direct mail rate is given on page 16.  From 3/48 to 

7/51, the rate was 24¢ (packet charge) + US postage to New York.  This verified the paid 

rate on the cover (24¢ + 5¢ Phila. to NY postage = 29¢).  However, it doesn’t explain why 

the rate is not commonly found or well known.  Another unusual aspect is why the cover is

totally prepaid, which was still not common practice.  Finally, what significance does the 

black “6” marking have to the rate?

     After establishing the rate, I turned to History of Letter Post Communication Between 

the United States and Europe, 2nd Edition by Hargest.  This book often supplies the answer 

to questions of why certain rates existed when they did.  Apparently US / French mail rates

during this period are complex and Hargest devotes several pages to their explanation.  On 

pages 55-56 one finds: “Since the United States had no postal convention with France, 

United States inland and packet postages had to be prepaid on letters sent and collected on 

letters received.  Until July 1, 1851, the rates set by the Act of March 3, 1845 prevailed in 

the United States.  Since these 24¢, 29¢, and 34¢ rates were effective for this service 

between 5 Oct 1850 and 1 July 1851, their progression was according to the British scale, 

then operative in the United States.”  This explains the reason for the prepayment.

     On pages 58 Hargest further states: “Covers showing direct service between New York 

and Havre by ships of the Havre line prior to the United States – French convention appear

to be scarce…..  Covers showing the 24¢, 29¢, 34¢ rates of 1845 are rarely seen.  There 

were only six sailings from New York and four sailings from Havre by the Havre line 

steamers prior to 1 July 1851.”  On page 59, he indicates that the French single (to 7½ g) 

rate for a private ship letter addressed beyond the port-of-entry was 6 decimes.  Due 

markings were placed on the front, prepaid markings on the back.  Thus the recipient of the

letter paid 6 decimes for the conveyance of the letter from Le Havre to Paris.

     That was a fun and productive evening.  I was able to establish the sailing information 

and the rate information on the cover.  I found an unusual stampless postal history item for
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my collection and the research revealed that the cover had more value than the price I paid.

Thanks Mark!  I owe you for going to bed on time.

                                       ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

            The 20¢ Prepaid Direct Rate to France by American Packet
                 On Letter which was Conveyed by American Packet via England

                                                 By Norman Shachat (# 76)

     On July 1, 1851, the prepaid direct rate to France by American Packet was reduced 

from the rates described in the previous article to 20¢ from any place in the U. S.  The 

cover shown below from my collection was posted on Oct. 31, 1851 and was rated by the 

Phila. P.O. for direct conveyance by American Packet as indicated by the manuscript “20” 

over the red octagonal “PHILA / 5Cts. / PAID” and by the red manuscript “20 Paid”.  I 

suspect the Phila. P. O. did not believe that the letter would arrive in N. Y. in time to make 

the Herman (Ocean Line steamer to England) as instructed by the manuscript at the lower 

left “Per Steamer Herman / from N. Y. Nov 1st” and rated it for the steamer Franklin 

(Havre Line to Le Havre) scheduled to depart on Nov. 15.  

     Apparently, the letter did arrive on time to make the Herman which arrived at 

Southampton on Nov. 18, 1851.  The black d. l. “ETATS-UNIS. PAQ. AM. / B.A. 

CALAIS” marking is

dated “19/NOV./51”.

The black “8”, applied

in France, is the proper

8 decime collect rate

for a letter via England

by American Packet.

As pointed out in the

previous article, had

the letter been sent 

direct by American

Packet, the French

collect rate would 

have been 6 decimes. 

     Because the correct           The 32 mm. blue “PHILADELPHIA / PA.” is dated “OCT /31”         

prepaid rate by American             

Packet via England was 21¢ and no correction was made in the rate, the sender saved a 

penny.  Rather than return the letter to Phila. for the additional 1¢,  or delay it for two 

weeks, the N. Y. P. O. sent the letter as indicated.  A correction in N. Y. would have been 

useless since the U. S. and France did not have a postal arrangement at the time, and there 

was no way for the U. S. to recoup the underpayment from France.

     References used for this article are the same as those cited in the previous article 

(Hargest, Kay and Stets, Hubbard and Winter, and Starnes). 

                                           ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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               Philadelphia “Due 1 Cent.” on Post Cards, 1919, 1925

                                                  By Charles A. Fricke

     Although the first class post card rate was 1¢ until 1925 when it was increased to 2¢, 

the 1917-1919 war tax on first class mail increased the post and postal card rate to 2¢.

     The picture post card in Figure 1 was mailed with a 1¢ stamp (Scott # 525) and is 

postmarked “PHILADELPHIA, PA. / APR 3 / 1919 / FRANKFORD STA.” when the rate 

with the war tax was 2¢.  Consequently, the postal clerk at the Frankford Station hand- 

stamped the card with the black “Due 1 Cent.”  Although there is no postage due stamp on 

the card, the addressee probably paid the 1¢ on delivery.  The war tax was only in effect 

from Nov. 2, 1917 to June 30, 1919, a period of just over 1½ years.

 

  

                                                                               Figure 1

     The next time the first class post card rate went to 2¢ was when it was perceived by the 

postal authorities that handling of post cards cost more than the handling of postal cards, 

and by increasing the rate on post cards they would increase the sale of postal cards and 

improve revenues.  So by an Act of Congress the rate was increased to 2¢ on April 1, 1925.

It lasted until June 30, 1928 when it was concluded that the suppositions did not warrant 

the 2¢ post card rate and the rate was returned to 1¢.

     This 2¢ picture post card rate caught the public unaware and they continued to send 

post cards with only 1¢ postage.  The card shown in Figure 2 was posted in Philadelphia 

on May 9, 1925 with only 1¢ postage and was marked by the Phila. P. O. with the “Due 1 

Cent.” in magenta ink.   The 1¢ postage due stamp with the “ROCHESTER / NEW 

YORK” precancel was affixed in Rochester where the addressee paid the postage due.

     Another example on a locally addressed post card is illustrated in Figure 3.  Posted at 

the Torresdale Station in Philadelphia on June 27, 1925, it also received the magenta “Due 

1 Cent.” marking and a “PHILADELPHIA / PA.” precancelled 1¢ postage due stamp.  The
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card has a view of “EDEN HALL” which was noted in the message by “Do you remember 

this place?”  An all-around Philadelphia post card from start to finish.

                                                                                 Figure 2

                                                                                   Figure 3

     These three picture post cards indicate that the “Due 1 Cent.” marking was used by the 

Philadelphia Post Office from at least 1919 to 1925.  Under the designation 1381g, Clarke 

(Part III, pp. 18-11,12) lists only one example of the 37 x 5 mm. handstamp in purple dated

Sept. 26, 1933.  Is use undoubtedly spanned many years, and it was likely employed 

primarily for underpaid post cards. 

     The first class post and postal card rate remained at 1¢ from 7/1/28 to 12/31/51, when it 

was increased to 2¢.

                                          ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                                       Lebanon County Cover Find

                                                    By Glenn L. Blauch (# 468)

     I received a phone call last May from a fellow who wondered if I was interested in 

buying some old letters that he had.  He and his wife were moving into a retirement home 

and needed to dispose of some of their belongings.  I asked him how many there were, and 

if they had Lebanon County postmarks.  He told me that they were mostly from Lebanon 

County Post Offices and that there were about 125 covers.  I agreed to meet him that same 

day to look at the covers.

     He arrived at my home with a box full of covers, in fact over 400 covers, and most of 

them from Lebanon county.  The letters are the correspondence of Mr. John L. Meyer of 

Greble, Pa.  John Meyer was a Justice of the Peace, President of the Countrymans 

Insurance Co., a surveyor and a financier.  He also installed “Rams”.  A “Ram” was a 

water powered water pump that many farmers used to pump water to their houses and 

barns.

     We agreed on the price and I became the proud owner of the covers.  Most of the covers

are from the late 1870’s, 1880 thru 1898, and most of them contain the contents.  Most of 

the contents deal with his every day business dealings.  There was one small pack of 

covers from 1861, several of which were written by his cousin who joined the Union 

Army, and tell of some of his experiences in the artillery. 

     I have been looking for covers from Belleview, Pa. for years with no success.  This lot 

contained three Belleview covers.  There were covers from other Lebanon County DPO’s, 

as well as quite a few with the Lebanon patent cancel.

     One of the covers from Taylor Bros. & Co., Rubber Stamp Manufacturers, Cleveland, 

Ohio (dated 1886) contained a large brochure showing the various types of rubber stamps 

     

                                     Figure 1  Stamps supplied by Taylor Bros. & Co., 1886
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that they supplied, including several postal marking stamps.  I found them interesting and 

illustrate them in Figures 1 – 3.  No. 942 appears to be a popular type, as I have three 

towns, Annville, Pa., Cornwall, Pa., and Palmyra, Pa. which used this type cancel.  I don’t 

know what No. 947 was used for, but it includes the postmaster name in the stamp.  I 

found the prices listed for the stamps to be interesting.  A postmaster would have had to 

pay quite a bit of money (for that time period) for all the different stamps required to 

properly mark the mail.

                                      Figure 2  Additional stamps supplied by Taylor Bros. & Co., 1886

                                        Figure 3  Pemium dater supplied by Taylor Bros. & Co., 1886

                                             ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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                           First Reported Stampless Manuscript from

                             Plumsteadville (Bucks Co.), Pa.

                                                     By Kenneth Hall (# 519)

     I think I got lucky again!  I bought a “Plumsteadville, N. Y.” stampless letter at auction,

only to find that there is no Plumsteadville, N. Y., but there is a Plumsteadville, Pa. (Bucks

County, 1846 – present).  It would appear that someone did not check before listing it.

     I sent a scan to Tom Mazza who responded that it is indeed the first and only reported 

stampless manuscript from Plumsteadville as of 1/4/02.

     The cover shown below is a three page personal letter datelined “Plumstead June 28, 

1855” and signed by Mary Leese.  I also verified the name and county from the 1850 

census.

Editor’s Comment:  As a collector of Bucks County, I checked my collection and found 

that my earliest Plumsteadville cover is the stamped Civil War vintage manuscript shown 

below, dated Jan. 13, 1863.

                                            ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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   BELLEFONTE / PA. Type C Doremus Machine Cancel, 1901

                                                By Norman Shachat (# 76)

     I purchased the cover shown below at Lancopex 2001 on a whim.  It struck me as an 

unusual machine cancel from the town which the APS is targeting as their future head-

quarters.

     Fred Langford in his Standard Encyclopedia of Doremus Machine Cancels (1988) lists 

ten Pennsylvania towns which employed the Type C Doremus machine at the beginning of

the last Century.  He indicates use at Bellefonte during the years 1901 and 1902.

     After receiving a scan of the cover, Bob McKain, Pa. Coordinator for the Machine 

Cancel Soc., informed me by E-mail that it is the current LKU in his data base.  His current

EKU for the Bellefonte Type C Doremus is Oct. 3, 1901.  Based on these data, it appears 

that the cancel may have been used for only a very short period of time (Oct. 1901 ???).

                         

                        

     As most of you know, I do not collect Bellefonte or Centre County, and at this stage am

not starting any new collections.  So here’s the deal.  I will give the cover to the first 

person who sends me a credible article for the Historian on Bellefonte or Centre County.

                                     ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

   
 Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting:

                           Saturday October 12, 2002

            @ PNSE 2002,  Valley Forge Convention Center,

                                 King of Prussia, PA 
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                     Urgently Needed

   Philadelphia Pre-1900 Advertising Covers
   Illustrated with Buildings or Street Scenes 

  

           All Correspondence Answered

                         Gus Spector

               750 S. Main St. Suite 203

                 Phoenixville, PA 19460

                        WANTED

      All Chester County PO’s, pre 1910
         All West Chester, Pa, pre 1890
    All PA towns with “Cross Roads” or 
        “Corner(s)” in name, pre 1920 

All U. S. covers with “Schultz” in the name
    of the town, the sender ot the recipient

                          Bill Schultz

                 1305 Murdock Drive

               West Chester, PA 19380

       Back Issues of the Historian

 Members: $2 each      Non-members: $4 each
              (Only order occasional issues; long runs  
                            will not be supplied.)

 

 Current Historian Index - $5 ppd

                                    Write to:

                        Tom Clarke

                       Box 290-145

                     Davie, FL 33329

                       The Post Offices of Greene County
                                      By G. Wayne Smith (# 516)

                                                            Published by

  Cornerstone Genealogical Soc., P. O. Box 547, Waynesburg, PA 15370

                                           $25 + $3 shipping 

An illustrated account of the 104 post offices established in Greene County, beginning with 

Waynesburg in 1800.  Includes dates of establishment, name changes, all postmasters, etc. 
through the year 2000.  Illustrations include pictures of buildings and residences where post 
offices were located and some covers.  Help with information was provided by Tom Mazza 
(# 301) and local collectors provided some of the covers.  The book is an in depth study of 

the post offices of a rural county in the southwest corner of our state (143 pages). 
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